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FACEWATCH BID 
TO FIGHT CRIME 


TRAGEDY 

Legal action move 
over man’s death 

THE family of a vulnerable man who 
choked and died when his carers fed him 
chicken bites are considering legal action. 

Barbara Arch, of Stourbridge, and Wendy 
Silvester, of Birmingham, who worked for 
Lifeways Community Care, were taking 
Andrew Strazdins on holiday when he died 
choking on food. They received six month 
jail terms, suspended for 12 months after 
admitting failure to discharge their duties. 

Mr Strazdins’s sister, Elaine Scott, of 
Halesowen, has asked medical negligence 
specialists Hudgell Solicitors to investigate. 
• Carers sentenced - page 3 


Report by David Callaghan 


THE RYEMARKET in Stour¬ 
bridge is to become one of 
the first shopping centres in 
the Black Country to launch a 
hi-tech Facewatch scheme in 
a bid to tackle crime. 

The centre is signing up to trial the 
web-based crime-reporting tool. It 
allows shopkeepers to share informa¬ 
tion with each other and polices. 

If successful, it could be rolled out across the 
rest of Dudley borough. 

This follows a ban on under-18s at the mul¬ 
ti-storey Ryemarket car park, after complaints 
about vandalism and anti-social behaviour. 

A Public Space Protection Order has been 
introduced that prohibits under-18s from en¬ 
tering the car park, unless driving a vehicle or 
accompanied by a re¬ 
sponsible adult. 

Shoppers had com¬ 
plained about gangs of 
teenagers and skate¬ 
boarders in the car 
park. There were re¬ 
ports of windows being 
smashed and graffiti. 

Facewatch is a se¬ 
cure online crime re¬ 
porting network that 
enables businesses, 
Manager Kelley Dyas public and police to 
tackle crime by shar¬ 
ing images, submitting CCTV evidence and 
witness statements to the police. 

Information from Facewatch can be shared 
instantly, allowing members to warn other 
town centre shops and the police about poten¬ 
tial problems. It requires no system integration 
to get started and is accessible simply via an 
internet connection. 

Reduction 

Police Community Support Officer Richard 
Plumb, who is liaising with The Ryemarket, 
said: “Ryemarket centre manager Kelley Dyas 
and her team have been instrumental in mak¬ 
ing the scheme a success and we anticipate a 
notable drop in retail crime across the town.” 

He said the could be followed by a reduction 
in disorder offences when the system is imple¬ 
mented throughout nightclubs and pubs, closer 
to the Euro football championships in June. 

“Facewatch is utilised heavily throughout 
Birmingham city centre and has really helped 
in reducing crime,” he added. 

Ryemarket centre manager Kelley Dyas said: 
“We’re delighted to be at the forefront of this 
scheme which is new to Stourbridge. 

“Our tenants are giving their full support 
and we hope to see the scheme extended across 
the rest of the town and even further afield. 

“I’m sure it will be to everyone’s benefit - ex¬ 
cept the criminals and troublemakers.” 



NICE TO SEE BARBARA AT PUB’S COMEDY CLUB 



Game for a laugh - Janice Connolly as Barbara Nice, the latest top comic to headline at Fitz of Laughter Comedy Club at Katie Fitzgerald’s pub 


DESCRIBED as a comedy whirlwind clad in 
leopardskin, the newly-crowned best come¬ 
dian in the Midlands is heading to a Stour¬ 
bridge venue. 

Barbara Nice will be headlining the Fitz of 
Laughter Comedy Club tomorrow night (Fri¬ 
day), held in a marquee at Katie Fitzgerald’s 
pub. 

Barbara is the comedy creation of Janice 
Connolly, who played Holy Mary in Peter 
Kay’s Phoenix Nights. She recently won a 
public vote to be named Best Midlands Co¬ 
median. 


She will be part of a triple bill also featur¬ 
ing Ben Briggs and Hayley Ellis. The night 
will be hosted by resident compere Dudley’s 
Wayne Beese. 

Wayne said: “We are really looking forward 
to playing host to Barbara. She is excellent 
at creating a real feel-good atmosphere - she 
sings, dances, chats and has even been known 
to crowd surfl 

“No-one ever quite knows what is going to 
happen when Barbara rocks into town but, 
whatever happens, it promises to be an un¬ 
forgettable night.” 


The comedy club at the venue in Enville 
Street, Wollaston, runs on the first Friday of 
every month and already this year has hosted 
top comics Gary Delaney, Zoe Lyons and Na¬ 
than Caton. 

Doors open at 8pm with the show getting 
under way at around 8.30pm. Tickets cost 
£10 and booking is advised. They are avail¬ 
able, with no booking fee, from www.skiddle. 
com/e/12556752. For further information like 
the club’s Facebook page at www.facebook. 
com/fitzoflaughter or follow @fitzoflaughterl 
on Twitter. 


TRIBUTES 

Teacher dies after 
collapsing at college 

COLLEAGUES have paid tribute to a 
college teacher who died after collaps¬ 
ing at work. 

Jane Reason, 57, subject leader 
for business studies at King Edward 
VI College Stourbridge, collapsed in 
a staff area on April 28. She was later 
pronounced dead at the Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II Hospital, Birmingham. 

Principal Remley Mann said: 
“Jane was a popular, respected, and 
hard-working teacher. Our thoughts 
are with Jane’s family and her friends.” 


RETAIL 

WH Smith closing 
its Merry Hill store 

MERRY Hill’s WHSmith is poised to shut 
its doors for good next month leaving jobs 
hanging in the balance. 

The branch first opened at the Brierley 
Hill shopping complex in 1989 and the 
shock news comes just a week after BHS, 
which also has a branch at Merry Hill, went 
into administration putting jobs at risk. 

A notice displayed at the Merry Hill 
WHSmith states it will be closing on June 8 
at 9pm with the nearest branch then being 
at Stourbridge’s Ryemarket shopping cen¬ 
tre. 

Jonathon Day, for intu Merry Hill, said: 
“We are currently in talks with WH Smith.” 
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Honour for Sir Lenny at televised awards 


n 


Sir Lenny Henry - award 


SIR Lenny Henry will be presented with 
a British Academy of Film and Televi¬ 
sion Arts (Bafta) special award in recog¬ 
nition of his outstanding contribution to 
television. 

The Dudley-born comedian, actor and 
writer is best known for Comic Relief. He 
will be presented with the Alan Clarke 
award at the televised Bafta TV Awards 
at the Royal Festival Hall in London on 
Sunday. 

Sir Lenny said: “This is fantastic. I 
am truly humbled and truly hopeful that 
this award is a pan-industry acknowl¬ 
edgement that diversity must be at the 


heart of our industry if we are to reflect 
British society now and, most impor¬ 
tantly, in the future.” 

Previous recipients of the Alan Clarke 
award, in honour of the late film direc¬ 
tor, include TV producer and writer Jeff 
Pope, TV executive Jane Tranter , doc¬ 
umentary film-maker Paul Watson and 
screenwriter Paul Greengrass. 

Krishnendu Majumdar, chair of Baf- 
ta’s television committee, said: “There 
is no-one more deserving of the Special 
Award this year than Lenny Henry. 

“He has enjoyed a long and distin¬ 
guished career as a performer and 


writer, appearing in dozens of shows 
from Tiswas to the hugely popular Lenny 
Henry Show and most recently in the 
drama The Syndicate, proving his appeal 
spans all generations and genres. 

“Lenny’s recent groundbreaking Bafta 
lecture has helped to reframe and reig¬ 
nite the discussion about diversity in 
British television, with the conversations 
he has sparked already leading to posi¬ 
tive changes. ” 

The Black Country comic was knighted 
for services to drama and charity in a cer¬ 
emony at Windsor Castle last December. 


Teen hid loaded gun 
in mother's garage 

A TEENAGER who hid a loaded 
gun in his mother’s garage has 
been told he’ll end up ‘in hospital 
or a cemetery’ if he continues his 
life of crime. 

Shaun Scott, 19, was sent to pris¬ 
on for five years after a .155 revolver 
loaded with four rounds was found at 
Westminster Close, Dudley. 

Scott also pleaded guilty to possession of 
cannabis and to harassment. 

Prosecutor Duncan Craig told Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court: “Kieran Bishop 
was known to the defendant. He called the 
police on January 28 after threats were 
made by Scott. 

“The defendant felt Mr Bishop owed him 
money for a small bag of cannabis. The 
defendant told him he wanted a ‘straight- 
ener’, which he took as a three-round fight, 
to settle the debt. He says that he paid the 
defendant back at the start of December, 
but was told he had accrued interest, and 
the defendant again wanted a ‘straight- 
ener’. A couple of days later, the defendant 
threatened him again. He reported that 
he said that he was ‘looking for a poking’, 
which Mr Bishop took as stabbing. 

Bullets 

“On January 27 he spoke to Bishop again 
and told him he wanted to ‘**** him up’. 

Mr Bishop phoned police because he also 
knew about the defendant’s connection 
with firearms.” 

“Police went round to his mother’s 
address that day, and in the garage they 
found some boxes. Within one of the boxes 
was a black plastic bag with a weapon. It 
was a revolver with a .155 barrel capable of 
holding six rounds. It was loaded with four 
bullets. Six small bags of cannabis were 
also found.” 

William Dudley, defending, said: “He is 
an immature man. He has a terrible record. 

I think macho bravado is a big part of these 
offences. I don’t expect he would have used 
the gun but having it is equally as serious. 

If he carries on living life the way he is, he 
will end up in a hospital or a cemetery.” 

Judge John Wait said: “The minimum 
sentence for this kind of crime is five years. 

It is offered as a deterrent to other people 
to stop them trying to acquire these deadly 
weapons.” 


Snug fit as car is wedged on pathway 



The car wedged in the walkway at Cradley Heath, thankfully the driver was uninjured and able to get out of the car 


TALK about a tight space... The from Haden Cross Fire Station at 
driver of this car is believed to 4.30pm on Monday, 
have lost control, with the Citroen „ , 

C2 ending up wedged in a narrow „ Cr , e ™ commander Stuart 

walkway in Cradley Heath. Hawkins said: Its obviously a 

J J very unusual incident to have 

Fortunately the woman, aged in taken place, but fortunately the Tweeted a picture of the car’s unu- 
her 20s, was unhurt and managed female driver was uninjured and sual position, saying: “We weren’t 

to get out of the car in Forge Lane. was ou t 0 f the car by the time we sure if we should be impressed with 

Paramedics alerted a crew arrived on the scene.” the parking or not.” 


He added: “We believe she lost 
control of the vehicle and veered off 
into the path of the narrow walk¬ 
way space.” 

Haden Cross fire officers 


Landlord is 
fined over 
failures in 
home safety 

A LANDLORD has been ordered to pay 
costs and fines of more than £6,400 after 
a series of safety failures at his Dudley 
property. 

Fire doors were not properly main¬ 
tained at the home in High Street, and 
the doors would have been ineffective in 
the event of a fire. 

The property, which was home to 
a total of five tenants, also had no hot 
water and the kitchen was not kept 
clean. 

The safety concerns were brought to 
light following a fire at the property in 
May 2015 when fire crews reported the 
problems to Dudley Council. 

Guilty 

Property landlord Rakesh Sandhi, of 
Ednam Road, Wolverhampton, pleaded 
guilty to 11 offences of breaching the 
Housing Act at Dudley Magistrates 
Court on April 21. 

He was ordered to pay £4,900 in fines 
and £1,396 costs plus a £120 victim sur¬ 
charge. 

Alan Lunt, a strategic director fat 
Dudley Council, said landlords who did 
not provide safe homes for their tenants 
would face ‘serious consequences’. 

He said: “We have a duty to help pro¬ 
tect people in their homes, including pri¬ 
vately rented accommodation. 

“This case shows that there are seri¬ 
ous consequences for landlords who do 
not provide safe homes for their tenants, 
and I hope it acts as a warning that we 
do take this very seriously.” 

Park open but 
main gate shut 

THE main entrance at Mary Stevens 
Park in Stourbridge will be closed this 
weekend during improvement works. 

The gates themselves have already 
been subject to restoration work and 
granite steps have been laid, but the 
additional weather dependent work will 
see resin-bound gravel laid to make sur¬ 
faces more attractive and hard wearing. 

The park will still be open as normal 
to the public but parking will be limited 
to Stanley Road. 

In the week following the work this 
Saturday and Sunday, the same gravel 
solution will be laid around the addi¬ 
tional pedestrian entrances from Mon¬ 
day to Friday. 

Dudley Council got a Heritage Lottery 
Fund grant of £2.6 million towards work 
at the park. 

Side By Side on 
town hall stage 

STOURBRIDGE’S Side By Side Thea¬ 
tre Company next month stage Myth in 
Store, a musical based on a Greek myth 
but set in a 1930s department store. It 
is staged at Stourbridge Town Hall on 
June 22 and 23 at 7.30pm, June 24-25 
at 2pm. See www.sbstcs.org for details. 



SOFAS, VINYLS AND LAMINATES 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T. 

Help move heavy furniture, up lift plus take 
away old carpets FREE OF CHARGE 
Shave doors. Bed assemble and disposal. 


DISABLED? 0AP? CAN'T GET OUT? 

or anyone who just needs extra help! 

Can't come to us, we’ll come to YOU 

We will bring 100s of carpet samples 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


Samantha Sofa 



3+2 Fabric Sofas only £500 


Heavy Domestic 
Saxony’s 

from 

£6*99 sq yd 

was £14.99 


Lola Leathe r 
Suite 

3 + 2 Recliner in 
Black or Brown 

£699 


Divan Beds 
Singles from 

£92 

Double from 

£142 


Bleach 
cleanable 
carpets from 

£ 3.99 sq yd 



100’s of rolls and end of rolls in store at knockdown prices 

WE WILL BEAT YOUR BIG SUPERSTORE 


Unit, D Dormston Trading Est., 
Burton Road, Gornal DY13TD 

OPEN: MON-SAT 9.30-5.00 

FREEPHONE 

0800 0853747 


COVERS 
ALL AREAS 


luarry Bank # Stourbridge 

• Lye • Pedmore 

• Wollescote • Brierley Hill 

• Kinver • Wordsley 

Adrian Bromley 

01902 880541 


ELV 

RECYCLING LTD 



• Vehicle Recovery. 

Depollution and Disposal 

• Top Prices Paid • DVLA 
Certificate of Destruction 

• Authorised Treatment Facility 


• NEW PARTS DEPARTMENT NOW OPEN! 
• Parts Line Call Direct 07875 470537 


All makes and models including tyres and batteries, 
cheap prices, delivery available, 

1 month’s warranty on all parts 

Opening times: Monday-Friday 8.30am-4.30pm 
and Saturday 8.30 am-1.00 pm 
Fast and Friendly Service 
ELV Recycling (Mids) Ltd Brierley Hill 

01384 77308 


FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


• Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 

• Nail cutting and trimming 

• Diabetic footcare 

• Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 



201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 


Broken Dentures? 


1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



New Dentures 

available & made at... 


The Dental Shop 

Cot ■ 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
































































Town centre car park gets green light 


Dealership's 
£l7k bill 
for selling 
danger car 

A MOTOR dealership in Stourbridge 
and two of its bosses have been or¬ 
dered to pay a total of £17,000 by a 
court after selling a dangerous car. 

The Vauxhall Vectra bought from 
Carwise Trade Centre had faults with 
the steering, suspension, brakes and 
wipers and was unroadworthy, Dud¬ 
ley Magistrates Court heard. 

A couple from Welshpool bought 
the car from the company in Birming¬ 
ham Road in September last year for 
£1,159. But Dudley trading standards 
team found the car, which had been 
bought by the dealership from an auc¬ 
tion, had serious faults. 

Bosses Mehraj Islam and Asif 
Masud appeared at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court on Thursday and admit¬ 
ted seven offences under the Road 
Traffic Act and other legislation. 

Magistrates ordered the company, 
which had only been trading since 
March last year, pay costs and fines 
totalling £7,620. 

They also ordered Islam, a director 
at the company, to pay £6,420 in costs 
and fines and Masud, a manager at 
the firm, to pay £3,420. 

The company has put new systems 
in place in make sure there is no re¬ 
peat of the incident. 

Tony Oakman, a strategic director 
at Dudley Council, said: “This is part 
of our on-going trading standards 
work, helping to protect people and 
keep them safe. It sends out a clear 
warning that traders have a duty to 
ensure the goods they are selling are 
safe for people to use. If not, it could 
lead to a costly trip to court.” 


6ft flagpole will 
go next to anchor 

A SIX-FOOT flagpole will be built in 
central Netherton after council boss¬ 
es approved plans. 

The pole, put forward by Netherton 
Regeneration Group, will be located 
at the junction of Northfield Road 
and Halesowen Road, near the replica 
Titanic anchor. It will be dedicated to 
the memory of community stalwart 
Ivor Lucas. 

Mr Lucas, who was a member of 
Friends of Netherton Park and the 
Netherton Regeneration Group, died 
in 2014. 

The Union and the Black Country 
flag will be flown from the pole. At the 
meeting last week, Councillor Qadar 
Zada said: “I welcome this proposal as 
the flag will go hand in hand with the 
Titanic anchor.” 

More musicians 
and stalls needed 

A LIVE music event will return to 
Hagley this summer with bands, stall¬ 
holders and sponsors needed. Hagfest 
will be held on the village playing 
fields on July 2. For more information 
call Fran Evans on 07811 178576. 



The Mahoe will now be demolished 


A FORMER banqueting suite in Dud¬ 
ley will be demolished for a car park, 
after plans were approved. 

The derelict Mahoe building in 
Tower Street has been labelled an 
eyesore and council bosses hope that 
it will make way for a long-awaited 
town centre car park. 

At a planning meeting, councillors 
said they hoped the demolition work 
could start this summer. 

They said extra car parking was 
badly needed in the town. 

Now given the green light, the 
scheme brings to an end nearly five 


years of wrangling over the project, 
which saw previous plans shelved in 
September. 

The car park will feature around 90 
spaces and is a scaled-back version of 
the council’s original scheme. 

Blocked 

They wanted to create a multi-sto¬ 
rey car park but were blocked by 
Historic England, which raised fears 
about the impact a large building 
would have on the town. 

Historic England has now stated 
the new car park and removal of the 


Mahoe building will be of ‘benefit and 
improvement to the area.’ 

The council has decided to go-ahead 
at ground-level after deciding an un¬ 
derground car park was too costly. 

Councillor Andrea Goddard said: 
“A car park is a sensible and a much 
better option and will prove very effi¬ 
cient for Dudley town.” 

Councillor Kieran Casey said: “It’s 
important that we get more car park¬ 
ing in the town centre, so people have 
more option and opportunity to come 
into Dudley and see what it has to 
offer.” 


Carers sentenced after 
man choked to death 



TWO carers have been given suspend¬ 
ed jail sentences after their negligence 
led to the death of a vulnerable patient 
who choked on chicken bites. 

Barbara Arch and Wendy Silvester were 
taking cerebral palsy patient Andrew Straz- 
dins on a seaside break when he died after 
choking on food in the back seat of the car. 

Mr Strazdins, aged 53, who received 24-hour 
care at his bungalow in Stourbridge, suffered from 
a condition called dysphagia which made it hard for 
him to swallow and his learning disability meant he 
tended to cram food into his mouth. 

His care plan stated he should only be fed while 
sat in a chair at a table and that he should be given 
only mashed food and be supervised as he ate. 

He died after the carers gave him a bowl of 
roughly chopped chicken bites as he sat on his own 
in the back of the car as it passed through North 
Devon on the way to Cornwall. 

Mr Strazdins was cared for by an Oldbury com¬ 
pany called Lifeways, paid by the local authority. 

Exeter Crown Court heard how he was on his 
way to a specially adapted caravan in Bude in May 
2014 when he died at Broadwoodwidger on the A30. 

Strict 

The carers both knew of the strict rules about 
how he should be fed but Arch leaned back from 
the passenger seat while Silvester carried on 
driving, the court was told. They stopped when 
they saw him choking. Paramedics found the two 
women distraught by the side of the road after they 
failed to revive Mr Strazdins. 

Arch, aged 58, of Smallshire Way, Stourbridge, 
and Silvester, 50, of Newland Court, Birmingham, 
admitted failing to discharge their duties as carers 
and were given six-month prison sentences, sus¬ 
pended for two years, by Judge Erik Salomonsen. 

The charge was reduced from manslaughter to a 
breach of the Health and Safety at Work Act at an 
earlier hearing. 

The judge told the pair: “The risk assessment 
underlined the possibility Mr Strazdins could 
choke and die. As his carers you willingly took re¬ 
sponsibility for him and were trusted to take him 
away on holiday for his benefit. 

“It is clear the chicken bites which he was fed 
were not mashed but were hard food. They were 
cut up but not mashed and he was left to feed him¬ 
self. He choked and, despite your best efforts, he 
died. You were both distraught and I accept that 
the impact remains with you both.” 

Neither have worked since the tragedy and both 
will lose their careers as carers. 



Carer Barbara Arch, aged 58, of Stourbridge 



Carer Wendy Silvester, aged 50, of Birmingham 
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village speeding 
sparks concern 

DRIVERS are putting lives at risk by 
racing through a village near Stour¬ 
bridge at almost double the speed 
limit. 

South Staffs MP Gavin William¬ 
son is now calling for action to slow 
them down. He has been contacted 
by Kinver residents complaining that 
motorists are regularly exceeding the 
30mph limit at White Hill. 

The Conservative MP has asked 
Staffordshire County Council to take 
action over fears someone could be 
killed or injured on the road, part of 
which has no footpath. 

Red Cone '20s day 
for royal birthday 

A SPECIAL event to mark The 
Queen’s recent 90th birthday is being 
held at the Red House Glass Cone in 
Wordsley later this month. 

A 1920s-themed crafts and glass 
making day is being held at the High 
Street attraction on Saturday, May 14, 
from 11am to 4pm. The Queen was 
born in 1926. 

There will also be guided tours of 
the 90ft-tall landmark, which was part 
of the famous Stuart Crystal business 
until the 1930s. 

The cone is staging an exhibition by 
the Easel Club from May 7 to June 19. 

intoxicated' man 
fell off scaffold 

AN ‘intoxicated’ man who fell six 
metres off scaffolding in Stourbridge 
was taken to hospital with ‘traumatic 
injuries’. 

The 48-year-old was taken to 
Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley at 
around 9.30pm on Friday. 

Stourbridge community paramedic 
Ste Hill, who was on shift at the time 
of the fall, tweeted: “Male fallen six 
metres from scaffolding intoxicated 
in Stourbridge town centre. He was 
treated for traumatic injuries.” 

Talk about the rise 
and fall of a 'palace' 

A RUINED mansion in Worcester¬ 
shire which belonged to the Earl of 
Dudley will be in the spotlight at the 
next meeting of Stourbridge Histori¬ 
cal Society. 

Ray Sturdy will be giving a talk 
about Witley Court, near Stourport, 
on May 19. 

Witley Court: Rise and Fall of a 
Victorian Palace is at 7.30pm in the 
Wollaston Room at Stourbridge Town 
Hall. The partially restored property 
is now owned by English Heritage. 

Meeting on rail future 

TRAIN passengers will get the chance 
to quiz rail bosses over the future of 
the rail service when the Stourbridge 
Line User Group hosts a meeting on 
Tuesday at 7.30pm at the Severn Val¬ 
ley Railway station in Kidderminster. 
Chairman Rob Hebron said it would 
include senior rail representatives. 



Electron 


SINCE 2005 


Less Mess 
Less Cost 
Less Hassle! 


Call ■ 

FOR A BROCHURE! 


KITCHEN 

DOORS 


0800 088 70 

www.iudk.co.uk | 


Showroom: 

8 Wordsley Green 
Lawnswood Rd Wordsley 
DY8 5PD Nr Sainsburys 

01384 293654 

(All made to measure) 


tJKW 
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It's time to put your foot down Before 
on fungal nail infection! 

Research shows that laser treatment is a safe and effective 
procedure, with some studies reporting a success rate of up 
to 90% at three months! 

By using advanced medical lasers that penetrate into the nail bed we 
can now treat and cure your fungal nail infection. It is now possible to 
get amazing results. 

Our Summer Nails Offer After 

O 0ne Hand or Foot was £100 NOW £65 
Both Hands or Feet was £150 NOW £100 

Price per treatment 




Teli 


TO BOOK OR FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Call us: 01384 824039 

58B South Road Norton, Stourbridge DY8 3YB 

email us info@tejandco.co.uk 
visit us at: www.tejandco.co.uk 
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THE BEST OF 

PETER 

RHODES 



A VICAR in Leamington Spa has out¬ 
raged some folk by planning to screen the 
“blasphemous” 1979 film Monty Python’s 
Life of Brian in his church and charge £10 
a head. And who wouldn’t be outraged? 
As fans will recall from the film’s encounter 
between Brian and the leper, the going rate 
for a life story is only half a denarius. 

LATEST go-faster accessory for the jog¬ 
ger who has everything, according to the 
documentary Inside a Billionaire’s Ward¬ 
robe (BBC2), is a pair of customised Nike 
trainers made of python skin at a cool 
£20,000. You may find them a little con¬ 
stricting. 

SO far, the EU debate has invited us to 
consider how Churchill, Shakespeare and 
Jesus might have voted. A reader writes: 
“How about Father Christmas? Is he for 
Brexit?” Maybe we should all write him a 
letter. 


Tributes to former councillor 


A FORMER Dudley councillor has died 
a few weeks after suffering a stroke. 

Tributes have flooded in for Colin 
Wilson, who stood down in 2014 after 
ten years as a councillor for Pedmore 
and Stourbridge East. Mr Wilson died 
in the early hours on April 26, aged 74. 
He was a retired civil engineer. 

The Conservative councillor played 
a key role in Stourbridge MP Margot 
James’s election campaign in 2010. 


He served Dudley Council as chair¬ 
man of the development control 
committee and vice chair of the Stour¬ 
bridge Area Committee. He is survived 
by wife of 45 years, Helen, son Andrew 
and grandsons Thomas and James. 

Dudley South MP Tory Mike Wood, 
who until recently held the Pedmore 
ward seat vacated by Mr Wilson, said: 
“As well as being an outstanding coun¬ 
cillor and colleague, Colin was a good 


friend. I’ve known him for more than 
30 years, since I was at primary school 
with his son, and it is hard to believe 
that he will no longer be around for 
advice, guidance or just a good chat.” 

Mr Wilson lived in Pedmore and was 
involved with the Sebright’s Educa¬ 
tional Foundation, St Thomas’s Com¬ 
munity Network and Mary Stevens 
Hospice, as well as a feoffee and gov¬ 
ernor of Old Swinford Hospital school. 



Former councillor Colin Wilson 


Carer stole £7.5k to 
fund 'search for love' 


“NO taxation without representation” 
was the slogan of the American Revolution 
250 years ago. It was coined by colonists 
who were furious at paying taxes to Britain 
when they had no representatives in Par¬ 
liament. This week the Institute for Fiscal 
Studies revealed that, thanks to the UK 
tax threshold steadily rising from £6,475 
to £10,600, almost half of all Britons now 
pay no income tax. So how long will it be 
before a majority of the electorate will be 
able to vote for the most extravagant pro¬ 
grammes, knowing that it won’t cost them 
a penny in income tax? Taxation without 
representation is bad but is representation 
without taxation 
any better? 

MIND you, it 
has to be ad¬ 
mitted there’s 
precious lit¬ 
tle evidence 
that we, the 
tax-paying 
public, can 

keep our pol¬ 
iticians in check. Their latest wheeze, to 
spend £29 million of our money restoring 
the mechanism of Big Ben, is both wicked 
and stupid. Wicked because it consumes a 
vast amount of public money that could be 
far better used. Stupid because, in an age 
of atomic clocks and digital sound sys¬ 
tems, who in his right mind would rebuild 
a Victorian clock mechanism? It is as daft 
as replacing the House of Commons cen¬ 
tral heating with a Roman hypocaust. An 
intelligent Parliament would have updated 
Big Ben with a modern digital system for a 
fraction of the price. But we don’t have an 
intelligent Parliament. We have a collection 
of financial incontinents obsessed with 
flashing other people’s cash around. 

MY eye was caught this week by the 
photo of a 15-year-old Girl Guide con¬ 
fessing her sins to the Pope in an open-air 
ceremony in Rome. I cannot imagine what 
a 15-year-old Girl Guide has to confess 
(“Forgive me, Holy Father, for I have failed 
to polish my woggle”). 


By John Scott 


A CARE co-ordinator in 
Dudley fleeced a vulnerable 
client out of almost £7,500 
to fund her ill-fated ‘search 
for love,’ a judge heard. 

Sarah Grey, of Kipwood Avenue, 
Kingswinford, targeted Paul Chap¬ 
man, a 50-year-old with learning 
difficulties, Wolverhampton Crown 
Court was told. The scheming 
44-year-old assistant care co-or¬ 
dinator with Dudley Adult Social 
Care department had responsibility 
for looking after him for more than 
two years, before closing his case 
and starting to exploit him. 

Grey used details of Mr Chap¬ 
man’s accounts to take out a £5,000 
loan in his name from the Nation¬ 
wide and had the money paid into 
his Halifax current account, re¬ 
vealed Mr David Bennett, prosecut¬ 
ing. She then made six withdrawals 
in as many days totalling £3,800 and 
tried to cover up by pretending the 
cash was going to the Department 
of Work and Pensions. A year later 
she had taken the entire £5,000 and 
a further £2,418 from his current ac¬ 
count using a bank card in his name. 

Alerted 

Authorities were alerted when a 
member of staff at Nationwide con¬ 
tacted Dudley Council to express 
concern over his bank accounts. 

Mr Chapman later revealed he 
had been refused permission to 
withdraw money on ‘two or three’ 
occasions because there were insuf¬ 
ficient funds. 

Grey used money fleeced from Mr 
Chapman to pay for a trip to meet 
a man she had fallen for on the in¬ 
ternet. Mr Simon Hanns, defending, 
said: “She was trying to fulfil that 
relationship but, like so many others 
she has tried to fulfil, it failed. This 
was a desperate search for love.” 

Grey, of previous good charac¬ 
ter, pleaded guilty to two charges 
of fraud and one of theft. She was 
jailed for 14 months by Judge John 
Wait, who told her: “The man was 
vulnerable and still required care 
when you closed down his case. He 
was found in a desperate state.” 


Don't miss Peter 
Rhodes every Mon¬ 
day to Friday in your 
Express & Star 



Porter pedal power for charity ride 



Four times World Pursuit Champion Hugh Porter supports the Round the Wrekin Sportive at the Ironbridge landmark 


HE has won the World Championship four times and 
took a gold medal at the Commonwealth Games - now 
Black Country cycling hero Hugh Porter is to lead cy¬ 
clists on the mass participation ride into Staffordshire 
and Shropshire. 

The Round The Wrekin Sportive takes place on May 
22, and hundreds will take part, choosing one of three 
routes. 

All head out from Kingswinford Rugby Club, the cy¬ 
clists will either cycle 100 miles, 60 miles or 23 miles, 
finishing back at the club. 

The eveht is to raise money for Compton Hospice, and 
could be the first for many, according to Mr Porter. 

He said: “The cycle is a great idea and hopefully the 


first of many. The sport is growing with thousands of 
riders out and about every weekend. It is good for your 
fitness and this event provides people the chance to raise 
money for charity at the same time.” 

Organised by Rideventures and Fishface Cycles, in 
partnership with Wolverhampton-based Compton Hos¬ 
pice, the sportive is a major fundraiser for the hospice. 

Veteran Mr Porter will take part in the 23 mile route, 
through Wall Heath, Bobbington, Claverley and Patting- 
ham. 

The longer distance routes take in Ironbridge Gorge 
(including the famous Iron Bridge), The Wrekin and The 
Long Mynd in the Shropshire Hills. See website www. 
roundthewrekin.co.uk for more information. 


Mayor runs 
up funds in 
the London 
Marathon 

THE Mayor of Dudley has raised 
more than £7,000 for charities after 
running the London Marathon. 

Sixty-year-old councillor Steve 
Waltho completed his 14th run 
around the captial in just over six 
hours. 

Councillor Waltho ran alongside 
his son Joe and volunteer fundraiser 
Charlotte Randle. 

He said: “After running the mara¬ 
thon many times before, I didn’t in¬ 
tend to take part again this year. 

“Being given the chance to raise a 
substantial amount for my charities, I 
just could not turn down the opportu¬ 
nity as they do so much to help others 
in need. 

“People and businesses have been 
so generous and kind in contributing 
a staggering £7,000 to my marathon 
run.” 

The money will go to the his five 
mayoral charities The Hope Centre, 
The What? Centre, More Mascots 
Please, the Leukaemia Unit Appeal 
Fund at Russells Hall and the West 
Midlands Lupus Group based in Cose- 
ley. 

Of the money raised, £5,000 came 
from five local businesses with the 
other £2,000 from individual dona¬ 
tions. The businesses supporting the 
mayor were Bathams, Intu, Cous¬ 
ins Furniture Store, Black Country 
Training Group and Solvay. 

People can still donate to the 
Mayor’s charities online at www. 
mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/mayor 
stevewaltho 

Car demolishes 
pub wall in crash 

A CAR smashed into a pub and par¬ 
tially destroyed a wall in Brierley Hill. 

A wall of the Birch Tree pub in Vic¬ 
arage Road was damaged after a car 
was involved in a collision with a van, 
left the road before veering into the 
pub building. 

Two crews from Brierley Hill fire 
station, an ambulance and police at¬ 
tended the scene around 7.15pm last 
Wednesday, with the pub being forced 
to shut for several hours. 

Manager Akal Ahmed said the 
crash came as a shock 

“It was a big smash and collapsed 
most of the side wall,” he said. 

“It’s very fortunate no one was in¬ 
jured. 

“We did have to close for the 
evening, but now plan to open as nor¬ 
mal whilst reconstructing the wall.” 

Vinyl and craft stalls 
at glass centre fair 

A VINTAGE vinyl records and craft 
fair is being held at a Stourbridge vis¬ 
itor attraction. 

The event takes place in the Rus- 
kin Glass Centre in Wollaston Road, 
Amblecote, on Sunday, from 11am to 
4pm. 


Let NEW IDEAS make your DreamZzz come true... 



We are a family run business with over 40 years 
experience in fitted bedrooms. 

We pride ourselves on quality and providing excellent 
customer service. 

We offer affordable, stylish, quality made to measure 
fitted bedroom furniture. All of our customers receive 
a free initial consultation and a fully written quotation. 
We’ll go through what the job will entail, ideas and 
products with you. 

We have styles available from some of the most well 
known furniture manufacturers, we can find a style to 
suit all requirements, from contemporary to modern 
finishes. 

We are open 7 days a week - Monday-Saturday 8 
am-5 pm & Sunday 10 am-2 pm 
So why not cut out the middle man and let New 
Ideas make your DreamZzz a reality. 


Unit 6, Two Woods Trading Estate, Talbots Lane, 482662 °P en 7 da Y s a week 

Brierley Hill DY5 2YX www.martyn4newideas.co.uk Jtk. 


Hi 

FREE DELIVERY' 

Deliveries start at 5pm 
Minimum Order For Delivery £8.00 Within 3 Miles Radius 

ORDER ONLINE WE ARE ON JUST EAT 
13 MARKET STREET, 
STOURBRIDGE DY8 1AB 


FAMILY BARGAIN PACKS 
ANY 16” & 10” PIZZA WITH 4 TOPPINGS, 4 GARLIC 
BREAD, 2 x REG FRIES, COLESLAW OR COLESLAW 
SALAD & BOTTLE OF DRINK £1699 

MEAL DEAL FOR 2 
ANY 10” PIZZA WITH 4 TOPPINGS, ANY GARLIC 
BREAD, COLESLAW, POTATO WEDGES & „ __ 
2 x CANS OF DRINK £9.99 

MEAHfiDEALFOm^^ 

ANY 12” PIZZA WITH 4 TOPPINGS, 

ANY GARLIC BREAD, 2 x REG FRIES, 

FRESH SALAD & BOTTLE OF DRINK £12.99 
MID WEEK SPECIAL (Mon-Thurs) 
ANY 16” PIZZA WITH 4 TOPPINGS, 1 x REG FRIES, 

4 PCS WINGS, COLESLAW & BOTTLE OF DRINK 

£13.49 




WOODSTOCK 

TIMBER 

SUPPLIES LTD 


Large stocks of sawn timber | 
P.S.E. & Sheet Materials 
Decking & Accessories 



Contact Nigel or Dave 
Old Bush Street, Off Level 
Street, Brierley Hill, 

West Midlands 
Tel: 01384 572541 
Fax: 01384 481756 
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MPs have got no beef with burger chain 


Hillsborough 
families to 
sue West 
Mids force 

RELATIVES of the victims of the 
Hillsborough disaster are launching a 
class action lawsuit against the West 
Midlands and South Yorkshire police 
forces that could result in millions of 
pounds in compensation being paid 
out. 

Lawyers say ‘several hundred’ fam¬ 
ily members are represented in the 
claims, which were lodged at the High 
Court last year but could not be re¬ 
ported until after this week’s inquest 
verdicts. 

They are seeking damages from po¬ 
lice for ‘misfeasance in public office’ 
over conduct on the day of the disas¬ 
ter and an alleged conspiracy attempt¬ 
ing to blame Liverpool fans. 

West Midlands Police conducted an 
inquiry into South Yorkshire Police’s 
role in the disaster. 

Last week the long-running inquest 
found that 96 people were unlawfully 
killed at the FA Cup semi-final on 
April 15, 1989. They included Sarah 
and Victoria Hicks, the daughters of 
Kingswinford businessman Trevor 
Hicks. 

A spokesperson for Saunders Law, 
representing the families, said the 
claims concern ‘the cover-up and ac¬ 
tions intended to wrongly blame the 
deceased and Liverpool Football Club 
supporters for the tragedy’. 

Deputy Chief Constable Louisa 
Rolfe, of West Midlands Police, said 
the force had been informed of the 
case. “Our thoughts remain with the 
family and friends of loved ones who 
died and were injured in the Hillsbor¬ 
ough tragedy,” she said. 

1921 cup ticket 
sells for £1,300 

A MATCH ticket from Wolves’ FA 
Cup final appearance in 1921 has sold 
at auction for £1,300. 

When first bought nearly a century 
ago the ticket cost five shillings, a 
mere 25p in today’s money. 

It was expected the rare item would 
be snapped up for between £700 and 
£1,000 but the estimate was far ex¬ 
ceeded in London last week. 

The 1921 FA Cup final was one 
of three held at Chelsea’s Stamford 
Bridge when the competition had re¬ 
sumed following the First World War, 
and ahead of the move to Wembley. 

It was Wolves’ fifth appearance in 
a final and their third defeat, with 
Tottenham lifting the coveted trophy 
after Jimmy Dimmock scored the only 
goal of the game in the 53rd minute. 

Show celebrating 
works of the Bard 

THE 400th anniversary of Shake¬ 
speare’s death will be belatedly 
marked in Dudley tomorrow (Friday). 
The Night Watch present William 
Shakespeare: From Bard to Verse at 
Netherton Arts Centre at 7.30pm, £9. 



The two MPs eating in McDonald’s 


MP Tom Watson has risked the ire of 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn after 
he was spotted tucking into a burger 
in a McDonalds in Dudley. 

Labour’s deputy leader popped into 
the Upper Gornal branch of the fast 
food giant to grab a bite with Dudley 
North MP Ian Austin. It came a week 
after it emerged McDonald’s had been 
banned from the Labour party confer¬ 
ence over its record on zero-hour con¬ 
tracts and workers’ rights. 

Mr Austin had described the ban as 
‘a juvenile piece of gesture politics’. 

Mr Watson scoffed a Big Mac, 


while Mr Austin went for a Quarter 
Pounder as they took a break after 
door knocking around the area. 

West Bromwich East MP Mr Wat¬ 
son said: “It will come as no surprise 
to any of my constituents that this 
was not the first time I have had a Big 
Mac. 

Steps 

“I recently got a Fitbit and I’m try¬ 
ing to walk 10,000 steps a day. I was 
pushing it a bit on Saturday so felt the 
need for a quick Big Mac.” 

Mr Austin worked at the old Mc¬ 


Donalds on Dudley High Street for 18 
months when he was studying for his 
A-levels. 

He has been outspoken in his criti¬ 
cism of Mr Corbyn’s decision to turn 
down £30,000 by refusing the firm 
at stand at the party’s autumn con¬ 
ference in Liverpool, describing the 
move as ‘a juvenile piece of gesture 
politics’. 

Mr Austin said: “Tom was good 
enough to come out and talk to res¬ 
idents on their doorsteps for a couple 
of hours and we nipped to McDonalds 
for a bite to eat.” 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


mayor planning 
night of delight 

THE Mayor of Dudley will be joined 
big names in Black Country enter¬ 
tainment at a fundraising evening in 
aid of his five chosen charities. 

Councillor Steve Waltho is hosting 
a grand finale to his civic year at The 
Venue on Saturday which will include 
laughs from the Fizzogs and music 
from The Empty Can. Mayoress Jayne 
Waltho has organised a ‘Mayor Does 
Strictly’ dance contest. 

Tickets cost £25, including buffet, 
from www.ticketsource.co.uk/may 
orofdudleyscharities or call 0333 666 
3366. 

Expert school visit 
helps in Gambia 

EIGHTY-EIGHT school pupils from 
Stourbridge helped support teacher 
training in West Africa. 

Children from Ridgewood High 
were joined by teachers from primary 
schools and volunteers during the 
school’s 10th trip to Gambia. Ex-stu¬ 
dents also travelled on the trip with 11 
teachers from primary schools and a 
special school to work alongside Gam¬ 
bian teachers providing training. 

Ridgewood has been designated a 
Global Learning Expert Centre and 
uses Project Gambia to lead and de¬ 
velop learning across Dudley borough. 

Talk on history of 
the silver screen 

HISTORIAN Ned Williams will be 
delving into the history of British cin¬ 
emas tonight (Thursday) in a talk at 
the Archives and Local History Cen¬ 
tre in Dudley. 

Friends of Dudley Archives secre¬ 
tary Janet Lea said: “This talk isn’t 
about the films but about the build¬ 
ings and examines cinemas from the 
earliest picture houses and theatre 
conversions.” The Archaeology of the 
Cinema is at 7 for 7.30pm. Free to 
Friends and £2 for visitors. 

Friends get support 
for Beacon work bid 

DUDLEY North MP Ian Austin has 
given his backing to a campaign to re¬ 
store a landmark on Sedgley Beacon. 

A bid to the Heritage Lottery is 
being made by the Friends of Sedg¬ 
ley Beacon to allow the tower on the 
Beacon to be refurbished. Around 
£150,000 is believed to be needed. The 
Friends have already secured some 
funding from the Wildlife Trust. 

Mr Austin said: “The Beacon is a 
local landmark and should be a place 
for local people to enjoy.” 

Stairway to zep heaven 

FANS of Led Zeppelin can enjoy a 
gig by the long-running tribute band 
Fred Zeppelin in Stourbridge next 
month. Fred Zep will take to the stage 
to perform at The River Rooms in 
Stourbridge on June 17. The group 
has been together since 1993. For 
tickets call (01384) 397177. 


Bouncer jailed for killing 
guest at a charity dinner 

A BOUNCER who killed a guest at a 
charity dinner dance with a ‘massive’ 
punch has been jailed for six years and 
eight months. 

The blow delivered by trained boxer Nicolas Sal- 
han struck father-of-three Inderjit Singh Dhariwal 
in the neck, fracturing his larynx. Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told that it floored the 49-year- 
old grandfather, banging his head on the ground 
and fracturing his skull. 

Salhan, aged 37, then raised his fist in the air in 
a sign of victory, said Miss Riel Karmy-Jones QC. 

She added: “Such was the injury to the brain of Mr 
Dhariwal that he died the following day.” 

Salhan from Haybridge Avenue, Stourbridge, 
admitted manslaughter while fellow doorman Jon¬ 
athan Davies, of Old Bridge Walk, Rowley Regis, 
pleaded guilty to affray. 

Jailing Salhan, Judge James Burbidge QC told 
him: “Your boxing expertise meant that your fists 
are as significant as many a weapon could have 
been.” Davies was locked up for 28 months. The 
judge told him: “Your anger was the spark for this 
trouble.” 

Eating 

Violence flared when frustrated doormen lost 
patience with guests who were still eating and 
drinking an hour after the supposed end of the 
fundraising event at Samsons Banqueting Suite in 
Rood End Road, Oldbury, on November 22. 

Davies began to push and shout at guests and 
lost his temper when Mr Dhariwal intervened in 
an effort to calm the situation, it was said. The 
bouncer had attended an outpatient appointment 
with a psychologist for help with anger manage¬ 
ment just days earlier, the court was told. 

Mr Dhariwal, from Langley, was pushed into a 
stack of chairs by Davies, 43, who then punched 
the victim four times. Salhan grabbed Mr Dhariwal 
around the neck from behind as Davies continued 
to punch him. By this stage Davies had ‘lost all 
control’. Several people were kicked and punched 
in the fracas which resulted, during which Salhan 
delivered the fatal blow. 

Neither Salhan or Davies offered any assistance 
to the dying man and left the premises as police 
and paramedics arrived. 

Mr Adrian Keeling QC, defending Davies, who 
was also a trained boxer, said: “He probably should 
not have ended up as a doorman and when things 
became heated he was ill-equipped in every way 
to deal with it.” Mr Tahir Khan QC, representing 
Salhan, said: “The punch was an isolated lapse - a 
moment of misplaced judgement.” Killer Nicolas Salhan - jailed for six years eight months Jonathan Davies, of Rowley Regis, 28 months prison 



ADVERTISEMENT 


Cloudy2Clear Windows 
- Service With A Smile! 


It’s been a crazy few months for 
Cloudy2Clear Windows. The 
company which specialises in 
repairing windows which are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
by replacing the panes - not the 
frames has grown rapidly as 
homeowners take advantage of 
their services. 

Managing Director Brian 
Stanley feels that it’s all about 
service. ‘Our product is simple. 

If your double glazing is misted 
up we can replace the glass at 
a fraction of the cost of a new 
window, in any type of frame, and 
with a new 5 year guarantee. But 
it’s not just about saving people 


money, although that obviously 
helps. Many tradespeople have 
struggled since last year and I 
honestly feel that during the good 
times a minority perhaps didn’t 
focus on customer care as much as 
they should have done. 

We make sure we turn up when 
we say we will, do the job the 
customer requires and leave their 
house as clean as a whistle. I often 
get comments back from customers 
on how they really didn’t expect that 
sort of service which, in a way, is 
very sad for the service industry as 
a whole.’ 

Cloudy2Clear service 
Wolverhampton and the surrounding 


area and Brian is finding that his 
approach is a major factor in his 
success. ‘The truth is that it’s not 
just the personal satisfaction that 
I get from doing a good job but 
also it makes good business sense. 
I get a huge amount of business 
from friends and family of people 


I’ve done work for, which just 
goes to show how much a little bit 
of effort is appreciated.’ 

So, if your windows are 
steamed up, broken or damaged 
give Brian a call for a free 
quotation on 0800 61 21 118 and 
he’ll be happy to help! 
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Wrong that 
graduate 
gets Pound 
of flesh 


FOLLOWING a long, drawn-out legal bat¬ 
tle, supported by The Guardian, the Eu¬ 
ropean Court of Human Rights has ruled 
that Cait Reilly, a geology graduate from 
Birmingham, will be entitled to compen¬ 
sation from the British Government after 
she was asked to do a fortnight’s work 
experience at Poundland. 

Yippee! Work experience at Pound- 
land? How could they? 

Miss Reilly, you see, wanted to work 
in a museum. Very nice, I’m sure. Except 
that where museums are still being kept 
open, they are increasingly staffed by un¬ 
paid volunteers. The chances of getting 
paid employment in that line of work are 
roughly the same as mine are of being 
picked for the Euros. 

Now maybe if Miss Reilly spent a life¬ 
time paying into the social security sys¬ 
tem, it might be different. But she hadn’t. 
She had not long left university, and 
clearly taken much more out than she 
had paid in. And if she does receive com¬ 
pensation, it will be people like you, me, 
and the Poundland workforce who will be 
picking up the tab. 

Poundland was founded by Steve 
Smith, a working-class lad from Bilston 
who once said it was drummed into him 
as a child “if you don’t work, you don’t 
eat”. 

I bet he wouldn’t have sued the Gov¬ 
ernment. 

□ □□ 

READER David Edwards takes me to 
task over my misgivings about plans to 
introduce a London-style ban on pave¬ 
ment parking across England to ‘declut¬ 
ter’ our streets. 

He says I am “selfish and arrogant”, 
and give no thought to the blind and par¬ 
tially sighted who struggle to navigate the 
pavements. Now he might be right about 
the former points, but not about the vis¬ 
ually impaired. 

Linder existing laws, anybody blocking 
a pavement or making life difficult for the 
disabled is guilty of causing an obstruc¬ 
tion and liable to be fined. Quite right too. 

However, there are many places where 
it is perfectly safe, legal and perfectly 
reasonable to park partially on the foot¬ 
path. For example, where the pavement 
is abnormally wide, and there is plenty of 
space to get by. Or at the end of a cul- 
de-sac, or a narrow road where it is nec¬ 
essary to allow emergency access. The 
proposed new law would allow no such 
discretion, simply because somebody 
has deemed that cars parked on the 
pavement represent “clutter”. 

Mr Edwards suggests drivers should 
try walking, which is fine for those who 
are fit and healthy. But he might also 
spare a thought for the elderly, or those in 
poor health for whom the car is a lifeline. 
Motorists are not some subversive, niche 
group which needs to be regulated. They 
are the vast majority of the population 
and should be treated as such. 



Volunteer Avtar Singh Bansal at Russells Hall Hospital, Dudley Volunteer Joan Kendray with eye clinic officer Sue Thomas Mike Leadbeater prepares an accident and emergency bay 

Hospital volunteers 
provide vital service 


Volunteers give up their free 
time to help hospital patients, 

HEATHER LARGE meets them 
and hears more are needed 

FROM being a friendly face provid¬ 
ing directions to comforting a pa¬ 
tient or relative who has received 
some bad news - hospital volun¬ 
teers help in many ways. 

At Russells Hall Hospital in Dudley, 
this small army of helping hands can eas¬ 
ily be identified by their red shirts and 
are found throughout the hospital sup¬ 
porting staff, patients and visitors every 
day of the week. 

They carry out a variety of tasks including 
providing welcoming hot drinks, ferrying pa¬ 
tient files around departments, keeping medi¬ 
cal supplies well-stocked and ensuring people 
can find their way to appointments. 

But most importantly they offer a listening 
ear and a shoulder to cry on when people need 
it the most. 

Entertaining 

“It’s all about helping people, whether it’s 
entertaining a small child while their sibling 
has their arm plastered or sitting with a rel¬ 
ative or patient as they try to come to terms 
with some bad news,” said Mike Leadbeater, 
aged 70, who has been volunteering in the 
busy A&E department for 18 months. 

Three days a week, Mr Leadbeater, who 
lives in Kingswinford, can be found support¬ 
ing staff to ensure the department is working 
as smoothly as possible. 

His jobs can include giving patients their 
breakfast, cleaning cubicles and re-stocking 
shelves. 

He can also be called upon to sit with pa¬ 
tients or take them to other departments in 
wheelchairs. 

“I like to have a laugh and joke with them if 
I can to help them feel more relaxed and take 
their mind off what is happening even if it’s 
just for a few minutes,” he said. 



Trolley refreshments - volunteers Samantha Paskin and Aqsa Khanum at Russells Hall Hospital 


His time at the hospital also sees him help¬ 
ing medical students by being a ‘live dummy’ 
for test ECG examinations. 

“I also came in one day and was told I was 
having my leg plastered. Sometimes I don’t 
know what I’m coming into but that makes it 
better in a way,” he added. 

Retired secretary Joan Kendray, who has 
been volunteering for two and a half years, 
spends one day a week working alongside eye 
clinic liaison officer Sue Thomas, who is reg¬ 
istered blind. 

Her tasks can include reading medical infor¬ 


mation aloud to enable Mrs Thomas to type it 
up and also photocopying documents. 

Mrs Kendray, aged 66, from Sedgley, said: 
“After I finished work, I wanted to do some 
volunteering and the hospital seemed the best 
way to help the community.” 

She confined: “Sue and I get on very well 
and I enjoy being able to help her with her 
work.” 

Mrs Thomas said: “Joan is as good as gold 
and a delight to work with. She’s my eyes and 
a huge help. We make a very good team.” 

Grandfather Avtar Singh Bansal, who lives 


in Dudley, has been volunteering with his wife 
Mohinder for the past four years. 

He can usually be found in the outpatients 
department helping people find their way and 
supporting staff. 

“I enjoy it very much,” he said. “All of the 
staff are fantastic. 

“It’s a great place to work and it feels good 
to be giving something back,” he said. 

Fifty-five per cent of the hospital’s 400-plus 
volunteers are retired people while 40 per cent 
are under the age of 20. 

Student Samantha Paskin, aged 27, from 
Stourbridge, is studying human biology at 
the University of Worcester. Her jobs include 
making hot drinks for patients and staff. 

“I decided to volunteer to get some work ex¬ 
perience at a hospital,” she said. 

“I really enjoy being able to help and talking 
to patients is my favourite part of the job.” 

Aqsa Khanum, aged 19, from Brierley Hill, 
is another medical student who has been help¬ 
ing out for about a month to gain some valua¬ 
ble hospital experience. 

Difference 

“I’m really enjoying it,” she said. “I think 
it’s a good way to learn about the different de¬ 
partments and different roles, while hopefully 
making a difference.” 

Volunteers’ coordinator Jane Fleetwood, 
who set up the volunteer programme 12 years 
ago, said: “I always say it’s not about the job 
they’re doing but the person they are doing it 
for. 

“I am very proud of all of our volunteers 
for the work they do and they difference they 
make and we are always on the lookout for 
more volunteers.” 

An open day will be be taking place on June 
6 from 10am until noon as part of Volunteers 
Week. 

Visitors will be able to speak to volunteer 
mentors and staff to find out more about the 
roles. 

Anyone interested in volunteering can con¬ 
tact co-ordinator Jane on (01384) 456111 ex¬ 
tension 1887 or email volunteering@dgh.nhs. 
uk 


High Street, Brierley 


(on the 
comer) 



Brintons 

CLEARANC 


CARPETFACTORY OUTLETS 


njr| 






CALL IN OR 
GO ONLINE TODAY 

www.<arpetfa<toryoutletskiddermmter.<om 


NEW CLICK FLOORING 
DEPARTMENT 
OPEN SUNDAY 10am-2pm 


01384 263149 


Velvet 

frum £9.95 sq. mtr 

Heavy Domestic 80/20 Twist 

1.95 sq. mtr 

Easy Care Saxony 

f/um £11.95 sq. mtr 

Stain Free Twist 

(urn £12.95 sq. mtr 

UP TO 50% OFF RUGS 
UP TO 10% OFF ROLL ENDS 


VICTORIA CARPETS’ 


BROCKWAY 


♦SETSS DEDICATED SHOWROOM ^ Home of Flooring 



























































Mr President, Britain will not be shoved around 


WHY does President Obama 
want Britain to stay in the EU? 

I’ve never been a fan of Obama. He 
looks like a president, struts like a 
president and can work an audience. 
However, at times, I feel that as he is 
the leader of the free world and that 
leadership involves effective actions, he 
has failed miserably. 

I would remind Obama that though 
Britain no longer rules the world, she 
punches in the heavyweight division 
and will not be shoved around. 

Might I ask the President whether 


his great country would accept being 
part of a North-South American super¬ 
state where, for example, Peru has as 
much power in decision making as the 
USA? I think the answer might be No! 
Why, therefore, are we to accept the in¬ 
sulting suggestion that Britain might 
want to give up its sovereignty? 

In the 1970s Henry Kissinger is re¬ 
ported to have said: “When I want to 
speak to Europe, whom should I call?” 
The story may be apocryphal but it 
highlights the fact that US foreign 
policy wants to deal with one central 
authority in Europe, rather than the 


inconvenience of dealing with individ¬ 
ual, independent nation states. 

America is primarily concerned with 
its own perceived national interests, 
not Britain’s. 

President Obama has called for Tur¬ 
key to become a member of the EU, 
which would invite another 77 million 
potential migrants to come to Britain. 

I never will be party to Yank bash¬ 
ing. If I wished to be part of a super¬ 
state (I never will) it would be a land 
with our values ie the USA. 

A M ETHERIDGE 
Dudley 


Concerns 
over our 
lost trees 

DUDLEY and now Sandwell 
council have aroused the 
concerns of residents by 
chopping down roadside 
trees. 

This happened a few years 
ago in my locality when a 
row of mature trees was 
felled on the Earl Street side 
of Cot Lane playing field, 
Kings winfor d. 

The reason for this was 
that a complaint had been 
made about a falling branch 
and this justified the felling 
of the trees. 

No-one wants the danger 
of diseased trees but too 
often healthy trees are in¬ 
cluded because it is cheaper 
for a contractor to do the job 
in one go. 

Then, the lost trees are 
replaced with saplings 
which in turn are quickly 
falling victims to the local 
destructive squad. 

It all adds up to an ever 
diminishing stock of of those 
trees that enhance and ben¬ 
efit our streets and open 
spaces. 

A DRING 
Kingswinford 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 

Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


EMAIL 

dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 


Our cash is given 
away on foreign aid 

IN the week that worried parents found out if their child 
had a place at the local primary school, official Treasury 
figures showed that in 2016-17 spending by the Depart¬ 
ment for International Development will rise to £11.9bn 
whilst the budget for local councils will fall to £9.6bn. 

So, in other words, our Government is giving more of 
our money away than it is allowing councils to receive to 
maintain our essential services. 

I suspect one of the reasons for all this generosity is 
so that our political leaders and Royal Family can attend 
meetings abroad and seem to be superior to other country’s 
representatives. 

Many of us must feel anger that our children and old 
people are not getting the priority they deserve and we can 
do nothing about it as even if this Government was not in 
power things would be no different under Labour. 

Please someone tell me why we have to be in this posi¬ 
tion? 

As members of the EU surely any foreign aid deemed 
necessary could be controlled centrally. 

R GWILLIAMS 

Brierley Hill 


Don’t trust 
views of 
‘experts’ 

BACK in the 1960s when 
taking business studies, I 
asked the course tutor why 
computers were not part of 
the curriculum. 

He replied with supreme 
confidence that comput¬ 
ers would not play a major 
role in any office during my 
working lifetime. That’s an 
expert for you! 

So when the Treasury 
declare that leaving the EU 
will shrink the UK economy 
by six per cent by 2030 it 
sounds ridiculous - because 
no one knows how the world 
economy will perform one 
year hence let alone 14. 

More experts spouting 
precise figures in a bid to 
convince us all they possess 
the magical formula for 
predicting the future with 
amazing accuracy. 

It makes you wonder how 
on earth Britain survived 
at all before the EU cavalry 
came galloping to our res¬ 
cue. Perhaps we were sim¬ 
ply incredibly lucky ... for 
a thousand years. 

R MONTROSE 
Sedgley 


WOULDYOU 
LIKE FRESHER, 
SMOOTHER SKIN 
WITH FEWER 
WRINKLES AND 
SCARS? 


Our brand new Collagen PIN 
treatment is for you. 

It's one of the most advanced 
methods of micro skin needling 
treatment available, non- 
invasive, virtually pain-free and 
clinically proven to stimulate 
your own natural collagen and 
elastin. 

Your skin will become firmer, 
regaining elasticity. Fine lines 
and wrinkles will be visibly 
reduced, pores become finer, 
circulation is stimulated and the 
overall condition of your skin 
will improve dramatically - get 
that youthful plumpness back. 
Why collagen PIN treatment? 

* Collagen PIN is safer than 
dermal rollers, using sterile 
single-use surgical grade 
disposable needle tips. 

* For once quicker, truly 

is better! Collagen PIN's 
powerful motor means quick 
perforation by the needles 
for a more comfortable 
experience (described as a 
vibrating tickle!) 




Td&Co 


TO BOOK OR 

FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 

Call us: 01384 824039 

58B South Road Norton, . 
Stourbridge DY8 3YB 

email us: 

info@tejandco.co.uk 

visit us at: 

www.tejandco.co.uk 


* Treatment can be customised 
for your skin as we can adjust 
the needle depth to suit your 
needs. 

* Collagen PIN treatment has 
a shorter recovery time than 
many other skin needling 
treatments so you can 
continue your daily routine 
very shortly after treatment. 

Results 

Clients notice an immediate 
"glow” to their skin. Visible 
changes develop over the 
course of several days and 
weeks and results continue to 
improve for up to six months as 
collagen production increases. 

* Smooth away wrinkles, folds 
and crow's feet - very effective 
on the neck and chest 

* Reduces open pores. 

* Improves the appearance of 
scars, especially indented or 
pitted acne scars. 

* Improves the appearance of 
cellulite and stretch marks. 

* Virtually pain free! 


CONTEMPORARY 
& ELEGANT 

Bi-fold doors 
Fitted Aluminium or uPVC 

From £1800 fitted 




ENTERPRISE GLASS & 
GLAZING Ltd 

of Brierley Hill 


Enterprise Glass and Glazing Ltd are based in the 
Brierley Hill area of the West Midlands and since 
the early 1980’s have built a reputation as a leading 
installer of quality windows, conservatories and 
doors direct to the public. 



Telephone today 
Free Quotation 

01384 571217 


Design & Service 
You Can Trust! 


Find us at: Vine Street, Brierley Hill DY5 1JE Telephone: 01384 571217 and talk to us today 
Fax: 01384 571427 Email: sales@enterpriseglazing.co.uk www.enterpriseglazing.co.uk 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, May 5, 2016 






















Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, May 5, 2016 


8 


Caparo boss jumped to his 
death when upset at job losses 


THE boss of Black Country 
steel firm Caparo Industries 
jumped to his death from the 
balcony of his London pent¬ 
house apartment. 

He had become overcome with 
depression following the collapse 
of his business, an inquest heard. 

Angad Paul, aged 45, believed he was 
to blame for the downfall of the family 
business. His steel company, Caparo, 
had been enduring large-scale job cuts 
as administrators tried to salvage the 
firm. Hundreds of redundancies were 
announced in October 2015 amid the 
collapse in steel prices, a month before 
he died. 

Mr Paul was the son of Lord Paul 
who founded the business in 1968 
with a £5,000 loan and turned it into a 



Angad Paul, who died aged 45 


multi billion-pound enterprise. Angad 
Paul had run the Oldbury-based Cap¬ 
aro Industries subsidiary since taking 
over from his father in 1996. 

It collapsed with £160 million of 
debt, leading to the loss of around 500 
jobs from its factories in the Black 
Country including Dudley, Oldbury 
and Darlaston. 

Westminster Coroner’s Court heard 
that Mr Paul became very depressed 
when the company was put into ad¬ 
ministration, and, although he be¬ 
lieved it was the ‘wrong decision’, 
there was nothing he could do. 

Devastated 

Mr Paul’s wife, Michelle, said that in 
the months before his death her hus¬ 
band had expressed his wish to come 
off anti-depressant medication, which 
he had been taking since 1999. 

The court heard that Mr Paul sold 
his four sports cars and began wearing 
his cheapest watch, saying he did not 
‘deserve nice things’ when many of his 
workers were going to lose their jobs. 

He admitted himself to the Capio 
Nightingale hospital on October 4, and 
left 12 days later. He returned to work 
but was ‘devastated’ when news broke 
about major job losses at the company. 

On November 8, Mrs Paul left the 
flat in Portland Place to get a cup of 
coffee, leaving her husband at home 
with their two children. 

When she and Lord Paul, who lived 
in the same building, arrived nei¬ 
ther of them could find Mr Paul. Mrs 
Paul later noticed the kitchen door to 
the balcony was open, and when she 
looked over the edge she saw him lying 
on the first-floor flat roof. 

Assistant Coroner Shirley Radcliffe 
ruled that Mr Paul killed himself 
while “the balance of his mind was 
disturbed”. 


Celebrations set to carry on camping 



_ 


Clent Hills Camping and Caravanning Club Site, near Stourbridge, hits an 80 year milestone on May 29 


A CARAVAN site is celebrating 80 
years of camping and will be mark¬ 
ing the occasion with a special on-site 
birthday party. 

Clent Hills Camping and Caravan¬ 
ning Club Site, near Stourbridge, hits 
the milestone on May 29. 

Managers Graham and Tina Bland 
are planning a number of events for 
campers to enjoy to make it an unfor¬ 
gettable day at the Fieldhouse Lane 
site between Clent and Romsley. 

Opened in 1936 as the Holding Me¬ 
morial Site, after Camping and Cara¬ 


vanning Club founder Thomas Hiram 
Holding, it is one of the club’s oldest 
existing sites. 

Campers are invited to attend the 
event dressed in 1930s clothing. There 
will also be lots of activities to enjoy, 
including a camp bake-off, children’s 
painting competition, a pavement art 
event and egg rolling. For campers’ 
four-legged friends, there is even a 
dog show. 

Two marquees will be installed and 
the activities can be enjoyed free of 
charge by those camping on site. 


Site manager Tina said: “It’s our 
first year here at Clent Hills, and we’re 
delighted to arrive at such an exciting 
time. The team here will all be in 
1930s dress on the big day, and we’d 
love campers to join in the fun too. It’ll 
be unforgettable.” 

Clent Hills Club Site has 95 pitches 
and offers a mix of hardstanding and 
grass pitches. It is situated one mile 
from the foot of the Clent Hills. 

To book a pitch for the 80th birth¬ 
day celebrations visit www.campin 
gand caravanningclub. co.uk/clenthills 


One in five 
sex offences 
by foreigners 

ALMOST 20 per cent of all sex offenc¬ 
es in the West Midlands last year were 
committed by foreign nationals. 

The statistics, obtained through a 
Freedom of Information request, re¬ 
veal that nearly one in five of offend¬ 
ers carrying out sex attacks were not 
born in the UK. 

In some months last year, the per¬ 
centage of foreigners committing 
sexual offences rose as high as 22 per 
cent. 

In total, 1,647 suspects were ar¬ 
rested, 294 of which were foreign na¬ 
tionals. This included 30 Pakistanis, 
30 Romanians, 25 Poles and 23 from 
India. 

A total of 584 suspects were later 
charged, including both non-UK and 
UK nationals. 

The figures indicate a rise in the 
number of sex offences taking place. 
The number of non-UK nationals ar¬ 
rested for offences of this type in 2014 
was 316, that’s 16.8 per cent of 1,878 
people who were arrested on sexual 
offence charges that year. 

In addition, 184 foreign nationals 
were arrested on suspicion of rape in 
the West Midlands last year. Out of 
these, a total of 33 were later charged. 

Suspects included 28 from Paki¬ 
stan, 19 from Poland and 14 from 
India, as well as nine from Jamaica, 
eight from Romania, seven from Iran 
and seven from Nigeria. 

Black Country bakers 
invited to join contest 

A BAKING competition and cake sale 
will raise money for a Black Country 
beauty spot. 

Bake For The Woods will be hosted 
by Warley Woods Community Trust 
on Saturday, May 14. 

There will be four categories for 
bakers, who have to bring their cakes 
to the pavilion at the site in Smeth¬ 
wick at 10am ahead of the judging at 
10.30am. For more information call 
0121 420 1061. 


! CUTOUT THE 



Make the 
switch 

Join 1,000s of satisfied 
customers that have... 

AND SAVE ££££’s 


S pe ctaW Store 


Bring your prescription or book an eye test. Call and save! mNHS 


Vouchers 

Welcome 


3 Mill Street, Brierley Hill, West Midlands DY5 2RG - 01384 484446 
264 Castle Street, Dudley, West Midlands DY11LQ - 01384 252903 
37 Capehill, Windmill Lane, Smethwick, West Midlands B66 4RX - 0121 5581621 


Gan* y(<yr-. 

Q ,m JLU2& 


Gucm 


Advertisement Feature 

Discover just what Spectacular 
savings are waiting for you by 
calling in at The Spectacle Store. 


At last a Professional Company who can 
offer fantastic savings on your Spectacles 

- made to your own prescription at 
unbeatable prices. 

By bringing together professional skills 
and large buying power The Spectacle 
Store ensures you will not only have the 
highest quality spectacles - but you will 
get them at unbeatable prices. 

Remember The Spectacle Store 
WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 

- and that’s a promise ! 

Top names like Givenchy, Police, DKNY 
and Dolce and Gabbana are on offer at 
‘Internet Prices’, with discounts of up 
to 70% off the normal high street prices. 

If there’s a particular frame you require, 
& we don’t stock it - we can usually get 
it! 

An average saving of approximately 50 
per cent can be expected on all complete 
spectacles purchased. 

Look what our customers are 

saving.... 

“This was my first visit to Spectacle 
Store in Dudley but it will certainly not 
be my last. _ 


I have already recommended them to a 
couple of my family so we will definitely 
be back. 

The service is second to none and unlike 
other opticians where the mood can be 
quite staid not so with Spectacle Store - 
their aim is to put a smile on your face. 
Well done to them.” 

G.S 

“Thanks for being there? 

You saved me over £260 compared to 
vision express prices For exactly the 
same prescription?!!! 

And that is excellent. Thank You!” 

M.P 

What a helpful gentleman, he was most 
patient when I couldn’t decide of frames, 
a good choice of frames and would 
certainly recommend the Spectacle 
Store. 

J.B 

Thank You for such excellent service, 
shown to me on my first visit to the 
Spectacle Store in Dudley. 

Looking forward to collecting my two 
new pairs of glasses soon. 

L.G 
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Gang subjected victim to 
terrifying kidnap ordeal 


A TERRIFIED young man was 
kidnapped by a gang after be¬ 
ing lured into an ambush by his 
ex-girlfriend, a judge heard. 

Michael Durrant, the new boyfriend 
of 21-year-old Olivia Davies, believed 
Matthew Hutchins owed him money. 

The pair hatched a plot to force him into 
settling the alleged debt, Wolverhampton 
Crown Court was told. 

Mr Hutchins - who had split with Davies 
but was still fond of her - returned to her 
Brierley Hill home to deliver some clothes 
on December 30, said Mr Edward Soulsby, 
prosecuting. He also found 31-year-old Dur¬ 
rant at the address. Later, while on the bus 
home at Wednesbury, he received a phone 
call from Davies pleading for help. 

Back in Brierley Hill, while waiting on 
Bell Street South for his ex-girlfriend, he 
saw Michael Durrant and ran off. Davies, 
Durrant and Andrew Bradley, a 31-year-old 
friend of the couple, gave chase in a Jaguar 
driven by Durrant’s brother Mark, aged 29. 

Mr Hutchins was cornered outside the 
Odeon cinema at Merry Hill. Michael Dur¬ 
rant ran at the victim and felled him with a 
rugby tackle before punching him. He was 
then bundled into the Jaguar, which drove 
off leaving Davies behind. 

Michael Durrant punched Mr Hutchins 
in the face once more while the three men 
talked of giving him a good beating. 

The car stopped in Tansey Green Road, 
Pensnett, where Mr Hutchins was pulled 
out of the vehicle, punched again in the face 
by Michael Durrant, and told to take the 
incident as a warning. He later told police 
he was ‘petrified’ by the 40-minute ordeal, 
adding: “They said they were going to take 
me to a field and get rid of me.” 

Michael Durrant, of Bodmin Court, 
Brierley Hill, was jailed for two years three 
months. Davies, of the same address, was 
detained for two years. Mark Durrant, 
of Hilton Road, Tividale, and Bradley, of 
Stourbridge Road, Dudley, both got 20 
month prison terms. All pleaded guilty to 
kidnap. 


Babes in Lemur Wood 


Phoebe, Dudley Zoo’s ring-tailed lemur, with one of her twins born on 
April 17 at the Castle Hill attraction, her eighth litter 

THERE’S double delight at Dudley 


Zoo where keepers have welcomed 
the arrival of tiny lemur twins. 

The ring-tailed babies are the 
eighth litter for their 14-year-old 
mother Phoebe. Since their birth 
on April 17, they have been melting 
the hearts of zoo staff and visitors 
at the Lemur Wood attraction. 

They are settling in well into 
their enclosure and have been get¬ 
ting to know their siblings includ¬ 
ing twins Itzy and Bitzy, who were 


born in August. Section leader Pat 
Stevens said: “Phoebe just gets on 
with nursing them while also deal¬ 
ing with Itzy, Bitzy, Icarus, Kinich, 
Nelly, Kelly, Spock and Freya - as 
well as partner, Frank, who all live 
in Lemur Wood with her. 

“The siblings all seem very ex¬ 
cited with the newborns. The ba¬ 
bies are doing very well and Phoebe 
seems very settled in the walk¬ 
through wood exhibit and is happy 
to show off her new additions.” 



THE if . - i 

mSsivs 

CLEARANCE SALE 

Brintons Axminster.£16.95 sq. yd. 

Sensations heathers.£12.95 sq. yd. 

Wiltons Heavy Domestic.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree.£9.95 sq. yd. 

Apollo +.£6.95 sq. yd 

rvinyls^...£7.95 sq. yd. 

[C areiFree Felt Back.£3.95 sq. yd. 

Plus many more great offers Instore 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PART ROLLS WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the Midlands 
m m with the best selection, the best fitters, and are NEVER 
| f t undercut on price 

■ “ 4nO/ All end rolls > 

ffam I mi 1 a 1 f f I/O Oft this voucher 

|»!J] m II ni I I V/V VII (*First week of sale only) I 

| Kingswinford ^ ^ 

■Carpets 

W I 

/<? /Cradley 
X /§ / Heath 

^ Atourbridge 


Open 6 days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 10.30 to 4.00 
Closed Wednesdays 


Church Street, Brierley Hill 

OI 384 76448 



Windows & Conservatories, Orangeries 
Porches, Fascias & Soffit Boards 


YEAR 


Every window and conservatory is custom 
made to the most rigorous quality 

standards you will find in the 
___industry 

I No other company in the 
-i- g i area has more experience and 
know how than Rydale, and 
that’s why we have been inj 
Wtm ui I business for 
more than 
| 31 years. 


Replace the 
existing roof on your 
conservatory and 
create a comfortable 
environment and a 
room you can use 
all year round 


Supplied & 
Fitted...across 
the Midlands 




ULTIMATE^* 

.SECURITY 

GUARANTEE 


— No deposits or 
stage payments, you 
only pay when the- 4 
installation has 
been completed 


Saturday 9am to 4pm 


mmMm 
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WHERE TRADITIONAL 'ELEGANCE 



ombourne 


HomePro 


KEEPING YOUR HOME AUTHENTIC, SAFE AND ENERGY EFFICIENT THIS SPRING 
BEAUTIFULLY DESIGNED WINDOWS, DOORS, CONSERVATORIES & ORANGERIES 

We are a professional, family run, local company who have over 34 years year-on-year trading installing quality 
windows, doors, conservatories and orangeries. We pride ourselves on our high quality standards and that we 

can offer all our customers total satisfaction on whatever you need. 


ORANGERIES AND CONSERVATORIES 


For more information call us now on 


or visit our website at 


Morlock House, Bridgnorth Road, Wombourne, South Staffs WV5 OAL 

Opening Hours: Monday-Thursday 10am-6pm, Friday 10am-5pm, Saturday 10am-4pm, Sunday 10am-2pm 


storm 
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It’s free to register 


“I switched and 
saved over £300 


get you the very 
best energy deal 


Or you can also register online and find out more 
information at www.dudley.gov.uk/bigswitch 


Here's the bike that 
beat the wall of Death 


Sign up to Dudley’s Big Switch and we will 
get energy companies to compete to win 
you as a customer 


Les Whiston with Guy Martin’s Rob North Rocket BSA triple, for which Les supplied most of the parts 


MILLIONS watched on TV when 
motorbike racer and personali¬ 
ty Guy Martin set a new Wall of 
Death world speed record. 

The daredevil, who has broken numerous 
speed records on hit TV show Speed with 
Guy Martin, completed another death-defy¬ 
ing stunt by hurtling at 78.15mph around a 
huge wall built from shipping containers at 
an aircraft hangar near his Grimsby home. 

The craftsmanship of his BSA motorbike 
was vital and that’s where Dudley-based 
Trident MCS got involved. 

It was in an engineering workshop in 
Woodsetton that 80 per cent of the bike’s 
parts were made and hand-delivered to 
Martin. 

Les Whiston, aged 65, who runs the work¬ 
shop with his wife Denise, met the 34-year- 


old racer while at the Isle of Man for the 
Manx GP on the notorious TT course. Les 
had brought over a BSA motorbike over for 
a racer to tackle the demanding course and 
Martin, who began his career on his dad’s 
BSA, immediately showed an interest. 

Martin built the BSA for his Wall of 
Death challenge in his own workshop with 
his dad, Ian, and mechanic, Cammy Whit¬ 
worth. But 80 per cent of the parts came 
from the Woodsetton workshop. 

“We supplied the swinging arm and en¬ 
gine, the crank shaft was made in Wolver¬ 
hampton, the pistons were made in Oldbury 
and we designed the transmission so pretty 
much the whole record-breaking bike came 
from the Black Country,” said Les. 

“Guy would come up and collect the parts 
himself and we were there when he broke 
the record.” 


guy 


- 


Daredevil rider Guy Martin 


Simply call Dudley Council Plus on 


0300 555 2345 






OFF 




Doors and Drawers 
Before 31 st May 2016 


10 % 

OFF 


All New Kitchens, 
Bedrooms, Bathrooms 


I <^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 


Don’t Settle for Less 

e Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
• Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
replacement to an extension 


What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


iifQKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

£ THE GUILD ** 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN rJz' 

Membership No fll 20074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Register by 16 May 2016 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


Head Office & Showroom 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

01384 232413 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, 
Thursdays 9am - 7pm 
Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Stourport Showroom 

33 High Street, Stourport-on-Seven DY13 8BE 

01299 877718 

Open Tue, Wed & Sat 10.00am - 5.30pm 
Thursday 10.00am - 7.00pm 
Stourport closed Monday & Friday 


Customer satisfaction 
guaranteed. 

WE WILL NOT 
LET YOU DOWN 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 




www. qualitykitchenmakeoversltd. co. uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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Wolves in appeal for unity 
after sponsorship deal row 


WOLVES have hit back at criticism over its sponsorship deal 
with The Money Shop - and launched a range of charitable 
initiatives in response to fan feedback. 

Bosses at the club have been stung by a furious reaction from some 
quarters to the three-year deal, which was announced recently 
More than 3,000 fans have signed a petition opposing the deal, launched by 
Tom Byrne from Sedgley. Two city MPs and a host of councillors have urged 

Wolves to reverse its decision, includ¬ 
ing Dudley Council leader Councillor 
Pete Lowe. 

In response, Wolves have published 
open letters from chief executive Jez 
Moxey to MPs Rob Marris and Pat Mc- 
Fadden and city council leader Roger 
Lawrence. 

He pleads for unity and adds that al¬ 
though ‘we all wish it were different’ 
football is governed by a constant need 
for investment, such as the Money 
Shop deal. 

Replica 

Wolves have launched an option for 
parents to buy a child’s replica Wolves 
shirt without the Money Shop logo and 
a new Wolves/Money Shop project to 
give financial education to youngsters. 

They will publish an advert in next 
season’s programme highlighting 
work by charities on financial issues, 
while community finance organisa¬ 
tions will be able to advertise at The 
Money Shop’s Wolverhampton store. 

Wolves marketing chief Matt Gray¬ 
son said the club was fully aware of 
the strength of feeling among fans, or¬ 
ganisations and politicians. He added: 
“We are always keen to acknowledge 
and understand the views of our sup¬ 
porters, and recognise that this has 
proved a contentious issue, but we 
would ask people to judge the partner¬ 
ship between Wolves and The Money 
Shop over the course of the three-year 
agreement.” 


Zoo abseil 
event for 
cancer charity 

A CANCER charity is organising a 
sponsored abseil event down the walls 
of Dudley Castle. 

Balls to Cancer, which is based in 
Coseley, is inviting people to sign up 
for the event being held on Septem¬ 
ber 25. 

It costs £10 to register and everyone 
taking part has to raise a minimum 
£200 in sponsorship for the charity. 

The charity raises funds for male 
cancer awareness and education, par¬ 
ticularly about testicular cancer. 

Spectators 

Each abseiler can bring a maximum 
of four spectators to watch and cheer 
them on, and they will be allowed in 
Dudley Zoo at a reduced cost of £8. 

To find out more about the event 
email contact@balls tocancer.com or 
call 07882 110625. 

More information about the charity 
is available at the ballstocancer.co.uk 
website. 



The Claughton Centre dates back to 1904, originally Dudley Upper Standards School it was renamed after a former mayor 


PLANS to demolish an historic former 
school to make way for more than 50 
homes have been rejected. 

The Claughton Centre in Blower’s 
Green Road, Dudley, formerly the Sir 
Gilbert Claughton School, was set to 
be flattened to make a large area of 
land available for a housing develop¬ 
ment. Around 56 homes were proposed 
to be built on the site by PSP Dudley. 

Councillors had been keen to see the 
disused site redeveloped for housing 
but after visiting the site bosses were 
surprised by its good condition. 


The school closed in 1990 and was 
taken over by Dudley Council, which 
renamed it the Claughton Centre and 
used it as offices. 

Committee chairman Councillor 
Qadar Zada said: “Seeing the site for 
myself has completely changed my 
view of it. It is a much more signifi¬ 
cant building than I first thought. I 
was very surprised in how much of a 
good condition it still stands in. 

“I believe if the applicant goes ahead 
and gives notice to demolish the build¬ 
ing, it would be a great and significant 


injustice to Dudley and its people. Our 
next stage would be hopefully to meet 
with the potential developers and dis¬ 
cuss the next steps of the use of the 
building.” 

Save Britain’s Heritage contacted 
Dudley Council over the Edwardian 
building. Deputy director Mike Fox, 
said: “We are delighted to hear that 
demolition plans for the Claughton 
Centre have been rejected by Dud¬ 
ley Council. The building is clearly a 
handsome local landmark with im¬ 
pressive architectural flourishes.” 


Takeover for 
engineers 
after tragedy 

AN ENGINEERING company, left in 
limbo after its founder was killed in 
a motorcycle accident in Slovenia last 
year, has been taken over by a Dudley 
firm. 

Askey Precision Engineering in 
Wednesheld has been acquired by the 
Dudley-based Machined Fabrications 
group. 

Askey Precision’s founder and 
managing director, Cohn Askey, from 
Cheslyn Hay, died in September last 
year. 

The 52-year-old father of two, a 
keen motorcyclist was on a tour of 
Europe, leading a convoy of 28 other 
bikes n Slovenia when he lost control 
of his Ducati, came off the bike and 
was struck by a car. 

Aerospace 

His company employs 12 people at 
Neachells Lane, providing sub-con¬ 
tract machining capacity, jig and fix¬ 
tures amongst other services to the 
aerospace, defence and automotive 
sectors. 

New owner Machined Fabrications 
is part of a group of engineering com¬ 
panies specialising in heavy engineer¬ 
ing, machining and fabrication in the 
West Midlands and Lancashire. 

Matthew Wild, group managing di¬ 
rector, said: “We are delighted to have 
this company as part of our group.” 

it's bound to be an 
interesting history talk 

THE historic custom of marking out 
boundaries will be discussed at a Cra- 
dley Heath church. 

The custom of ‘beating the bounds’ 
will be discussed by Margaret Bradley 
at Overend Methodist Mission in Ban¬ 
ners Lane. 

The talk will include informa¬ 
tion about the tradition in the Black 
Country with lots of pictures. It is free 
admission to the event on Thursday, 
May 12. at 7.30pm. 
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NOW OPEN 
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NOW ONLY £179I NOW ONLY £75. 
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NOW ONLY £173*. NOW ONLY £269* 


WE WILL PAY 
YOUR PARKING 

Place an order v*rth us today and we wtl 
pay yotr Rvemarke* parking costs tor 
your v^c to our store 


NOW ONLY £22740 


www.hallowood.co.uk 


Call In and See Us at: 

Stourbridge Ryemarket Shopping Centre 

Unit 9 (Opposite Costa Coffee) 

Tel: 01384 443024 

Email stouitxidge^hatowood co.uk 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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On All Our Furniture 


100$ of Offers Online & In Store NOW FREE UK Delivery* 








































End is in view 
for road saga 

A ROUGH road saga spanning several 
years has moved a step closer to being re¬ 
solved, says an MP 

Stourbridge MP Margot James wrote to 
the organisations and businesses involved 
in a dispute over the maintenance of Clock- 
fields Drive, Brierley Hill. 

Due to a complex legal dispute, the roads 
on the estate have not been maintained by 
Dudley Council for several years. 

The Conservative MP wrote to each party 
involved in the dispute urging them to find 
a long-term resolution. 

She now says she received positive re¬ 
sponses from Persimmon Homes, who own 
sewers adjoining the estate, Severn Trent 
Water and the current landowner. 

She added: “I was informed that the 
current landowner has agreed to fund out¬ 
standing items that had prevented Severn 
Trent from completing their part of the 
road adoption process. I am pleased of the 
progress made so far.” 


Graduate who tried to dodge 
speeding fine is sent to prison 


A UNIVERSITY graduate from 
Dudley who tried to dodge a 
speeding fine by paying a ‘le¬ 
gal expert’ to provide false 
driver details to police has 
been jailed for three months. 

West Midlands Police said Ayesha 
Ahmed, who has a degree in interna¬ 
tional relations and politics, had ru¬ 
ined a promising career for the sake of 
not paying a small fine. 

Ahmed, of Baptist End Road, Neth- 
erton, was caught speeding in her 
BMW twice within five minutes by a 
mobile camera van parked near her 
home in July 2014. 


But rather than accept a driver 
awareness course for travelling at 
39mph and 40mph in a 30mph zone, 
the 27-year-old graduate paid £450 to 
a man who claimed he could exploit a 
‘legal loophole’ enabling her to escape 
punishment. 

Notices of Intended Prosecution 
sent to Ahmed were returned to en¬ 
forcement officers, claiming a woman 
from Walsall had been behind the 
wheel. Inquiries revealed eight other 
speeding offences had been attributed 
to drivers at the same Walsall address. 

Ahmed stood trial at Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Crown Court and was jailed after 
a jury unanimously found her guilty 


of attempting to pervert the course 
of justice. She was also banned from 
driving for 58 weeks. 

Pc Steve Jevons, of the West Mid¬ 
lands Camera Enforcement Unit, said: 
“Ahmed has paid a heavy price for 
thinking she could lie her way out of 
speeding offences. The jury concluded 
she was deliberately trying to avoid 
justice and not, as she claimed, victim 
of a scam by a bogus lawyer. She never 
met this ‘legal expert’, didn’t have an 
address or phone number for him, and 
paid the money via a third party. 

“Ahmed was given every opportu¬ 
nity to admit her guilt, that would 
have spared her a jail term.” 



Academy plans 
are challenged 

A BLACK Country MP has grilled the 
Education Secretary over plans to turn 
all schools into academies. Labour MP 
for Dudley North Ian Austin asked Nicky 
Morgan how forcing schools to become 
academies would improve education 
when one in five had been told they need¬ 
ed to improve by Ofsted. 

Ms Morgan was answering questions 
from the cross-party Education Commit¬ 
tee, which Mr Austin chairs. The Gov¬ 
ernment’s plans have been questioned by 
teaching unions, Labour leader Jeremy 
Corbyn, and even some Tory MPs. 

Mr Austin said: “The Government 
should be making the quality of educa¬ 
tion our number one priority. Labour’s 
original academy programme did help 
struggling schools improve but there’s no 
evidence that forcing every school down 
this route will drive up standards.” 
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Paul Tonkinson - one of the UK’s top stand-up comics 

FORMER Big Breakfast presenter and stand-up comic 
Paul Tonkinson has been added to the bill for a new night 
of comedy in the Black Country this summer. 

He was the support act for Michael McIntyre on his re¬ 
cent record-breaking tours, and will appear as top of the 
bill at Brierley Hill Civic Hall on Saturday, July 16. 

The Yorkshireman, considered one of the best stand-ups 
in the country, has stepped in to replace Kerry Godliman 
and will join rapper and comedian Doc Brown and Black 
Country troupe The Fizzogs. 

The show - called Live At The Civic -will be hosted by 
Dudley comedian Wayne Beese, 35, and 400 tickets have 
already been snapped up by comedy fans. 

Wayne said: “Naturally we are really disappointed Kerry 
has had to withdraw. But we are delighted to be able to an¬ 
nounce that Paul Tonkinson will be replacing her. He will 
probably be best remembered to many for his stint hosting 
The Big Breakfast.” 

To book tickets, call the box office on 0870 320 7000, or 
online at www.midlandboxoffice.co.uk 

Relaxing help call for 
cancer wellbeing day 

AN APPEAL has been made for pamper therapists who 
are able to volunteer to help cancer patients in the Black 
Country and Birmingham. 

Sandwell and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust is 
holding its annual cancer wellbeing day this month. 

Sara Connor, a cancer nurse specialist at the hospital 
trust, said: “This is a really great event that aims to offer 
emotional and practical wellbeing to patients living with 
and beyond a cancer diagnosis. The day gives patients and 
their carers the opportunity to discover a range of cancer 
wellbeing services that are locally available, all under one 
roof. The benefit of relaxation and physical therapeutic 
interventions is effective in promoting positive wellbeing. 
That’s why the pamper sessions, such as hand and head 
massages, prove to be so popular.” 

The event is at Villa Park on May 14, 10am to 3pm. To 
help call Jenny Donovan or Ian Charles on 0121 507 2618. 



WIUUM&SON 

CIMMMC 

SHOWROOM & WAREHOUSE RE-ORGANISATION 

SAVE UP TO 75%! SOME AT COS! PRICE- OR LESS! Q All STO 


, ITSHAPKNIN6 * 

Sr RIGHT NOW! 

AU THIS WEEK & WEEKEND 

To prepare for our end of year 
I stock-taking, we're clearing large 

Iquantities of surplus lounge, 

I ,eather ’ ,ivin 9 & bedroom 

^■■■^L^birniture, including beds!” 


-, ...vr.uumij UCUS; V 


Alstons Baker •bardi Hsmswsm Harrison 


?HTL MU09TOWW 


Myers rauch 


Rela^a 


tcs WADE 


CLEARANCE 

£699 


CLEARANCE 

£1360 


HTL ARNAGE 

Model O-WSHTANA-MODOII/12 
Suede-effect corner unit 

55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1539 Save £840 


| WELBECK HOUSE SLOANE 

Classic large and small sofas, 
chair & scatters in contemporary fabrics 

OVER 60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £3409 Save £2049 


mSmsr 


£249 

CLEARANCE 

£2369 


CLEARANCE 

£369 


ESSENTIALS RENO 

0-WSWFRE-SOF002 two seater sofa 
with double reclining motions in brown 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £999 Save £750 


WADECAMELOT 

Classical large sofa, 2 x wing chairs & scatters 

OVER 55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £5489 Save £3120 


ROM DELTA 

Contemporary accent chair & stool set 
in Bella pink fabric 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £933 Save £564 


RELAXATEEZE LUCY 

Model 0-WSRELUC-CHA001 
Chair in mink fabric 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £299 Save £224 


HTL ORLA 

Large twin motion sofa, small sofa & chair 
in CAT25 two-tone grey & elephant grey leather 

HALF PRICE TO CLEAR! 

Was £4749 Save £2374 


BARDI P0RT0FIN0 

Classically styled chair & stool set in Italian leather 

30% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1289 Save £390 


HTL MARINO 

O-WSHTMAR-SOFOOI sofa bed 
Choice of 2 faux leather colours 

65% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1549 Save £1000 


ESSENTIALS CASPER 

Contemporary small sofa in brown faux leather 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £899 Save £674 


CLEARANCE I CLEARANCE 


CLEARANCE 





KINGSTOWN DEVON 

Complete 8 item dining display 
Extending dining table, 6 x chairs & display unit 

60% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2199 Save £1320 


CHERBOURG OAK 

Complete 6 item dining display 
Extending dining table, 4 x chairs & sideboard 

65% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2819 Save £1820 


MARK WEBSTER KIMBERLEY 

Complete 7 item dining display -Extending dining 
table, 4 x chairs, sideboard & mirror 

63% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £2399 Save £1660 


BAKER GER0NA 

Contemporary styled GE10 coffee table 
in rich walnut finish 

75% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £549 Save £413 


ESSENTIALS LONDON 

Model O-WSWFLON-SBDOOI 
Contemporary light oak sideboard 

65% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £719 Save £470 


KINGSTOWN CAROLINE 

Complete 8 item bedroom display - Robe, 

4 x chests, dressing table, stool & mirror 

55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £1809 Save £1000 


JULIAN BOWEN BARCELONA 

Natural pine 3 draw bedside chest 

67% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £149 Save £100 


RAUCH LAGUNA 

Model 0-WSRALAG-ROB009 
2 door combination robe 

59% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £339 Save £200 


SILENTNIGHT MIRAC0IL 

Model 0-WSSIORT-MAT003 
King-size (150cm) mattress 

OVER 55% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £349 Save £200 


ALSTONS PLYMOUTH 

Model 0-WSALPLY-SOF047 Snuggler sofa bed 

65% OFF TO CLEAR! 

Was £989 Save £640 


CLEARANCE 

£809 


CLEARANCE 

£49 


CLEARANCE 

£139 


CLEARANCE 

£149 


plus MASSIVE DISCOUNTS available an all special order items! 



Merry Hill, Dudley 
West Midlands 


T. 01384 77444 


©T LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


CLEARANCE TIMES: 

Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm 
Saturday 10-6pm 
Sunday 11-5pm 


dl offers are subject to availability. E&OE 
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CHOiCE KITCHENS 


YOUR CHOICE... 

FOR A BETTER KITCHEN 



Chimney Extraction Unit 


Worth 


£250 


with every kitchen installation 


Unit 5, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford, DY6 7SH 


TELEPHONE: 

01384 936939 


EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED 
&DISADLED 
CUSTOMERS 


We are open 
7 days a week 




Bowled over 
by evening 
of skittles 

Wollaston E TWG 

THE April meeting, at 
which 48 members were in 
attendance, was competent¬ 
ly chaired by Julie Willetts. 

After formal matters had 
been completed, the meet¬ 
ing moved on to discuss 
forthcoming events. 

A request was made 
for volunteers to enter 
the Guild quiz. The Open 
Evening is also imminent 
and both the tea and talents 
and art groups are busy cre¬ 
ating items to display. 

A very enjoyable lunch 
was taken by approximately 
18 members at the College 
of Food, Birmingham, and 
this is now set to become an 
annual outing. 

A few members will wend 
their way to Wolverhamp¬ 
ton on May 18. Lunch will 
be taken, followed by a visit 
to the Grand Theatre for Jo¬ 
seph and the Amazing Tech¬ 
nicolor Dreamcoat. 

The annual skittles 
evening, organised by Jill 
Dunn, was a great success. 

A visit to Hagley Hall on 
June 7 has been arranged, 
to include a tour of the gar¬ 
dens followed by cream tea. 

The federation lunch is 
booked for Monday, July 
25 at Vesuvio restaurant, 
Stourbridge. The guild’s 
own annual dinner will be 
at Hagley Golf and Country 
Club on May 31. 

Speaker was Dean Harris, 
of UK International Search 
and Rescue, gave an excel¬ 
lent talk, with the aid of 
slides, about the wonderful 
work they do in countries 
which suffer natural disas¬ 
ters or acts of terrorism. 

The raffle was won by 
June Lees and Madelaine 
Dunn and the competition 
by Elizabeth Grove. 


Long-serving Jill is 
sworn in as president 



Sedgley E Guild 


Outgoing Sedgley guild president Edna Chappie, left, and new president Jill Yorke 

AT the April meeting, Edna Chappie, out¬ 
going president, handed the badge of office 
to Jill Yorke, the new president for the com¬ 
ing year. 

Both ladies are long-serving members of 
Sedgley Townswomen’s Guild. More than 
40 members then enjoyed a highly enter¬ 
taining evening of poetry and banter with 
David Bartley, ‘The Tipton Poet’. 

The guild meets on the third Monday of 


each month, 7.15pm, at Sedgley Commu¬ 
nity Centre, Ladies Walk. At the May 16 
meeting, the guest speaker will be an expert 
in the crafts of knitting and weaving. 

The guild also runs a walking group and 
arts and crafts sessions. 


Keith's window of opportunity 


CHAIRMAN Hazel Smith 
was absent through illness 
for the monthly meeting at 
Grange Court, Stourbridge 
on April 5, so committee 
member Chris Holton took 
the chair. 

The minutes of the last 
meeting were accepted and 
signed and secretary Jean 
Williams reminded mem¬ 
bers about the afternoon tea 
being at Wollaston Village 
Hall on May 19 to celebrate 


Grange E Guild 


the Queen’s 90th birthday. 
Treasurer Jill Attwood gave 
an up to date financial re¬ 
port. Marlene O’Hanlon 
reported that items for the 
food bank were still being 
collected. 

Marlene also reported she 
will be collecting items for 
the shoe boxes and informed 
members that she had a full 


diary of speakers for 2017. 
With the formalities com¬ 
pleted Chris introduced 
the speaker for the evening 
Keith Cattell, a retired ar¬ 
chitect, who gave an excel¬ 
lent talk about the history 
of stained glass windows 
complete with slide show. 

A vote of thanks was given 
for a very informative talk. 
Refreshments were served 
and the raffle was drawn 
with three lucky winners. 


Diamond Quality Care, In 
Home Care Your OWN Home 

We are a family owned and run business that was set up over 10 years ago in response to a growing local 
need for quality care services at Home. Building upon 30 years of experience in the industry, 
we are proud to have established ourselves as a leading provider of care at home in the Dudley borough. 

Personal Care - washing, bathing, dressing, etc. 

Preparation of meals/snacks - & help with feeding if applicable 

Domestic Support - Support with chores around the home 
e.g. vacuuming, polishing, tidying kitchen, making beds, etc. 

Shopping - We can accompany you to the shops or go for you! 

Medication Assistance - Our highly trained Care staff can help with your medication. 

Community Support - our friendly staff can escort you to appointments, attractions etc 

Sitting Service - Day or Night. 

We cover: HALESOWEN, CRADLEY HEATH, STOURBRIDGE, BRIERLEY HILL & SURROUNDING AREAS 
From 15min Monitor Visits To 24hr CARE & Everything In between! 

OFFERING PEACE OF MIND KNOWING WE ARE THERE TO HELP 

Based in the Heart of the community, Diamond Home Care is Care Quality Commission Registered 
We have experienced office personnel who are on the telephone 24/7 to help deal with any situation/query 



For More Info Call Our 
Friendly Team On: 

01216671499 

E: info@diamondhomecare.co.uk 
W: www.diamondhomecare.co.uk 



CLADDING 
TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
FITTED BY A LOCAL M 

FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i 

8 ABBOTSFORD DRIVE DUDLEY DY1 2HD i 
























































Always a favourite - the Red Arrows display team will be in action 

COMPETITION 

Get strapped 
in for perfect 
show take-off 



Enjoy a thrilling parachute display 


THE Royal Air Force Cosford Air 
Show is back and bigger than ever! 

On Sunday, June 19, the skies above 
the West Midlands will be alive with 
the sound of roaring fast jets and the 
nostalgic hum of World War II aircraft. 

RAF Cosford is once again opening 
its doors for a fun-filled day for every¬ 
one and 10 lucky readers may be able 



Delight at awe-inspiring Typhoon 


to go for free. The organisers have 
teamed up with the Chronicle series 
to offer 10 readers the chance to win 
a pair of tickets. 

The Red Arrows will perform 
their awe-inspiring display and the 
Typhoon will rattle your bones and 
leave you wanting more. 

From interactive exhibits getting 
children involved in science and 
technology to a 1950s feel in the Vin¬ 
tage Village, climbing into cockpits 
of fast jets, to finding that perfect 
souvenir in our Traders’ market it’s 
not just in the sky that you will be 
entertained. 

This year the show will feature 
the world class training held at RAF 
Cosford and the RAF as a whole with 
displays on the ground and in the air. 

A dedicated hangar will showcase 
the evolution of the jet engine and 


HOW TO ENTER 

To be in with a chance of winning 
simply answer this question. 

Which decade is commemorated 
in our Vintage Village? 

A.1930s B.1940s C.1950s 

Send your answers on a postcard 
to Cosford Competition, Chronicle 
Editorial, 51-53 Gueen Street, Wol¬ 
verhampton. WV11. Closing date: 
Thursday, May 12. Usual rules apply. 
Editor’s decision is final 


the Air Cadets are celebrating their 
75th anniversary with a display that will 
demonstrate the benefits of joining the 
organisation. 


EU referendum: Your 
questions answered 



Public meeting hosted by Anthea McIntyre MEP 
6.30-8pm, 13th May 2016 - Old Swinford Hospital School, 
Heath Lane, Stourbridge, DY8 1QX 

What good does the EU do us? How much does 
membership really cost? What do we get out of it? 

Anthea McIntyre is holding a public meeting to answer your questions, 
without pushing one side of the argument or the other. 

She says: This is a hugely important issue, but people feel badly informed. 

I want to help create an informed debate by putting what information 
I can before the public.’ 

Anthea McIntyre, Daniel Dalton: Conservative MEPs for the West Midlands 


Views expressed in this advert are the personal views of Anthea McIntyre and not necessarily those of the ECR Group or 
Conservatives in the European Parliament. Promoted and published by the ECR Group, 32 Smith Square, London SW1 P 3EU 



European ConservatartM 
end R«4ormi*l* Qroup 


I’m desperate 
for a NEW 
BATHROOM 

I’ve tried lots of 
other reputable 
companies but their 
prices are too high! 

CAN YOU HELP? 

YES!! WE CAN HELP YOU 



EXAMPLE FULL JOB FOR 

£ 3850.00 

• 90x90 Quadrant Cubicle 
with low level tray 

• 15 SQM Wall Tiles 

• Tiled Floor 

• Replacement Shower 

• New Basin & WC 

• All Rubbish Removed 

EXTRA DISCOUNT 
FOR OUR RETIRED & 
DISABLED CUSTOMERS 


DISABLED 

SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in & out of your bath? 
We will remove the Bath & 
Fit an easy access low level 
round, square or oblong 
cubicle & Tiled inside. 

Supply a new 
replacement shower 
A Folding Seat & Grab Rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150.00 


VAT FREE IN QUALIFYING CASES 

DAYTIMES & WEEKEND VISITS A PLEASURE 


“Our company is owned 
and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried 
out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices 
as low as possible in order 
to keep within the budgets 
of retired, disabled and 
working families which 
make up 95% of our 
customers.” 


KnmumsMK 


ch°oYce BATH ROOMS 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 

01384 287222 

Showroom also at: 39, Lichfield Road, 
Wednesfield,Wolverhampton WVI I ITW 

01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 
9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 
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In 2008 the bus left the garage for the first time in 15 years after its restoration to working 
order and the team then set to the task of completing the project 


In 1998, the group used the inside of the bus as a temporary shed before 
starting on the road to returning it to its former glory 


The 156 Bus Group - Howard ‘Terry’ Carter, Graham Harper, 
Dave Wootton and Ian Rhydderch with their pride and joy 



Dave Wootton, who is one of the drivers of the 156 bus 


Wheels on the bus go round again 
after decades of attention to detail 


IT has taken Graham Harper dec¬ 
ades, but the driven 75-year-old 
has spent more than £23,000 re¬ 
building the bus that took him to 
school more than 60 years ago. 

Graham used to hop on the number 
28 bus as a teenager each morning 60 
years ago and even travelled on the 
Daimler CVG 5 on its first day of ser¬ 
vice. 

So when the opportunity to get hold of 
the disused vehicle from the West Brom¬ 
wich Bus Corporation came up in 1967, he 
managed to strike a bargain deal with the 
council. But Graham only began working on 
the bus, which has cost him £13,000 in rent 
to store alone, in 1982 with pals. 

Incredibly, even after he finished stud¬ 
ying at Cronehills Secondary Technical 
School in West Bromwich, Graham even 
used the bus to travel to work for years 
while as an apprentice at a steel equipment 
company. In total, Graham reckons he had 


MEMORY LANE 


Report by Alex Ross 


travelled 54,600 miles on the bus while 
using the 28 route. 

The components for the bus set Graham 
back a princely £10,000 in total, with the 
likes of new tyres and replacement seat cov¬ 
ers costing £1,000 and £2,500 respectively. 

Even after years of riding the bus to and 
from work, Graham then took up working 
as a bus driver until his retirement and puts 
his long-lasting love down to his father who 
also worked in the profession. 

Chassis 

The 38-seater vehicle has since passed its 
MOT and thankfully for Graham, and his 
wallet, he doesn’t have to pay road tax. 

The labour of love has seen Graham and 
his mates Terry Cater, 74, Dave Wootton, 
70, and Ian Rhydderch, 74, at the 156 Bus 
Group painstakingly strip out the entire bus 


right down to the chassis which transpired 
was built in 1948. And, having driven buses 
for so long, it was only fitting that Graham 
took his renovated ride for a spin once it 
was roadworthy. 

Graham said: “Initially when I got be¬ 
hind the wheel of the Daimler I had res¬ 
ervations, as I had been surprised that the 
bus had passed its MOT. But it was an ab¬ 
solute pleasure to drive and take it on the 
road as there were so many memories that 
it brought back. I used to get on the num¬ 
ber 28 bus to get to secondary school in the 
morning and have ended up getting on that 
route all of my life.I’d often thought that I 
wouldn’t mind becoming a bus driver like 
my father and when the opportunity came 
up to buy the bus, I thought I would become 
an owner as well.” 

While the project has been dear to Gra¬ 
ham and his friends over the years though, 
he admitted that the painstaking process 
sometimes tested his wife, Joyce, 70. Gra¬ 
ham said: “My wife has been very patient 
with me over the years.” 



Graham Harper, seen when he was aged six 


Move family closer with Part Exchange 


V 

McCarthy 8c Stone 

The UK’s leading retirement housebuilder 



If you would like an older relative to live a little closer, then a retirement apartment from McCarthy & Stone could be the perfect solution. With 
our Part Exchange* service, we can help your loved ones achieve a quick and easy, guaranteed sale for their home which means they may be 
able to move sooner than you think. 


SANDERSON COURT, Park Road, Hagley DY9 0AP LOWESTONE COURT, Stone Lane, Kinver DY7 6EX 

1, 2 and 3 bedroom luxury age exclusive apartments 1 and 2 bedroom luxury age exclusive apartments 
for sale from £225,950 to £425,950. for sale from from £189,950 to £280,950. 


Please call us on 0800 810 0020 for more details or visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk 


*Ts&Cs apply. Agreement is subject to survey, contract and the terms and conditions of the Part Exchange company. Part Exchange is capped at £450,000 for your property; any amount over this limit is subject to negotiation. 
Not available in conjunction with any other offer or promotion. Offer may be withdrawn at any time. Written details available on request. Visit mccarthyandstone.co.uk/offers for more details. 
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CENTRAL 

ROOFING 


fmd us On H Facebook And * Yell.com 

Central Roofing *g|§jgj n 

DIV SOS: BIG BUILD 

♦fUiRoof, •SUteiTllefloofs 
l J Work 



Liquid rubber roof 
specialists 

Flat roofs 

Slate and tile roofs 

Chimneys 

Remedial work 


James took over the company in 2000 and has gone from strength to strength featuring in DIY SOS - 
The Big Build and carrying out charity work. 

Central Roofing don’t take deposits on most roof types, unlike many other companies. 

Before and after pictures will be taken to show the problem so you have complete satisfaction. 

Rill roof surveys can be arranged for people thinking of buying a property. 

SO DON’T DELAY CALL US TODAY 


10 % 

Full Tiled 

Re-Roof 


Every Re-Roof 
ordered in April and 
May will qualify for 
FREE Fascia, Soffit 
and Guttering 


15 % 

off Full Rubber 
Liquid Flat Roofs 
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GP surgery gets praise as most 
practices are making the grade 


HEALTH chiefs have highlighted the great services availa¬ 
ble across Dudley’s GP practices - despite a practice being 
placed into special measures. 

The CQC have inspected 24 Dudley practices this financial year, with 
21 receiving an overall rating of good and receiving the highest rating 
possible for specific areas of service. 

Moss Grove Surgery in Kingswinford was given an ‘outstanding’ rating for 
- being well led in an inspection carried 


Borough to 
miss out on 
Metro no more 

DUDLEY borough has ‘missed out 
hugely’ by not being connected to the 
Midland Metro, says Dudley Council’s 
regeneration boss. 

The line is now set to be extended 
to Dudley town centre as well as 
the Merry Hill Shopping Centre and 
Brierley Hill as part of a multi-million 
scheme. 

Councillor Khurshid Ahmed said 
the extension will be massive boost. 

It is hoped the work will begin in 
the next three years with the crea¬ 
tion of the West Midlands Combined 
Authority key to taking the plans for¬ 
ward. 

Councillor Ahmed said: “Dudley 
has missed out hugely. There is such 
a great opportunity with all the tour¬ 
ism coming into Birmingham. And the 
reason is, who is going to catch the 
number 126 bus into Dudley? It isn’t 
going to happen. But the new connec¬ 
tion could take people to the Black 
Country Museum, Dudley Zoo and the 
revamped Dudley town centre.” 


out in February. The surgery provides 
a full range of GP services to nearly 
15,000 patients. Inspectors identified 
the high standards of safety in place 
at the practice and said risks were well 
managed. They noted patients’ needs 
were assessed and care plans devel¬ 
oped using best practice guidance. 

Under CQC’s new programme of 
inspections, all England’s GP prac¬ 
tices are given a rating according to 
whether they are safe, effective, car¬ 
ing, responsive and well-led. 

Last month Quarry Road Sur¬ 
gery, on Quarry Road, was rated as 
‘inadequate’ and placed into special 
measures, following an inspection in 
February. 

Although inspectors found staff 
were ‘courteous and helpful’ to pa¬ 
tients both visiting the surgery and on 
the telephone, there were significant 
areas of concern as ‘care and treat¬ 
ment was not always delivered in line 
with best practice’. 

Mr Steve Wellings, chairman of the 
Primary Care Commissioning Com¬ 
mittee, was delighted with the report 
on Moss Grove. He said: “It is great 
to see Moss Grove Surgery receive an 
outstanding rating for being well led 
by the CQC. It is a testament to the 
excellent skills and hard work of all 
the staff who played a part. It is clear 
that Moss Grove Surgery is providing 
an effective, responsive and well led 
service.” 


High hops for new touring exhibition 



Janine Fletcher from Tipton looking at the touring exhibition about the Black Country’s hop pickers 
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AN EXHIBITION looks at the mass 
exodus of folk from the Black Country 
who travelled to Herefordshire and 
Worcestershire for the hop-picking 
season. 

The Hop Project focuses on the 
hop-pickers of the 19th and early 
20th centuries. This migration of la¬ 
bour from Birmingham and the Black 


Country, and also the South Wales 
valleys, was brought to an end in the 
1960s when the mechanisation of the 
hop industry drastically reduced the 
number of workers needed for the an¬ 
nual harvest. 

The project is conceived and pro¬ 
duced by artists Elizabeth Rowe and 
Chris Poolman. It will be touring over 


the next 18 months. The exhibition is 
being displayed at Oldbury Library 
from May 5 to May 28 and Haden Hill 
House Museum, from August 4 to 25, 
before touring the hop growing coun¬ 
ties and next year going to Gdansk in 
Poland. 

For more information visit www. 
thehopproject.co.uk 


Bluebell wood 
being opened 
to the public 

AN ANCIENT bluebell wood is be¬ 
ing opened for the National Garden 
Scheme (NGS) near Stourbridge for 
the next two weekends. 

Keeper’s Cottage wood in Greens- 
forge Lane boasts more than three 
acres of bluebells, sweeping along 
the banks of Smestow Brook where it 
joins the River Stour. 

It’s the first time the wood has been 
opened to the public and is the only 
bluebell wood listed this year in the 
Staffordshire, Birmingham and West 
Midlands NGS region. 

Owner Jenny Brookes said: “A 
bluebell wood nearby was open for the 
NGS some years ago and hundreds of 
people used to visit. 

“We thought it would be a good idea 
to open our woods so that more people 
than just our family and friends can 
see the magnificent blue carpet which 
forms during early May. 

“It’s taken a lot of organisation, so 
we hope people will turn up to have 
a look.” 

Keeper’s Cottage is located along 
Greensforge Lane, just off the A458 
Stourbridge to Bridgnorth Road. 

The woods will be open from noon 
to 4 pm on Sunday May 8 and again 
on Saturday, May 14. For more infor¬ 
mation contact peter@brookesmedia. 
com. 

Last year the NGS donated £2.6 
million to help various charities. 

Banqueting suite up 
for sale at Villa Park 

A BANQUETING suite in Dudley 
town centre will go under the hammer 
in Birmingham today (Thursday). 
There is a guide price of £475,000 to 
£500,000 for the Prince Banqueting 
Suite, Martin Hill Street. 

It is one of the 137 lots in SDL Big- 
wood’s latest property auction, from 
11am in the Holte Suite at Villa Park 
ground. It includes properties for¬ 
merly owned by West Midlands Police 
and the Canal & River Trust. 



Advertisements in local newspapers and websites are the 
most popular way of keeping an eye on the property market 

SOURCE: The Newspaper Society - Consumer Catalyst 2014 


To find out more about advertising in the Express & Star call 01902 31 31 31 


Express & Star 
























Noel is in brilliant form 


High-flying 

Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds, 
Genting Arena, Birmingham NEC 

CLASSIC rock, mod rock, Brit pop, 
call it what you want but Noel Gal¬ 
lagher’s honed it to perfection. 

The genius of this Mancunian music 
magpie is that he takes the best ingre¬ 
dients (a pinch of Sex Pistols, a twist 
of Beatles, a drop of Led Zep) are crafts 
them into his own songs. 

Noel was hunched over the mic, gui¬ 
tar in hand, the peformance enhanced 


by state-of-the-art video imagery. The 
band’s sound was augmented by a 
brass section and choir. 

There was a little banter with the 
standing fans at the front and a dedi¬ 
cation of D’yer Wanna Be A Spaceman 
to Leicester City fan and Kasabian 
singer Serge Pizzorno. 

There were the predictable cries of 
Oasis. He pleased fans of his old band 
by peppering his 100 minute set with 
those 90s favourites. But most songs 


came from the two High Flying Birds 
albums, the self-titled debut and last 
year’s Chasing Yesterday. 

They were brilliantly done from 
opener Everybody’s On The Run 
through Riverman, The Mexican and 
If I Had A Gun. Oasis favourites in¬ 
cluded Half The World Away, Cham¬ 
pagne Supernova, The Masterplan, 
and the encore’s ecstatic sing-along 
Wonderwall and Don’t Look Back In 
Anger. Leon Burakowski 


Compelling 
drama from 
small cast 

Dial M For Murder, Grand 
Theatre, Wolverhampton 

FREDERICK Knott’s play 
was famously turned into 
an Alfred Hitchcock film, 
so, while this didn’t have 
the same suspense it was 
still riveting viewing. 

After an opening act 
which saw the ‘wrong’ mur¬ 
der committed, the second 
act slowed down as the plot 
unravelled against the pro¬ 
tagonist Tony Wendidce. 

A cast of five, led by soap 
stars Oliver Mellor and 
Terri Dwyer as Tony and 
his wife Sheila all deliver, 
particularly John Hester 
as Inspector Hubbard, who 
had the demeanour of an old 
school officer off to a tee. 

Set in one room and with 
compelling dialogue, the 
small cast serves to make it 
more intimate and gripping. 

Jolyon Young as Captain 
Lesgate and a very com¬ 
petent Marcus Hutton as 
Sheila’s love interest Max 
Halliday make up the cast. 

Talking Scarlet, the com¬ 
pany behind the produc¬ 
tion, are back at the Grand 
in June for Swap!, written 
and directed by Ian Ogilvy, 
starring Freya Copeland 
(ex-Emmerdale) and Kim 
Tiddy (The Bill). If it’s half 
as good as this, it will be 
worth watching. 

Mark Shipp 


REVIEWS 



Setting the scene for the, sometimes outrageous, but very entertaining displays 


Sexy dresses and stilettos 
- and that was just the men 


Priscilla Queen of the Desert, 

Grand Theatre 

THIS was one show that was never going 
to drag. With a storyline about two drag 
queens and a transsexual woman travelling 
across the Aussie outback, a kaleidoscope of 
colourful outfits and language, and a hit pa¬ 
rade of dance floor favourites including Say 
a Little Prayer, Go West and Hot Stuff it 
was always going to keep you on your toes. 

The feelgood musical was funny and dif¬ 
ferent. Yes, slightly pantomime-ish with the 
wonderfully outlandish costumes but very 
entertaining. 

Duncan James went from boy band hunk 
to drag queen and ticked the right boxes as 
drag artist Mitzi who, unbeknown to the 
other two, had a wife and son who he ends 
up finally meeting. Blue band’s James was 


stepping into the shoes previously worn by 
the likes of Jason Donovan and Darren Day. 

Teaming up with Adam Bailey as Felicia, 
the fellow drag artist and transsexual Ber¬ 
nadette, played by Simon Green, the three 
worked together, played together and ar¬ 
gued together along the tortuous journey. 

The production, based on the 1994 Aus¬ 
tralian film, follows the journey of the trio 
who travel in a battered old bus and have to 
deal with a difficult situations on the way 
including homophobic abuse. 

The three singers lowered on platform to 
sing above the stage had terrific voices and 
the cast, including Wolverhampton’s Amy 
Di Bartolomeo, as Diva, were very deserv¬ 
ing of the standing ovation. The show runs 
until Saturday. 

Sue Attwater 


:The Gallery: 

Beautiful kitchens at affordable prices 




there's a Ol | 

wilko 

there's a way 
Shop 24/7 @ wilko.com 




-SPRING IS HEREIN 

Is youn Property due a Spring Clean? 


At BTF Cleaning we specialise in external cleaning of: 




DRIVEWAYS JET WASHED 

• WEED KILLED/RESANDED 

• PATIOS REGROUTED 

• CONCRETE IMPRINT RECOLOURED AND SEALED 

• ALL UPVC PROFESSIONALLY CLEANED 

• CONSERVATORIES/ORANGERIES VALETED 

• GUTTERS/FACSIAS/SOFFITS WASHED AND 
CLEANED OUT 

• WINDOW FRAMES DEEP CLEANED 
AND BOUGHT BACK TO NEW 


CLEANING SERVICES LIMITED 


www.btfcleaningservices.co.uk 

Narrow Lane, Halesowen, 

West Midlands. B62 9ND 

Tel/Fax No: 01384 568345 Mob: 07979 211302 
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10% Discount 

on purchases of £20 or above 
on production of this advert. 

Valid until 13th May 2016 


Tn:r ^ 


Moor Street 


KETTLE & TOASTER MAN 

Top brand electrical items at 

BARGAIN PRICES 

0£&dwpi!b^dI]]>g]jijp?Bji&il(v 


'<m g rafriftr a Itii rtw nte ifrsrtt m ,t, .ftiy '<Vh r-t.T=1 

sfl&ir tsinr .^.0 jnftfl owstfinsa? sfi cu? Us €®B (jfflffio Effundl orftiff) ooMag [j^frv, 


TRADE WAREHOUSE OPEN TO PUBLIC MON FRI 8AM-4PM, SAT 8AM-12PM 


Professional 

Mixer 

from 


Mop 6 in 1 
mop and 
handhelp 
Only 


Steam 

generator 


Rotisserrie 


Tower Combi 
Microwave 
Grill Oven 


Microwave 

from 


Available 
in 6 

colours 


Retro Music 


Dessert 


Cd player 
record player 
tape player 


Kettle & Toaster Man 

Urvt 2C. Aft*on Works Moor St, Bnorloy Hi* 
West Midland*. 0Y5 35Z 

Tel: 013 8448 3286 

www.kettleandtoasterman.co.uk 
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fast 


Flamin’ 
hot show 

Opera raises the 
temperature 

See Page 23 


4a 




Idiots on song 

Rocking musical 
- See Page 22 


NATIVE 

MONSTER 


A 





For full listings see 


X. 

every Friday 


TraOelstyle coach holidays FREE BROCHURE 0844 288 0830 or visit travelstyletours.co.uk 


THEATRE BREAKS 


MORE SHOWS... V -/ 

travelstyletours.co.uk 


LONGLEAT SAFARI 
Jungle Cruise b Bath 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Admission to Safari Park, Jungle Cruise, African 
Village, Longleat House & more plus visit to Bath 


OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
Ticket included 


14 MAY • JERSEY BOYS • MAMMA MIA 
28 MAY . MOTOWN . TOM JONES STORY 
4 JUN * MAMMA MIA 
11JUN .SUNNYAFTERNOON 
} 25 JUN. PHANTOM. LES MIS 

16JUL .MAMMAMIA.BEAUTIFUL 
6 AUG . ALADDIN • LION KING 
3 SEP • ALADDIN * MATILDA 
10 SEP .JERSEY BOYS 
17 SEP .CHICAGO op rune 



2 DAYS from £99.95 




5 DAYS from £199.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Britannia Hotel, Woolsington 
• Includes visits to Bamburgh, Seahouses & Holy Island, 
Berwick on Tweed and Cheviot Hills 




5 DAYS FROM £179.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adamton House Hotel 
• Isle of Arran tour & Loch Lomond Cruise 




2 DAYS FROM £89. 95 half board | 
• See Flying Scotsman in steam at SHITdon (Jul) 
Severn Valley Steam Gala (Sep). All dates 
include steam train ride on a Vintage Locomotive 



6 pm-9p»" ' 

\ jt^cappd^_ 

5 DAYS £189.95 


iHBBa m 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Adelphi Hotel 
• Includes Beatles Tour & Cavern Club, Mersey 
River Cruise & Visit to Chester 


4/5 DAYS FROM £179.95 

3/4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Seascape/Bancourt Hotel 
• Admission included to Eden Project 


POLAR BEARS, PENGUINS 
& KINGDOM OF ICE 


2 DAYS £99.95 

OVERNIGHT HALF BOARD 
• Includes admission to Yorkshire Wildlife Park, home 


5 DAYS £179.95 


4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Scarisbrick Hotel, Southport 
• Includes visits to Keswick, Kendal Market, Morecambe, 
Arnside plus Severn Lakes Circular Tour 



5 DAYS FROM £219.95 

4 NIGHTS HALF BOARD Trecarn Hotel 
• Includes South Devon steam train ride & River Dart 
cruise, plus an afternoon Devon cream tea 


Explore more: Lake Garda, Austria, Costa Brava, Ostend, Amsterdam, Disneyland, Paris, Ireland from £189.95 
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thefastticket 


Listings for May 6-12 


(t's al( kubpimq 

* * BIRMINGHAM V 

(j[]j) GENTING ARENA 

gtV barclaycard 
arena 



• 18 Jun 2016 


1 1 \ 1 

Js 

A 




V 



• 22 Nov 2016 



• 26 Oct 2016 



• 8 Dec 2016 



# 10 Dec 2016 



• 3 Feb 2017 

WHAT WILL YOU 
SEE NEXT? 

• gentingarena.co.uk 

• barclaycardarena.co.uk 

theticketfactory.com ® 


• 16-19 Jun 2016 


HATIOHAL 

<5 LASS 

* - 

FAIR . 

'U; 

SUNDAY 

jMsT.-■ -« 

8 1VIAV 

% 

10.30am to 4.00pm 


NATIONAL 


MOTORCYCLE 

V 

MUSEUM 

iS 

Nfr. B’ham NEC 

W. MIDLANDS 

3m M 

B92 OEJ 

■F 

Tel: 07887 762872 


nationalglassfair.com 



ANTIQUE COLLECTORS 
& VINTAGE FAIR 
UTTOXETER RACECOURSE 


V, 




(SATNAV ST 14 8BD) 

VIA STAFFORD RD/A449 & B5013 

SATURDAY/SUNDAY 
7TH & 8TH MAY 
100 + STALLS INSIDE + 
OUTSIDE PITCHES 
10AM - 4PM ADM.£1.50 
CHILDREN FREE 


PLENTY OF FREE PARKING 


ANTIQUE FORUM 
01782 393660/07921659798 



Wheatus 



Saturday, 7pm 
The Station, Cannock 
The American rockers who had a hit 
with Teenage Dirtbag and are front¬ 
ed by Brendan B Brown (pictured), 
headline before supporting Busted at 
Genting and Barclaycard arenas. 

Visit www.wheatus.com 


Carlos 

Acosta 



Friday and Saturday, 7.30pm 
Birmingham Hippodrome 
Returns only for these performanc¬ 
es during the city’s dance festival, 
in which the Royal Ballet’s dynamic 
Cuban star says ‘A Classical Farewell’ 
before his retirement from ballet. 

Visit www.idfb.co.uk 


Brantley 

Gilbert 



Saturday, 7pm 
B’ham 02 Institute 2, Digbeth 
This young American country music 
star is used to playing arenas state¬ 
side, but will probably relish a return to 
smaller venues. 

Visit: www.o2institutebirmingham. 
co.uk 


American 

Idiot 



Tuesday to Saturday 

New Alexandra Theatre, B’ham 

Singer-songwriter Newton Faulkner 
will star in the Grammy and Tony 
award-winning American punk rock 
musical alongside X Factor finalist 
Amelia Lily, feat. Green Day songs. 
Visit www.atgtickets.com 


ROCK & POP 

Yes 

Tonight at 7.30pm, £39 
Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Corky Laing 

Mon at 7.30pm -11 pm, 

The Robin 2 FHotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Jason Donovan 

Wed at 8pm, £28.50 - £32.50 
Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

II Divo 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

BPop Live 

Sun at 7pm, 

Genting Arena, Birmingham, 

B40 1 NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

Money For Nothing: Dire Straits 
Tribute 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Travis 
Thu at 7pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Absolute Blondie: Tribute To 
Blondie 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 FHotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

From The Jam 

Tonight at 7pm -11 pm, 

The Robin 2 FHotel, 

Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

The Reform Club 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

The Robin 2 FHotel, Bilston, 

WV14 7LJ. 

Call 01902 401211 

Carla Sings Dusty Springfield 

Sun at 3pm - 6pm, 

Fletchers bar, Kings Fleath, 
Birmingham, B14 7SA. 

Call 0121 4434725 

Too Rex: T Rex Tribute 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

The RoadFlouse Birmingham, 
Kings Norton, 

B30 3DZ. 

Call 0121 246 2273 

Kast Off Kinks 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, £20 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 1DE. 

Call 01543 578762 


Voulez Vous: Abba Tribute 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. 

Call 01527 65203 

Flight 15 

Tonight at 6pm, 

02 Academy Birmingham, 

B1 1DB. 

Call 0121 622 8250 

Wheatus 

Tomorrow at 7pm, 

The Station, Upper Floor, 
Cannock Shopping Centre, 
WS11 1LS. 

JAZZ. SOUL FUNK 

BLUES & MOTOWN 

Jazzlines Free gigs: James 
Banner’s Band 

Tonight at 5pm, 

Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Jazz Flouse 

Sun at 5.30pm - 7.30pm, 

Light Flouse, 

Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1HT. 

Call 01902 716055 

Young Pilgrims 

Tonight at 8.30pm, 

Flare & Flounds, 

Kings Fleath, 

Birmingham, 

B14 7JZ. 

Call 0844 870 0000 

Matt Palmer’s Rhythmic Reeds 
with Christine Tyrrell 

Sun, 

Albrighton Sports & Social Club, 

WV73QT 

Call 01902 372523 

FOLK. COUNTRY 

& ACOUSTIC 

Brantley Gilbert 

Tomorrow at 6pm, £16 
The Institute, 

Digbeth, 

Birmingham, 

B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Josienne Clarke And Ben 
Walker 

Mon at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Dan Walsh 

Tonight at 8pm, 

Stafford Gatehouse Theatre, 
ST16 2LT. 

Call 01785 254653 

Big Boy Bloater 

Sun at 7pm - 11pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 


Country Roads: A Celebration 
Of John Denver 

Wed at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Shook Twins 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

Kitchen Garden Cafe, 

King’s Fleath, Birmingham, 

B14 7SA. 

Call 0121 443 4725 

The Fureys 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Palace Theatre, Redditch, 

B98 8AE. Call 01527 65203 

Sam Carter 

Wed at 8pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury. 
SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

CLASSICAL & 

OTHER MUSIC 

Igor Levit - The People United 
Will Never Be Defeated 

Tue at 7.30pm - 10pm, £20 
Birmingham Town Flail, B3 3DQ. 
Call 0121 780 3333 

Claire Jones 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

Lethal Bizzle 

Tomorrow at 6.30pm - 10pm, 
£15 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Aurelio Voltaire 

Tonight at 6.30pm, 

The Institute, Digbeth, 
Birmingham, B5 6DY. 

Call 0121 643 0428 

Liza Pulman: The Songs Of 
Flollywood 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 
SY3 8FT. 

Call 01743 281281 

A Scandinavian Serenade 

Wed at 2.30pm - 4.30pm, 
Birmingham Town Flail, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Karl Jenkins Requiem 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, £14.50 - 
£39.50 

Symphony Flail, Birmingham, 

B1 2EA. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

COMEDY 

Simon Evans: In The Money 

Tonight at 8pm -11 pm, 

The Glee Club, 

Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 


Thursday Night Comedy 
Carousel 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

The 3 Amigos 

Tonight at 7pm, 

The Drum, Aston on Carrant, 
Birmingham, B6 4UU. 

Call 0121 333 2400 

Upfront Comedy 

Sun at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QFI. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Best In Live Stand-up 
Comedy 

Tonight at 7.45pm, Tomorrow at 
7.45pm, 

The Glee Club, Birmingham, 

B5 4TD. 

Call 0871 472 0400 

The Invisible Dot Ltd Presents... 
Live At The Town Flail With 
Adam Buxton 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Town Flail, 

B3 3DQ. 

Call 0121 780 3333 

Citizen Khan: They All Know Me! 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Genting Arena, 

Birmingham, B40 1NT. 

Call 0121 780 4141 

THEATRE 

Cloud Gate Dance Theatre Of 
Taiwan: Songs Of The 
Wanderers 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Birmingham Flippodrome, 

B5 4TB. 

Call 0844 338 5000 

Margaret Thatcher Queen Of 
Soho 

Tonight at 8pm, Tomorrow at 
8pm, 

mac, Cannon Hill Road, Birming¬ 
ham, B12 9QH. Call 0121 446 
3232 

The Father 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2pm, 7.30pm, 

Birmingham Repertory Theatre, 

B1 2ER 

Call 0121 236 4455 

Priscilla Queen Of The Desert 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. Call 01902 573320 

Viv Kelly School Of Dance And 
Theatre: Born To Dance 

Tomorrow at 2pm, 7pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

Green Day’s American Idiot 

Tue at 7.30pm, Wed at 7.30pm, 
Thu at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 


Bad Jews 

Tonight at 7.30pm, Tomorrow at 
2.30pm, 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Ballet Theatre UK: Pinocchio 

Tonight at 7.30pm, 

Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

CWAGMS: The Witches Of 
Eastwick 

Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 
Prince Of Wales Centre, 
Cannock, WS11 IDE. 

Call 01543 578762 

Roy Fludd’s Very Own Music 
Hall 

Tomorrow at 7.30pm, 

Festival Drayton Centre, 

Market Drayton, TF9 3AX. 

Call 01630 654444 

Joan 

Wed at 8pm, Thu at 8pm, 
mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Arts Centre Telford: Sweet 
Charity 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 
Oakengates Theatre, Telford, 

TF2 6EP 

Call 01952 382382 

Graeme Of Thrones 

Thu at 7.30pm, 

Lichfield Garrick, WS13 6HR. 

Call 01543 412121 

The Mousetrap 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 2.30pm, 7.30pm, Thu at 
7.30pm, 

Theatre Severn, Shrewsbury, 

SY3 8FT. Call 01743 281281 

Woody Sez:The Life & Music Of 
Woodie Guthrie 

Sun at 7.30pm, 

New Alexandra Theatre, 
Birmingham, B5 4DS. 

Call 0844 871 3011 

Tribhangi Dance Theatre: 
Sukuma 

Sun at 5pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 

The Glass Menagerie 

Mon at 7.30pm, Tue at 7.30pm, 
Wed at 7.30pm, Thu at 7.30pm, 
The Rose Theatre, Broadwaters, 
Kidderminster, DY10 2RX. 

Call 01562 743745 

English Touring Opera: Don 
Giovanni 

Tue at 7.30pm, 

Wolverhampton Grand Theatre, 
WV1 IDE. 

Call 01902 573320 

Volcano Theatre: Century Song 

Tue at 8pm, 

mac, Birmingham, B12 9QH. 

Call 0121 446 3232 


Check out full listings in the ticket in Friday’s Express & Star 
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Violence, sex and 
opera singing too 



ETO’s Iphigenie en Tauride (front Don Giovanni) Photo: Richard Hubert Smith 


PREJUDICES against opera 
as being boring are likely to 
be blown away by English 
Touring Opera’s acclaimed 
new productions of Mozart’s 
Don Giovanni and Gluck’s Ip¬ 
higenie en Tauride. 

Human sacrifice and vampire-like 
villains feature in ETO’s bloody new 
version of Gluck’s opera set in the af¬ 
termath of the Trojan War. 

Sung in French with English sure¬ 
ties, the two and a half hour epic will 
be staged at Wolverhampton’s Grand 
Theatre on Monday. 

Tragedy 

A brother and sister are reunited 
in the most heart-breaking circum¬ 
stances in this Greek tragedy, directed 
for ETO by James Conway, designed 
by Anna Fleischle and with Martin 
Andre conducting. Due to perform 
at the Grand is Australian mezzo so¬ 
prano Catherine Carby as Iphigenie 
and Australian-born baritone Grant 
Doyle as her brother Oreste. 

Don Giovanni will be sung in Eng¬ 
lish translation on Tuesday in a near 
three hour production. Featuring op¬ 
era’s most famous anti-hero, director 
Lloyd Wood has set the story of the 
serial seducer and his long-suffering 
servant in the sewers of Vienna circa 
1900. Australian-born baritone Nich¬ 
olas Lester is due to play the dirty 
Don in Wolverhampton with former 
G4 bass Matthew Stiff as his servant 
Leporello. 

To book visit www.grandtheatre. 
co.uk or call the box office on 01902 
429 212. 

There will be further highlights for 
opera fans next month when Welsh 


National Opera makes a return visit 
to Birmingham Hippodrome, this 
time featuring the classics Cavalleria 
rusticana and Pagliacci. 

WNO celebrates its 70th birth¬ 
day with the double bill of Cav & 
Pag. Each opera packs in much high 
drama and powerful music in just 
over an hour. The double bill, sung in 


Italian with English surtitles, will be 
at the Hippodrome on June 9 and 11. 

On June 10 WNO perform In Pa¬ 
renthesis, young British composer 
Iain Bell’s adaptation of the epic 
poem by David Jones about First 
World War soldiers who enter a 
magical wood amid the horror of the 
Somme. 



WHEN we called Adil Ray ahead of his UK tour, we were 
a bit worried. Would we meet the charming Adil, actor and 
personality? Or would the rather formidable Citizen Khan be 
on the other end of the line, telling us that he didn’t have any 
free tickets for us, so get lost? 

Fortunately, it was the former. The 41-year-old creator of 
Britain’s much-loved self-appointed community leader Mr 
Khan is preparing for the They All Know Me tour, which 
comes to Birmingham’s Genting Arena tomorrow (Friday). 

“I come from Birmingham, my show is set in Birmingham 
and Mr Khan is a Brummie character, so it all feels rather 
warm and cuddly, if I’m honest,” says Adil. 

The tour will allow fans of the BBC One sitcom to see the 
show live on stage - something that has been so well received, 
six more dates had to be added to the Britain-wide tour. 

So, what does Adil think makes Citizen Khan so popular? 

“There’s an element of all of us in him. He can be a bit 
proud, a bit deluded and a bit of a dreamer,” he says. “He 
can be rude at times and I think we can all be like that. But 
I think deep down, a lot of it is a cover that hides vulnerabil¬ 
ities. And that’s what makes him real. 

“If you grew up after 9/11, the only time you’ve seen a 
Muslim on the telly is when they’re a terrorist or somebody 
talking about terrorism. It’s a negative portrayal. And now 
you’ve got someone like Mr Khan, hopefully kids will realise 
that Muslims aren’t all bad.” 


Citizen Khan 
comes home 


Alt-rockers Wussy 
and Chastity Belt 

OHIO alt-rock outfit Wussy play 
the Hare and Hounds in Kings 
Heath tomorrow (Friday). The 
same venue hosts London sing¬ 
er-songwriter Isaac Gracie on 
Monday and on Wednesday, 
from Walla Walla Washington, 
feminist rockers Chastity Belt. 

Rat Boy’s gig at the 02 Insti¬ 
tute in Digbeth tonight is sold 
out, Cuban-American Goth Au- 
relio Voltaire holds court tomor¬ 
row and MC Lethal Bizzle is at 
the venue on Saturday. 

Ian McNabb’s band The Icicle 
Works are at the 02 Academy to¬ 
morrow and bands from Stafford 
College have a showcase at the 
venue on Wednesday. Tomorrow 
The Treatment are at Wolver¬ 
hampton Slade Rooms. 


Living for rock and 
a tribute to da Vinci 

THEATRE meets gig when 
Middle Child Theatre of Hull 
bring Weekend Rockstars to 
Birmingham Rep’s The Door 
venue tomorrow (Friday) and 
Saturday. 

Written by Luke Barnes with 
original music by James Frewer, 
it tells of three young people 
who live for the weekend and 
rock music. 

As part of the International 
Dance Festival Birmingham 
(see right), the Rep’s main 
house on Tuesday hosts the vis¬ 
ually striking Vuelos (Flights), 
a family-friendly tribute by 
award-winning international 
company Aracaladanza to the 
genius of Leonardo da Vinci. 


Festival celebrates 
a world of dance 

INTERNATIONAL Dance Fes- 
tival Birmingham on Saturday 
features a free six hour dance 
spectacular beside the Bullring 
from noon. 

From tonight to Saturday 
there are sold out performances 
at Birmingham Hippodrome by 
Cuban dancer Carlos Acosta, 
part of his farewell to ballet. 

Tomorrow and Saturday 
Csaba Molnar performs Eclipse 
in a double bill with duo Jinx 
103 at the Patrick Centre (in 
the Hippodrome). On Tuesday 
and Wednesday the Hippo¬ 
drome hosts the Cloud Gate 
Dance Theatre of Taiwan. 

The festival continues until 
May 22, see www.idfb.co.uk 


Star^Travel 
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H I For more information or for brochures 

■ ■ hh I contact the Promotions Team 

1 1 U w ' 01902 319999 

Hand picked holidays with you in mind Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm 

www.starreadertravel.com 


Riviera 

Travel 


Price includes: 

/ Return flights or Eurostar travel 

/ Accommodation in a selection of four and five-star 
hotels, hand-picked by Riviera Travel 

/ Some meals, depending on tour 
/ Guided tours and visits to places of interest 
y Services of a tour manager 
y Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTAV4744, ATOL3430) 

Star Reader Travel is the travel department of the Express & Star and 
Shropshire Star newspapers. Prices are per person (unless otherwise 
stated). Please read brochures/web pages for full description plus 
terms and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable to 
take bookings. Dates subject to availability. 


A selection of fascinating European and 
worldwide escorted tours by air and Eurostar. 

Riviera Travel has been carefully researching and thoughtfully 
crafting an enticing range of European and worldwide guided 
tours plus a selection of short breaks, for over 30 years. 

Their holidays are for the traveller looking for something just 
a little bit different and offer a perfectly balanced combination 
of the ‘must see’ classic sights and delightful ‘hidden gems’ 
- uncovered through extensive research of local areas. 

Choose from a selection of hand-picked jewels in 
undiscovered parts of Spain, Croatia, Malta, or Italy, shorter 
breaks by Eurostar to Paris, Bruges or Normandy, or choose 
more unusual destinations such as Iceland or Russia. 

There is also the chance to travel further afield and discover 
a wide variety of once-in-a-lifetime destinations including 
places such as America and Canada, India, Japan, or 
New Zealand. 

New for 2016, Riviera has introduced Australia to their 
portfolio. Here, there are plenty of things to see and do 
including the chance to visit Ayers Rock, spend time in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Cairns, and enjoy a catamaran 
cruise to the Great Barrier Reef. 


DAYS: VARIOUS DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 



BESCOT 


SUNDAY MARKET 
OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 

Banks’s Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 



For 

Your 

Advertisement. 
Only In... 



Every 

Friday 


For the best 
bookings 
call one of our 
helpful advisors 
on 

01902 

319191 
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Royal Exchange Theatre and Talawa Theatre Company, 
in association with Birmingham Repertory Theatre, present 

KING LEAR 

By William Shakespeare 
Directed by Michael Buffong 

“Better thou hadst notbeen born than not have pleas’d me better” 




BIRMINGHAM 

REPERTORY 

THEATRE 


BOX OFFICE 

0121 236 4455 
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BOOK ONLINE 

BIRMINGHAM-REP.CO.UK 
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SATURDAY’S TV MAY 7 


CHOICE 



Tom Sturridge 


The Hollow Crown: 

The Wars of the Roses - 
Henry VI Part I 
(BBC2, 9pm) 

New series. The critically 
acclaimed adaptation of 
Shakespeare's historical plays 
returns, with three more star- 
studded films covering the 
events of Henry VI Parts One, 
Two and Three, and Richard III, 
all of which deal with events 
surrounding the bloody civil 
conflict known as the War of the 
Roses. In the midst of the 
Hundred Years War, as English 
forces seek to conquer France, 
the charismatic King Henry V 
dies, leaving his infant son to 
take the crown. Seventeen 
years later, the realm is under 
the protection of the Duke of 
Gloucester and the teenage 
Henry VI. However, bitter defeat 
in France cause unrest in 
Henry's court. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Cooks. (R) 12.00 
BBC News; Weather. 12.10 Football 
Focus. 12.50 Saturday Sportsday. 1.00 
Athletics: Diamond League Doha 
Highlights. 2.00 Live Challenge Cup 
Rugby League. Castleford Tigers v 
Salford Red Devils (Kick-off 2.30pm). 

4.30 Final Score. 5.10 BBC News. 5.20 
Regional Programme. 5.25 Can’t Touch 
This. 

6.15 Pointless Celebrities. TobyAnstis 
and Jenni Falconer, Janice Long 
and Bob Harris, Peter White and 
Steve Punt, and Angie Greaves 
and Steve Penktake part in the 
general knowledge quiz. 

7.05 Michael McIntyre’s Big Show. 

The comedian hosts another 
evening of entertainment at 
London’s Theatre Royal on Drury 
Lane. This week, he is joined on 
stage by fellow stand-up Rob 
Beckett, and introduces an 
acrobatic dance performance by 
Romeo of the Cirque du Soleil. He 
also invites electro-pop trio Years 
and Years to play for the 
assembled live audience, and a 
handyman receives the surprise of 
his life when he becomes the 
Unexpected Star of the Show. 

Plus, Michael hijacks Strictly 
Come Dancing judge Bruno 
Tonioli’s mobile phone, composing 
another embarrassing message to 
deliver to his contacts in Celebrity 
Send To All. 

8.00 The National Lottery: Win Your 
Wish List. Including the Lotto and 
Thunderball draws. 

8.50 Casualty. New consultant Elle 
Gardner’s first day in the ED 
proves to be a baptism of fire. 

9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Agnes goes on 
a diet after her family’s comments 
about her weight, but soon 
realises how difficult it will be to 
lay off the fish and chips. (R) 

10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights from the 
Premier League, including 
Leicester City v Everton and 
Norwich City v Manchester United; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.55 Peter Kay’s Comedy Shuffle. This 
selection includes Peter talks 
about dogs on This Morning. (R) 
12.25 Film: Mad City. (1997) Hostage 
drama, starring John Travolta. 2.15 
Weather for the Week Ahead. 2.20 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 

7.00 MasterChef: The Finals. (R) 8.00 
MasterChef: The Finals. (R) 9.00 
MasterChef: The Finals. (R) 10.00 The 
Women’s Football Show. (R) 10.30 Film: 
School for Scoundrels. (1960) 12.00 The 
Hairy Bikers: Everyday Gourmets. (R) 

1.00 Bargain Hunt. (R) 1.45 Escape to 
the Continent. (R) 2.45 Money for 
Nothing. (R) 3.30 The Hairy Bikers’ Pubs 
That Built Britain. (R) 4.00 Flog It! (R) 
5.00 Bake Off: Creme de la Creme. (R) 
6.00 Gardeners’ World. Horticultural 
ideas and advice. (R) 

6.30 Attenborough’s Passion Project: 

A Blank on the Map. The BBC 
marks David Attenborough’s 90th 
birthday by revisiting four of his 
“passion projects”, beginning with 
the 1971 programme in which he 
met elusive tribesmen in New 
Guinea. 

7.30 Attenborough’s Passion Project: 
The Lost Gods of Easter Island. A 

documentary from 2000, in which 
David Attenborough traces the 
origins of a mysterious carved 
figure he bought in New York back 
to the natives of Easter Island. 

8.30 Dad’s Army. Mainwaring finds a 
German pilot trapped on top of the 
town clock by his parachute, so 
the platoon attempts a rescue 
mission. Classic comedy, starring 
Arthur Lowe. (R) 

9.00 The Hollow Crown: The Wars of 
the Roses - Henry VI Part I. New 

series. The acclaimed adaptation 
of Shakespeare's historical plays 
returns. England's defeat in the 
Hundred Years War divides the 
court of Henry VI. Drama, starring 
Tom Sturridge, Sophie Okonedo 
and Hugh Bonneville. 

10.50 Film: Zodiac. (2007) Fact-based 
crime thriller about the tortuous 
hunt for a mysterious serial killer 
who terrorised San Francisco in 
the late 1960s and early 1970s, 
and taunted the police and media 
with cryptic messages. Three men 
became obsessed with identifying 
the murderer after his reign of 
terror inexplicably stopped, but 
their fixation with the case took a 
heavy toll on their lives. Starring 
Jake Gyllenhaal, Robert Downey 
Jr, Mark Ruffalo and Brian Cox. 

1.20 Film: Kicks. (2009) Two teenage 
girls learn their favourite footballer is 
transferring to Real Madrid, so kidnap 
him to make him stay. Comedy drama, 
with Kerrie Hayes and Nichola Burley. 
2.40 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 
7.45 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 8.00 
ThunderbirdsAre Go. (R) 8.25 ITV 
News. 8.30 Weekend. 9.25 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 10.15 Murder, She Wrote. (R) 

11.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.15 
ITV News; Weather.; 12.24 Regional 
Programme. 12.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show. (R) 1.30 BBQ Champ. (R) 2.30 
Film: Despicable Me. (2010) Animated 
comedy, with the voice of Steve Carell. 
4.30 The Wine Show. 5.30 Regional 
Programme; Weather.5.45 ITV News; 
Weather. 

6.00 You’ve Been Framed! Finest. 

Harry Hill narrates a comical 
selection of mishaps filmed by 
viewers, including a mustard¬ 
swallowing challenge that 
backfires and a teenager who finds 
a cockroach in his dinner. 

7.00 Bang on the Money. Game show 
in which two teams from Essex 
and Newcastle aim to hit a specific 
target number in a series of 
physical and mental challenges. 
8.00 Britain’s Got Talent. Ant and Dec 
introduce more coverage from the 
nationwide talent show’s touring 
audition stage, now in its fifth 
week, with the race hotting up to 
be crowned as the 10th champion 
in the history of the series. 

Reports suggest only one Golden 
Buzzer remains, meaning one of 
last week’s acts was impressive 
enough to tempt either Ant and 
Dec or Simon Cowell to put them 
through to the semis without 
further ado. It remains to be seen 
whether any of this week’s crop of 
performers will be able to wow the 
judges to the extent that the final 
Buzzer will be used. 

9.15 Play to the Whistle. Wilfried Zaha, 
Funmbi Omotayo and Rochelle 
Humes join Frank Lampard and 
Bradley Walsh for the sports- 
based comedy show. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.1 5 Film: Body of Lies. (2008) A CIA 
agent pursuing a terrorist is 
caught between allegiance to his 
superior and the local intelligence 
chief. Ridley Scott’s thriller, with 
Leonardo DiCaprio. 

12.35 Jackpot247.3.00 Murder, She 
Wrote. (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.10 The King of Queens. (R) 6.35 
Cycling: Cicle Classic. 7.30 Motor Sport: 
British GT. 8.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.00 The Morning Line. 
10.00 Frasier. (R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 
11.00 The Superhumans Show. 11.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.00 The Big 
Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.55 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 2.00 Channel 4 Racing. Live 
coverage from Ascot, Lingfield Park and 
Haydock Park. 4.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. 5.35 Homes by the Med. 
6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Great Canal Journeys. Timothy 
West and Prunella Scales follow 
the ancient routes of the Vikings 
and travel to Stockholm, where 
they navigate the city’s canals. 
They later head out into the far- 
flung islands of the archipelago, 
before paying a visit to 
Drottningholm Palace Theatre, 
where they meet Wallander actor 
Krister Henriksson. (R) 

8.00 Coastal Walks with My Dog. More 
celebrity dog-walkers embark on 
jaunts along some of Britain’s 
most scenic coastline routes, with 
their trusty canine companions in 
tow. This time, property show 
presenter Phil Spencer visits the 
White Cliffs of Dover, while 
adventurer Ben Fogle walks along 
a path with a connection of the 
spiritual past of North Wales. Plus, 
Angela Griffin takes her new puppy 
on an adventure near Whitby in 
North Yorkshire. 

9.00 Film: Prometheus. (2012) A 
spacecraft is sent to another 
world, following clues left in 
ancient artefacts, in search of 
aliens that may have created the 
human race. However, the 
explorers on board discover the 
extraterrestrials may not be the 
benevolent creatures they 
imagined, while the company 
funding the expedition has its own 
agenda. Ridley Scott’s sci-fi thriller 
and Alien prequel, starring Noomi 
Rapace, Michael Fassbender, 
Charlize Theron and Idris Elba. 

11 .25 Film: Alien. (1979) A cargo 
spacecraft is invaded by a deadly 
creature that begins preying on the 
crew. Ridley Scott’s sci-fi horror, 
with Sigourney Weaver. 

1.40 Hollyoaks. (R) 3.45 Kirstie’s Vintage 
Gems. (R) 4.00 Location, Location, 
Location. (R) 4.55 Four Rooms. (R) 5.50 
The King of Queens. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 8.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. 9.30 The Saturday Show 
Live. 11.40 Funniest Fails, Falls & Flops. 
(R) 12.10 Police Interceptors. (R) 1.05 
Police Interceptors. (R) 2.05 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 3.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 4.00 Police 
Interceptors. (R) 5.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll 
Take It Away. (R) 

6.00 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

Agents Stewart and Elmore are 
met with lies and aggression when 
they track down nearly £3,000 
owed by a garage mechanic, while 
Steve and Ben encounter a retired 
couple who are being forced to 
leave their home. Stuart and Vic 
revisit a young debtor who owe 
£750 for a laptop computer, and in 
Oxfordshire, Paul and Steve chase 
£30,000 owed by a world-famous 
Formula One racing team. (R) 

7.00 NCIS. The first installment of a 
two-part crossover with NCIS: 

New Orleans, in which the DC 
team co-operates with their 
Louisiana counterparts. 

8.00 NCIS: New Orleans. The final part 
of a crossover with the original 
NCIS series. Ellie Bishop flies to 
New Orleans to help Pride track 
down the person responsible for 
the aircraft murders. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Championship: Football 
League Tonight. Kelly Cates and 
George Riley present extended 
highlights of the top matches from 
the final day of the Championship 
season, including Middlesbrough 
v Brighton & Hove Albion. 

10.00 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. A round-up of all the 
goals from the final day of the 
season in League Two. Plus, a look 
at all the talking points. 

10.30 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. 
McGee kills an undercover police 
officer while on duty, and Jenny’s 
approval of an investigation into 
the death places a strain on her 
relationship with Gibbs. (R) 

11.20 NCIS: Greatest Ever Episodes. 
Tony and Ziva disappear while 
looking for smuggled weapons at 
a shipyard, leaving the rest of the 
team struggling to find them 
before they come to harm. (R) 
12.15 SuperCasino. 3.10 Now That’s 
Funny! (R) 4.00 The Tube: Going 
Underground. (R) 4.50 Divine Designs. 
(R) 5.20 HouseBusters. (R) 5.45 Angels 
of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 What Do Artists Do All Day? 7.30 
BBC Young Musician 2016 9.00 
Hinterland 10.30 Dancing Cheek to 
Cheek: An Intimate History of Dance 
11.30 Glen Campbell: The Rhinestone 
Cowboy 12.30 An Evening with Glen 
Campbell 1.50 John Denver: Country Boy 

2.50 Glen Campbell: The Rhinestone 
Cowboy 3.50 Close 

ITV2 

11.00 The Almost Impossible Gameshow 
12.00 Scorpion 12.50 Film: Horrid 
Henry: The Movie (2011) 1.50 FYI Daily 
1.55 Film: Horrid Henry: The Movie 
(2011) 2.45 Britain’s Got Talent 4.05 
Britain’s Got More Talent 5.05 Film: 
You’ve Got Mail (1998) 6.10 FYI Daily 

6.15 Film: You’ve Got Mail (1998) 7.30 
Film: The Scorpion King (2002) 8.30 FYI 
Daily 8.35 Film: The Scorpion King 
(2002) 9.15 Britain’s Got More Talent 

10.15 Celebrity Juice 11.05 Family Guy 
12.35 American Dad! 1.30 The Cleveland 
Show 2.20 @elevenish 

ITV3 

I. 55 Agatha Christie’s Marple 3.55 
Foyle’s War 6.00 Midsomer Murders 
8.00 Foyle’s War 10.00 Lewis 12.00 Trial 
& Retribution 1.00 Northern Lights 

ITV4 

12.50 Film: No Name on the Bullet 
(1959) 1.50 FYI Daily 1.55 Film: No 
Name on the Bullet (1959) 2.25 British 
Superbike Championship Highlights 3.25 
The Big Fish Off 4.30 Film: The Dam 
Busters (1954) 5.35 FYI Daily 5.40 Film: 
The Dam Busters (1954) 7.00 Film: On 
Her Majesty’s Secret Service (1969) 8.10 
FYI Daily 8.15 Film: On Her Majesty’s 
Secret Service (1969) 10.00 Film: 

Double Jeopardy (1999) 11.00 FYI Daily 

II. 05 Film: Double Jeopardy (1999) 
12.05 Film: The Big Lebowski (1998) 

I. 10 FYI Daily 1.15 Film: The Big 
Lebowski (1998) 2.20 Pawn Stars 
E4 

II. 30 How I Met Your Mother 12.30 The 
Goldbergs 1.30 Brooklyn Nine-Nine 2.30 
The Big Bang Theory 4.30 Film: Mr 
Popper’s Penguins (2011) 6.30 The Big 
Bang Theory 9.00 Film: The Adjustment 
Bureau (2011) 11.05 Gogglebox 1.00 
The Inbetweeners 2.00 Tattoo Fixers 3.00 
Gogglebox 3.50 AtoZ4. 10 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Horton Hears a Who! (2008) 1.00 
Aliens in the Attic (2009) 2.40 Ice Age: 
Dawn of the Dinosaurs (2009) 4.25 
School of Rock (2003) 6.35 Star Trek 
(2009) 9.00 Red Eye (2005) 10.40 The 
Warriors (1979) 12.30 The Bunker 
(2015) 2.15 Apartment 143 (2011) 


Dreamland 



The family business was founded in 1976 by Mike Brown, 
who is such a familiar face in the Local Community that he 
is known as “Mike the Bed”. The team of experienced staff 
is headed by manageress Carol Stock, who has been part 
of the Dreamland family since the beginning. 

Dreamland has been helping people across the Midlands to get 
a good night’s sleep for “40” years and to celebrate the anniversary, 
will be giving extra discounts on all beds to say thank you to customers 
for their support over the years. 

Located in Mill Street, Brierley Hill - just a few minutes walk from 
the Merry Hill Centre - you’ll find friendly and knowledgeable staff, all 
of whom understand the importance of 
getting the right bed for you. You’ll re¬ 
ceive impartial advice and a tailor-made 
solution to meet your needs from the 
firmer to softer beds upon which to rest 
your head. 

The impressive range of beds 
includes memory foam and orthopaedic 
mattresses, beds with storage, pine and 
metal frames and beds especially for 
children. This is backed up by a large 
warehouse containing hundreds of beds 
and mattresses, meaning that your cho¬ 
sen product can be delivered as swiftly 
as required. Everything possible is done 
to make customers’ lives easier, for 
instance, there’s plenty of room to park 
at the rear of the store and Dreamland 
delivers all over the West Midlands. 

Public demand for Dreamland’s 
superlative customer service and premium products has seen the 
business expand four times in as many decades. Now, with the most 
extensive range they’ve ever had, means all styles and budgets are 
catered for; it’s no surprise that there have been thousands of satis¬ 
fied customers. Founded by Mike Brown, Dreamland is a family busi¬ 
ness that is proud to serve the Black Country and the wider Midlands 
region. Mike says: “We’re very excited to have reached this milestone 
of 40 years and we’re looking forward to continuing to serve our 
customers, old and new, for the next 40 and beyond. 


We spend a third of our lives asleep, so there can be no better 
investment than a quality hand-made mattress and bed. 

We pride ourselves on supplying only the best quality and we 
know that each handmade bed we sell provides pressure relief, 
comfort and support exactly where your body needs it.” 

Dreamland has come a long way since it first opened its doors 
in Mill Street, Brierley Hill, in the spring of 1976 with just 12 beds on 
show, it has now become renowned for quality and service. Dream¬ 
land stocks only manufacturers that are approved by the National 
Bed Federation and offers premium handmade beds, with mattresses 
filled with natural fillings such as wool, cashmere, alpaca and silk, help 
to regulate your body temperature. But, 
whatever you choose, you’ll be delighted 
at Dreamland’s very competitive prices. 

There are more than 100 bed models 
in stock at Dreamland, including Somnos, 
Relyon, Dunlopillo and Hypnos and you’ll 
also find other leading brands such as 
Sealy, Myers, Silent Night, Mammoth and 
electric bed specialists Mi beds. 

Instead of a delivery charge, custom¬ 
ers are asked to make a donation, all of 
which goes to charity. Over the past few 
years, it has raised more than £125,000 for 
the Mary Stevens Hospice, thanks to the 
generosity of customers who give in lieu of 
delivery charge. 

Dreamland will even collect your old 
bed and assemble your divan, more rea¬ 
sons why you’ll sleep soundly in your new 
bed! Not surprisingly, Dreamland attracts 
much of its business through word of mouth and recommendations. 

Because they have been around for such a long time, people 
know they can rely on us. If you’re looking to replace your tired old 
bed with a new model, look no further - Dreamland Bedding Centre, 
with its large free customer car park, is open seven days a week. 
Opening times are Monday to Saturday 9am-5.30pm; Sun¬ 
days 11am-4.30pm. Visit Dreamland Bedding Centre today 
at 23 Mill Street, Brierley Hill or telephone 01384 74166. 
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Congratulations 

Dreamland 

On their 40 th 
Anniversary, and still 

GOING FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH 
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See more at 
www.mammothuk.com 

Available at Dreamland 
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The best beds in the world 

Relyon congratulates 
Dreamland Bedding 
on their 40th Birthday 
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SUNDAY’S TV MAY 8 


CHOICE 



David Attenborough 


Attenborough at 90 
(BBC1, 7pm) 

Kirsty Young talks to David 
Attenborough about his life and 
career, discussing his travels 
around the world and most 
memorable encounters with 
wildlife. The programme 
features footage from his many 
natural history programmes, 
including scenes where unusual 
animal behaviour was caught 
on camera for the first time, and 
celebrates his influence on 
generations of viewers' 
understanding of the natural 
world. Featuring contributions 
from friends and colleagues 
including Michael Palin and 
Chris Packham. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr Show. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 MasterChef: The 
Finals. (R) 1.15 BBC News; Weather. 

1.30 Bargain Hunt. (R) 2.00 Escape to 
the Country. (R) 2.45 Invictus: The Road 
to the Games. (R) 3.45 Points of View. 
4.00 Songs of Praise. 4.35 
Attenborough & the Giant Dinosaur. (R) 
5.35 BBC News. 5.50 Regional 
Programme. 

6.00 Countryfile. Matt Baker visits the 
Dartington Estate in South Devon, 
where ice cream is made from 
goat’s milk and vertical farming 
projects are carried out. Anita Rani 
investigates sheepskin and 
handmade soap, Adam Flenson 
meets livestock bred for 
conservation, and Tom Heap 
reports on a controversial tradition 
in Malta. Plus, coverage of the 
Food and Farming Awards and the 
announcement of this year’s 
Countryfile Farming Hero. 
Including Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 

7.00 Attenborough at 90. Kirsty Young 
talks to David Attenborough about 
his life and career. Featuring 
footage from his many natural 
history programmes and 
contributions from colleagues and 
friends. 

8.00 House of Fraser British Academy 
Television Awards 2016. Graham 
Norton hosts the prestigious TV 
awards show from London’s Royal 
Festival Flail. Programmes 
nominated this year include Wolf 
Flail, Flumans, Adele at the BBC, 
Doctor Foster, I’m a Celebrity Get 
Me Out of Here! and First Dates, 
while stars up for awards include 
Idris Elba, Hugh Bonneville, 
Miranda Hart, Peter Kay, Stephen 
Fry and Graham himself. 

10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the latest 
Premier League action, featuring 
Manchester City v Arsenal and 
Tottenham Hotspur v 
Southampton. 

11.45 Film: Smart People. (2008) A 
misanthropic professor’s self¬ 
absorption threatens his faltering 
relationship with a former student. 
Comedy drama, starring Dennis 
Quaidand Ellen Page. 

1.15 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.20 
BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.15 The Great Chelsea Garden 
Challenge. (R) 7.15 This Farming Life. 

(R) 8.15 Gardeners’ World. (R) 8.45 The 
Beechgrove Garden. (R) 9.15 
Countryfile. (R) 10.15 Saturday Kitchen 
Best Bites. 11.45 The Hairy Bikers’ Asian 
Adventure. (R) 12.15 MOTD2 Extra. 1.00 
Rowing. Live from the European 
Championships. 2.00 Equestrian: 
Badminton Horse Trials. 4.00 Live 
Challenge Cup Rugby League. 

6.30 Flog It! Paul Martin, Catherine 
Southon and Mark Stacey head to 
National Museum Cardiff, where 
valuable finds include a set of 
Swansea porcelain plates and a 
child’s tea set. (R) 

7.00 Britain’s Ultimate Pilots: Inside 
the RAF. Documentary following 
the Red Arrows, the RAF’s 
aerobatics display team, through a 
demanding summer display 
season. The pilots reveal the tricks 
of the trade as they prepare to 
carry out an ambitious 
performance over Buckingham 
Palace and fly a salute to the 
Queen. (R) 

8.00 Burma’s Secret Jungle War with 
Joe Simpson. The first of two 
programmes in which the 
mountaineer travels to Burma to 
tell the story of a guerilla campaign 
fought behind Japanese lines in 
the Second World War, which his 
own father was a part of. Guided 
by his father’s old maps and 
diaries, he goes in search of the 
airstrip where the special forces 
soldiers arrived in the country. 
However, his journey is thrown 
into upheaval by current political 
events in Myanmar. 

9.00 Hillsborough. Documentary 
exploring Britain’s worst stadium 
disaster, in which 96 people were 
killed and hundreds more injured. 
The tragic events of April 15,1989, 
are recounted in depth, with 
personal testimony from 
survivors, family members and 
police officers, many of whom are 
speaking publicly for the first time. 
The programme also explores the 
aftermath of the tragedy, looking at 
the 27-year campaign for justice. 

11.00 Film: Robot & Frank. (2012) An 
elderly thief is bought a robot carer 
by his son, and teaches the 
machine to help him carry out one 
last heist. Sci-fi comedy drama, 
starring Frank Langella. 

12.25 Sign Zone: Countryfile. (R) 1.20 
Holby City. (R) 2.15 This Is BBC Two. 


ITV 

6.00 CITV: Bottom Knocker Street. 6.15 
Bottom Knocker Street. (R) 6.25 Pat & 
Stan. (R) 6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 6.45 Dino Dan: Trek’s 
Adventures. (R) 7.00 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.05 Sooty. (R) 7.15 
Super 4. (R) 7.30 Nerds & Monsters. (R) 

7.45 The Tom & Jerry Show. (R) 8.00 
Teen Titans Go! (R) 8.25 ITV News. 8.30 
Weekend. 9.25 Griff’s Great Britain. (R) 
10.00 Peston on Sunday. 11.00 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 12.05 ITV News; 
Weather. 12.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. 
(R) 1.15 The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 

2.15 Fierce. (R) 3.20 Britain’s Got Talent. 
(R) 4.30 Midsomer Murders. (R) 

6.30 Regional Programme; Weather. 

6.45 ITV News; Weather. 

6.55 The Chase Celebrity Special. 
Bradley Walsh presents as 
Westlife’s Nicky Byrne, Olympian 
Amy Williams, Natalie Cassidy 
(EastEnders’ Sonia Jackson) and 
Dave Myers of The Hairy Bikers pit 
their wits against ruthless quiz 
genius the Chaser in the hope of 
winning a potential prize pot worth 
thousands of pounds. They must 
work as a team and play 
strategically to answer general 
knowledge questions against the 
clock and race down the game 
board to the exit without being 
caught. 

8.00 The Durrells. The family prepares 
for a celebration, and Margo is 
determined to persuade the 
Countess to attend. Gerry 
considers releasing his animals 
into the wild. Last in the series. 
9.00 Home Fires. The village prepares 
for Nick and Teresa’s wedding as 
the Battle of Britain draws to an 
end, while Pat has a decision to 
make as Marek prepares to leave. 
Last in the series. 

10.05 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 Her Majesty’s Prison: Norwich. 
Documentary detailing the harsh 
realities of prison life at HMP 
Norwich, which houses more than 
750 adult inmates and young 
offenders. (R) 

11.20 Premiership Rugby Union. Action 
from the 22nd and final round of 
regular-season fixtures, including 
Bath v Leicester Tigers, Newcastle 
Falcons v Sale Sharks, and Wasps 
v London Irish. 

12.15 Jackpot247. 3.00 Motorsport UK. 

3.55 British Superbike Championship 
Highlights. 4.45 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 
The Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 IPC Swimming 
European Championships 2016. 9.30 
Sunday Brunch. 12.30 The Simpsons. 

(R) 1.00 The Simpsons. (R) 1.35 The 
Simpsons. (R) 2.05 Film: Lilo & Stitch. 
(2002) Disney animated sci-fi comedy, 
with the voice of Daveigh Chase. 3.50 
Film: The Rescuers. (1977) Disney 
animated adventure, with Eva Gabor. 

5.25 The Tiny Tots Talent Agency. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 The World’s Most Famous Train. 
During its nine-month-long 
season, the Venice Simplon- 
Orient-Express makes over 60 
journeys, covering 150,000 
kilometres, with the majority of 
trips between London and Venice. 
The train is comprised of 17 
unique 1920s carriages that have 
transported a host of elite 
individuals across Italy, 
Switzerland, and Turkey for more 
than a century. This documentary 
follows the stories of the staff and 
passengers as the train makes its 
way across Europe, with some 
customers having paid more than 
£2,000 for the privilege. (R) 

8.00 Paul Merton’s Secret Stations. 
The comedian’s tour of Britain’s 
request stop railway stations takes 
him to Pontarddulais, a Welsh 
town famous for weddings, where 
he helps a bride to choose a dress 
and sings with the local male voice 
choir. He also gets off the train at 
Beasdale in the Scottish 
Highlands, near a famous training 
site for spies during the Second 
World War, and discovers why 
there is a request stop in the 
middle of Bristol. 

9.00 Indian Summers. Charlie 
discovers his wife’s affair, and 
makes plans to have Aafrin hanged 
for treason. The new viceroy is 
announced, and Ralph realises he 
has been the victim of a 
conspiracy. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.05 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 

Jimmy Carr hosts. (R) 

12.10 Film: Extract. (2010) 1.50 Come 
Dine with Me. (R) 4.05 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.00 Four 
Rooms. (R) 5.55 Will & Grace. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 6.15 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 
6.45 TicketyToc. (R) 6.55 Zackand 
Quack. (R) 7.05 Pets. 7.10 Noddy in 
Toyland. (R) 7.25 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.40 
Little Princess. (R) 7.50 Pip Ahoy! (R) 
8.05 Blaze and the Monster Machines. 

R) 8.30 Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. 

R) 8.45 Wanda and the Alien. (R) 8.55 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.10 Jelly 
Jamm. (R) 9.30 LazyTown. (R) 9.55 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. 10.30 The 
Championship: Football League Tonight. 
(R) 11.30 Goal Rush: Football League 
Tonight. (R) 12.00 The Gadget Show. (R) 

I. 00 The Secret Life of Puppies. (R) 2.00 
Film: Ace Ventura: Pet Detective. (1994) 
Comedy, starring Jim Carrey. 3.35 Film: 
The Fifth Element. (1997) Sci-fi 
adventure, starring Bruce Willis. 5.55 5 
News Weekend. 

6.00 Film: Robin Hood: Prince of 
Thieves. (1991) An English 
nobleman returns home from the 
crusades to find his father has 
been murdered and the local 
people are repressed by the 
tyrannical rule of the Sheriff of 
Nottingham. Branded an outlaw, 
he recruits a group of bandits to 
fight for justice and protect the 
downtrodden. Action adventure, 
starring Kevin Costner, Alan 
Rickman, Morgan Freeman and 
Mary Elizabeth Mastrantonio. 
Edited for language. 

9.00 Greatest Ever 90s Movies. A 
countdown of some of the most 
memorable films from the last 
decade of the 20th century. 

II. 50Goal Rush: League One-The 

Final Day. A round-up of all the 
goals from the final day of the 
season in League One. Plus, a look 
at all the talking points and the 
latest league tables. 

12.35 Film: Reservoir Dogs. (1992) A 
failed robbery ends in a bloodbath, and 
as the criminals lie low they try to work 
out whether someone betrayed them. 
Quentin Tarantino’s thriller, with Harvey 
Keitel and Tim Roth. 2.20 SuperCasino. 
Viewers get the chance to take part in live 
interactive gaming. 4.00 Great Scientists. 
(R) 4.50 Great Artists. A profile of 
English painter JMW Turner, who divided 
critics with his tendency toward 
abstraction, but is now hailed as a 
genius. (R) 5.20 Divine Designs. Paul 
Binski chronicles the history of Britain’s 
religious art, examining the baroque 
churches of Great Witley and Little 
Stanmore, which were built by wealthy 
industrialists. (R) 5.45 Angels of Jarm. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Four 

7.00 A History of Ancient Britain 8.00 
Forest, Field & Sky: Art Out of Nature 
9.00 The Silk Road 10.00 The Sky at 
Night 1 0.30 Film: Ran (1985) 1 .05 Oak 
Tree: Nature’s Greatest Survivor 2.35 The 
Silk Road 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

11.30 Take Me Out 12.20 Catchphrase 

I. 00 Film: You’ve Got Mail (1998) 2.05 
FYI Daily 2.10 Film: You’ve Got Mail 
(1998) 3.25 Film: Nanny McPhee (2005) 

4.30 FYI Daily 4.35 Film: Nanny McPhee 
(2005) 5.25 Britain’s Got Talent 6.50 
Britain’s Got More Talent 7.50 Film: The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 8.50 FYI Daily 8.55 Film: The 
Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 
(2008) 10.00 Family Guy 12.00 American 
Dad! 12.55 The Cleveland Show 1.50 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World Records 
ITV3 

12.35 Foyle’s War 2.40 Film: Columbo: 
Etude in Black (1972) 4.15 Film: City of 
Angels (1998) 5.15 FYI Daily 5.20 Film: 
City of Angels (1998) 6.30 Richard 
Wilson on the Road 7.00 Doc Martin 
8.00 Paul O’Grady: For the Love of Dogs 

8.30 Royal Stories 9.00 An Audience 
with Barry Manilow 10.00 The Blonde 
Bombshell 12.20 Inspector Morse 2.20 
Blue Murder3.10 May the Best House 
Win 4.50 On the Buses 5.15 Judge Judy 
ITV4 

II. 00 Live British Touring Car 
Championship. Coverage of round three 
from Thruxton. 6.20 British Touring Cars 
- Crashes and Smashes 6.30 Pawn Stars 
7.00 The Wine Show 8.00 Premiership 
Rugby Union 9.00 Film: Escape from 
New York (1981) 10.00 FYI Daily 10.05 
Film: Escape from New York (1981) 
11.05 Film: On Deadly Ground (1994) 
12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 Film: On Deadly 
Ground (1994) 1.05 Fifth Gear 2.05 
Hogan’s Heroes 2.40 Movies Now 

E4 

12.30 Made in Chelsea 1.35 Joe & 

Caspar Hit the Road 2.35 The Big Bang 
Theory 5.30 Film: We Bought a Zoo 
(2011) 8.00 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 
Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 10.00 Tattoo 
Fixers 11.00The Inbetweeners12.05The 
1001.05 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
2.00 How I Met Your Mother 2.50 
Gogglebox 3.30 Hollyoaks 

Film4 

11.00 Millions (2004) 1.00 Biggies 
(1986) 2.50 Krull (1983) 5.10 Journey to 
the Center of the Earth (2008) 7.00 
Unstoppable (2010) 9.00 Speed (1994) 

11.15 Crash (2004) 1.30 Kramer vs 
Kramer (1979) 3.45 Close 




Dreamland 

40 Year Celebration Sale 

Fantastic offers... 
from our leading 
Bed Manufacturers 


MEGA DEALS ON 


Divan Beds, Mattresses, Wood and Metal Bedsteads, Fashion Beds, Sofa Beds, 
Adjustable Beds, Headboards and Children’s Beds throughout the store 


Find us at: 
Mill Street, 
Brierley Hill 
01384 74166 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 9am-5.30pm 
Sat 9am-5.30pm 
Sun 11am-4.30pm 


©FLOORS 

OF FAMOUS NAMES 


GUARANTEED BEST PRICES 



LARGE FREE 
CAR PARK AT 
REAR OF STORE 
Little Cottage St, 
DY51RG 


Suporters of 

Mary 

Stevens 

Flospice 

n 


25 


Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, May 5, 2016 






































Stourbridge Chronicle Thursday, May 5, 2016 


“thefastticket 


PICK OF THE WEEK 


FILM CHOICES 

MONDAY 

The World Is Not Enough, ITV, 11.10pm 

James Bond is assigned to protect the heiress of an 
oil dynasty after her father is killed in a bombing at 
MI6 headquarters. The attack is the work of an 
infamous terrorist who is unable to feel pain after 
surviving a gunshot to his head, and who now intends 
to destroy the world’s supply of oil. Spy adventure, 
starring Pierce Brosnan. (1999) 

TUESDAY 

A Date to Die For, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

A recent divorcee, suffering from bipolar disorder, 
accepts a date with a single father. The next morning, 
she awakens to find her date’s dead body in her bed, 
a knife plunged in his chest. Trying to piece together 
her memories of the previous night, she sets out to 
defend her reputation and the lives of her family by 
locating the killer herself. Thriller, starring Victoria 
Pratt. (2015) 



WEDNESDAY 

Left for Dead, Channel 5,3.20pm 

After being left for dead, a detective develops amnesia 
and remembers nothing about her life or family. As 
she struggles to recall her past, she discovers that the 
road to recovery may threaten the safety of her 
husband and daughter. Thriller, starring Elisabeth 
Rohm.Tygh Runyan and Neil Napier. (2014) 

THURSDAY 

Patient Killer, Channel 5,3.20pm 

A hypnotherapist specialising in dreams blames 
herself for failing to prevent a patient’s suicide two 
years ago. After setting up a new practice, she 
wonders if history is repeating itself when a new client 
with a similar condition asks for her help. 

Psychological thriller, starring Victoria Pratt. (2015) 

FRIDAY 

Alex Cross, Channel 5,10pm 

A homicide cop pursues an ex-military assassin who 
has sadistically tortured and murdered a wealthy 
executive, leaving a surreal clue to the next victim. 
However, as the detective tries to bring the killing 
spree to an end, he finds his own family is also in the 
firing line. Crime thriller, starring Tyler Perry. (2012) 


David hopes to play his 
new role just wright 


A s well as the Queen and David 
Attenborough’s 90th birthdays, 
it probably hasn’t escaped your 
notice that the BBC has recently been 
marking another significant date - the 
400th anniversary of the death of 
William Shakespeare. 

There have already been several 
programmes to mark the event across 
the Beeb, including last month’s 
Shakespeare Live! From the RSC and 
the star-studded The Hollow Crown: 
The Wars of the Roses, which began 
on Saturday. 

We’ve still got Russell T Davies’ take 
on A Midsummer Night’s Dream to 
come (featuring Matt Lucas as 
Bottom, Maxine Peake asTitania and 
Bernard Cribbins as Snout), but for 
many people the most intriguing part 
of the season is the new sitcom 
Upstart Crow. 

That’s because it’s been scripted by 
Ben Elton, a man with an impressive 
track record when it comes to 
historical comedy. He co-wrote three 
series of Blackadder, meaning he’s 
already familiar with the Elizabethan 
era (and the Bard made a cameo 
appearance in the special Blackadder: 


Back & Forth, where he was played 
by Colin Firth). 

So, in theory Elton shouldn’t have 
needed to do much additional 
research for Upstart Crow, which is 
set in 1592 as the playwright begins to 
make a name for himself in London, 
while trying to balance his 
responsibilities to his family back in 
Stratford-upon-Avon. However, Elton 
did throw himself into the period spirit, 
saying: “I have tried very hard to think 
myself into Shakespeare’s creative 
world, writing only with a small 
chicken feather and not changing my 
underpants for a year.” 

Fortunately, that didn’t deter an 
impressive cast from signing up for 
Upstart Crow, including Peep Show’s 
David Mitchell, who is playing 
Shakespeare. But then, as he points 
out, it’s such a rare opportunity, it 
must have been difficult to pass up. 

Mitchell says: “I’m delighted to be 
playing England’s greatest bard at this 
difficult time for bards everywhere. You 
just try getting work as a bard these 
days. It’s virtually impossible.” 

He’s joined by Harry Enfield (who 


can also currently be seen as Prince 
Charles in Channel 4’s The Windsors) 
and sitcom veteran Paula Wilcox as 
Shakespeare’s parents, John and 
Mary. LizaTarbuck plays his wife Anne 
and Raised By Wolves’ Helen Monk is 
his daughter Susannah. 

Mark Heap is also on board as the 
Bard’s nemesis Robert Greene - aka 
the man who once described 
Shakespeare as an ‘upstart crow’ and 
gave the sitcom its title. 

That points to another theme in the 
series - one that should make it 
easier for audiences to accept the 
most influential and iconic writer in the 
history of the English language as 
something of an underdog. As 
producer Gareth Edwards told The 
Independent: “Shakespeare is a 
middle-class nerd with a lot of talent 
trying to make his mark on a system 
geared to favour the titled and those 
with an Oxford education.” 

In the opening episode, his 
struggles also include trying to find 
inspiration for one of his most famous 
characters while dealing with an angry 
actor, an annoying guest, and his 
family’s script suggestions. 



David Mitchell stars in Upstart Crow, Monday, BBC2,10pm 

BEST OF THE REST 


MONDAY 

Invictus Games 2016 
BBC1, 7.30pm 

New series. Gabby Logan and Ade Adepitan 
present coverage from Orlando, Florida, of the 
second staging of the international multi-sport event 
for wounded, injured or sick armed forces personnel 
and veterans, which had its inaugural event two 
years ago in London. Featuring highlights of the 
opening ceremony, which featured appearances by 
patron Prince Harry and First Lady Michelle 
Obama, as well as performances by James Blunt, 
Laura Wright and Gareth Malone’s Invictus Choir. 

TUESDAY 

Penguin A&E with Lorraine Kelly 
Channel 5,9pm 

It may come as a surprise to anyone whose 
knowledge of penguin behaviour derives from the 
movie Happy Feet, but not all of the birds live in a 
winter wonderland. One species has made its home 
near one of South Africa’s busiest cities, Cape 
Town, which is every bit as dangerous as any 
frozen wasteland, especially when the flightless 
birds waddle into traffic. Now, Lorraine Kelly is 
heading to South Africa to meet the team who are 
working to save the endangered species in the 
continent’s busiest penguin emergency department. 


The hospital rescues more than 1,500 vulnerable 
penguins each year - which in this opening 
episode includes Bandit, who has been brought in 
with a fish hook in his stomach, and Nipper, who 
has been bitten by a rogue dog. 

WEDNESDAY 

Killer Women with Piers Morgan 
ITV, 9pm 

Piers Morgan is taking a break from the Good 
Morning Britain sofa and heading back to America 
for this hard-hitting two part documentary, which 
sees him meeting some of the US’s most 
notorious female murderers and discovering what 
drove them to kill. He begins his journey in 
Gatesville, Texas, where he speaks to 
Erin Caffey, who at the age of just 16 
conspired with her boyfriend to kill her 
parents and two younger brothers, 
and is now due to stay behind bars 
until she is nearly 60. Despite 
being shot five times, her father, 

Terry, survived the tragedy that 
claimed the rest of his family and 
has made the incredible choice 
to forgive his daughter, visiting 
her in prison every month. But 
while Terry and Erin insist that 


her boyfriend Charlie was the driving force behind 
the murders, Piers discovers that not everyone 
agrees with that version of events. 

THURSDAY 
Peaky Blinders 

BBC2, 9pm 

On the orders of the secretive 
Economic League, Tommy goes to 
V London to meet the wildly eccentric 
y and volatile Duke Leon - and when 
w * he is given his mission, he soon 

^ realises the extreme lengths his new 
paymasters are willing to go to in 
their quest for power. Back in 
Birmingham, John’s 
temper gets the better 
of him, and a 
personal dispute 
with the Italians 
threatens to 
explode into a 
devastating war. 
Tommy 
struggles to 
regain control 
of the situation 
- only to 



discover how extensive his new enemy’s hold on 
the Peaky Blinders is. Cillian Murphy, Helen 
McCrary and Joe Cole star, with an appearance by 
Paddy Considine (The Suspicions of Mr Whicher). 

FRIDAY 

Revealed - The Truth About the Holy Grail 
Channel 5,8pm 

The legend of the Holy Grail has taken many forms 
throughout history, but it has always identified the 
Grail as the cup Jesus drank from during the Last 
Supper. However, the whereabouts of the cup has 
been a subject of intense speculation for centuries. 
Back in 2011, Leon University medieval history 
lecturer Margarita Torres and art historian Jose 
Manuel Ortega del Rio discovered two remarkable 
Arab parchments at Cairo’s University of al-Azhar 
that appeared to offer important new clues. 
However, in Europe alone there are 200 supposed 
holy grails, so is the precious goblet in Leon’s San 
Isidro basilica the real one? 

Mum 

BBC2,10pm 

New series. A woman forced to deal with the death 
of her husband determines to find out who she is 
and possibly seek new romance. Family comedy, 
starring Lesley Manville. 


Starf@Iravel 


^ ^ 


Hand picked holidays with you in mind 


Afternoon Tea 

The price for each trip includes: 

/ Return coach travel 

/ Bed and breakfast or half-board accommodation 
/ Traditional Afternoon Tea 
/ Visits for each trip as described 
/ Single rooms subject to availability 
(supplement applies) 


Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). 

Please read brochures/web pages for full description plus 
terms and conditions. 

Dates subject to availability. 

Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, 
Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Please note Star Reader Travel are unable to take bookings. 




Why not enjoy a break with friends or treat someone special 
to afternoon tea, at one of these top venues? 


Chatsworth House 

Two days, from £159 
Half board 
Sept 25 

Visit magnificent Chatsworth 
House, the ‘Palace of the Peaks’ 
and see some outstanding 
works of art, wonderful displays 
of furniture, silver, tapestries 
and porcelain, as well as some 
famous curiosities. 

Afternoon tea will be in 
a beautiful room in the 
surroundings of the famous 
18th century stables and will 
include a range of dainty finger 
sandwiches and a selection of 
homemade cakes and pastries. 

There will also be chance to visit 
Bakewell and Matlock Bath and 
enjoy the spectacular scenery of 
the Peak District National Park. 

Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V787X) 


The Ritz 

Two days, from £199 
Bed and breakfast 
Aug 7 

The Ritz is one of the most 
famous hotels in London and is 
best known for its afternoon tea. 

In a private dining room enjoy 
a selection of tea whilst the 
traditional menu includes freshly 
cut sandwiches, scones and a 
choice of pastries. 

Visits are also included to 
Fortnum & Mason, famed as 
the quintessential English store 
for over 300 years plus Harrods 
the world’s most famous luxury 
department store. 

At St Pancras International, visit 
Europe’s longest champagne 
bar for a glass of bubbly. 

Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Houses of Parliament 

Four days, from £299 
Half board 

Aug 26, Sept 9, Oct 14 

Enjoy this four-day break 
with a unique opportunity to 
experience afternoon tea at the 
Palace of Westminster, in the 
elegant surrounds of the Terrace 
Pavilion. 

Take a tour of the the Houses of 
Parliament, combining history, 
architecture and modern day 
politics, followed by afternoon 
tea overlooking the Thames in 
the House of Commons. 

Choose from a seasonal menu 
of savouries and sweets created 
by Parliament’s chefs. 

Visits are also made to St 
Albans, Kenwood House and 
the Royal Airforce Museum. 

Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 
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PUZZLES 
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BRAIN GYM 


No.376 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of 
the alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use 
the given letters) to the right of the main grid to start you 
off. 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 


1 

F 

2 

X 

3 

J 

4 

R 

5 

D 

6 

L 

7 

s 

8 

K 

9 

o 

10 

G 

ii 

C 

12 

1 

13 

P 

14 

B 

15 

Y 

16 

w 

17 

u 

18 

E 

19 

A 

20 

Q 

21 

T 

22 

V 

23 

N 

24 

Z 

25 

H 

26 

M 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Still, it might result 
in interference (6) 

4. Lost, as a dog may 
be (6) 

9. Single-minded 
concentration 
before starting the 
job (13) 

10. Speed too much, 
and go over the 
limit (7) 

11. She’s back in the 
scene, right on cue 
(5) 

12. Rings the wrong 
shop about nothing 
(5) 

14. We’re clean out of 
them! (5) 

18. Most air-lines 
provide this flight 
(5) 

19. Performer makes 
a start that is 
different (7) 

21. Takes the plunge 
without consulting 
the directors? (4,9) 

22. About eleven, the 
ship moves off (6) 

23. He shares what’s 
left (2-4) 


Down 

1. It may be used to 
weaken the spirit (6) 

2. A fair exchange in 
view? (2,3,3,2,3) 

3. Suffer part of the 
main current (5) 

5. One stays with it (7) 

6. To take up the post 
is to increase the 
risk (5,3,5) 

7. Northern 
statesman? (6) 

8. The poet is very 
ardent! (5) 

13. Act for each class 

(7) 

15. Habits of a wise 
man in America (6) 

16. Possibly means to 
provide titles (5) 

17. One who minds is 
easily hurt (6) 

20. Let the sailor in as 
well, though it’s 
forbidden (5) 



Sudoku 


Thinking space 



2 
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8 
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Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Tremble (6) 

4. Expurgate (6) 

9. Remonstrance (13) 

10. Wandered (7) 

11. Courtyard (5) 

12. Construct (5) 

14. Hold off (5) 

18. Automaton (5) 

19. Repartee (7) 

21. Confusion (13) 

22. Threefold (6) 

23. Motive (6) 


Down 

1. Feeling sick (6) 

2. Always calm (13) 

3. Attempt (5) 

5. Specimen (7) 

6. Inefficiency (13) 

7. Haphazard (6) 

8. Conduct (5) 

13. To the letter (7) 

15. Minister (6) 

16. Wide (5) 

17. Defeated (6) 

20. Dough (5) 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


2 8 7 5 6 3 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 1 Astonishment; 7 Sidle; 8 
Theta; 9 Ice; 10 Faithless; 11 Erects; 12 Polish; 

15 Touch-wood; 17 Ass; 18 Redan; 19 Drone; 21 
Free-thinkers. Down: 1 Architecture; 2 Nod; 3 
Scenic; 4 Matchwood; 5 Niece; 6 Cat’s whiskers; 
7 Swede; 10 Fat chance; 13 Image; 14 Howdah; 

16 Under; 20 Own. QUICK - Across: 1 Putting 
green; 7 Appal; 8 Lithe; 9 Nip; 10 Arrogance; 11 
Locate; 12 Cobweb; 15 Trappings; 17 Tor; 18 
Exact; 19 Sloth; 21 Playing field. Down: 1 Plain 
clothes; 2 Imp; 3 Galore; 4 Religious; 5 Eaten; 6 
Reverberated; 7 Aspic; 10 Antipathy; 13 Watch; 
14 Unison; 16 Avail; 20 Oaf. 


Niner 


1. Which actress was the BBC’s Girl Friday 6. Which Russian writer declined the 1958 


in a 1994 TV series? 

2. In which US state is the Grand Canyon? 

3. From which word are ‘tsar’ and ‘Kaiser’ 
derived? 

4. Which herb is also called milfoil? 

5. Which unit is defined as one nautical 
mile per hour? 


Nobel prize for literature? 

7. In which country are the Southern Alps, 
highest point Mount Cook? 

8. Who was World Snooker Champion six 
times in the 1970s? 

9. What is the world’s southernmost active 
volcano? 

10. From which fruit is the drink Tokay 
made? 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Tasmania; 2 Antelope; 

3 St. Andrews; 4 Length; 5 Steven 
Spielberg; 6 Thomas Beecham; 7 Jurassic; 
8 National Union of Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Workers; 9 Fifth column; 

10 Myalgic encephalomyelitis. 

Niner: NEIGHBOUR 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 


96729 gives a composer, 
31576 gives a singing group, 
356824 gives an instrument. 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 



Jersey 


Jersey is a tiny island packed with history, tradition, a spirit 
of independence and combines the best of British with a 
slice of French thrown in. 


Covering a mere 45 square miles this Channel Island lies 100 miles from 
mainland England and just 14 miles from the coast of France. 


Price includes: 

/ Return flights from Birmingham or Manchester 


/ Accommodation at the three-star Mayfair Hotel 
on a bed and full English breakfast basis 


Breaks are available for almost any date during the year of between 
three and seven nights on a bed and breakfast basis. For departures up 
to October 31,2016, free night offers are available, i.e. four nights for the 
price of three (conditions apply). 


/ Entertainment at the hotel 
/ Return transfers from the airport in Jersey 
/ One item of checked-in baggage per person 
/ Special offers available 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 


Accommodation is at the three-star Mayfair Hotel which is just a five 
minute stroll from St Helier town centre. There is a spacious reception 
area, with the lounge, bar, dining room and coffee shop all located on 
the ground floor. 


Other facilities include a sun terrace, health club with gym, indoor 
swimming pool, Jacuzzi and steam room. 


Organised by Modern Hotels (ABTAV3101, ATOL0752) 


Star Reader Travel is the travel department of the Express & Star. 
Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read 
brochures/web pages for full description plus terms and conditions. 
Please note Star Reader Travel are unable to take bookings. 

Dates subject to availability. 


Various themed breaks are also offered throughout the year. These 
include a break for single travellers where there is no single room 
supplement, Tennerfest Food Festival breaks, an autumn walking festival 
break, plus 99p bar breaks (conditions apply). 


There are also special holidays for the festive season including Turkey 
and Tinsel, Christmas shopping, Christmas, Twixmas and of course 
New Year breaks. Request a brochure for full details. 


DAYS: 4 to 8 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 



Friday 24th June i 

1 Loch Long Hotel Loch Lomond National Park 1 

1 *** 1 

Scenic ] 

TOUR INCLUDES: 

SCOTLAND 

•4 Nights Half Board 

This 5 day coach 
break staying at our 

1 r\ ph 1 nnn l—J rttnl _ 

. Nightly 
entertainment 
• Excursions 

Luuii Luiiy nuiei, 1 

thprp will pIqh hp an A 

PICKUP FROM: 

LI IGIG Will ClIOU UC ul 1 

excursion everyday 
including a cruise 
on Loch Lomond, 
Inveraray, Glencoe, 
Rannoch Moor, Fort 
William & Edinburgh. 

Birmingham, 

Smethwick, 

West Bromwich, 
Dudley, 

Wolverhampton, 

Walsall 

LOCHS 

W GLENS 

HOLI DAYS 

Holidays are fully bonded. 

School Road, Gartocharn, 

G83 8RW 

| LOCHS.COM 01389 713713 | 


THEFORSTSTOP FOR ALLYOUR 
FENCING REQUITEMENTS! 



79367/7 
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FREE QUOTATIONS 


Pries Start from £70 per Bay 
including: Heavy Duty Fence Panel, 
Concrete Post, Gravel Board & Fitting 
We will beat any written quotation 


^DEMEMED 



@ fence icoluk 
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eating out 
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PIZZ&EX' 


a 


Members of staff outside Stourbridge’s Pizza Express following the refurbishment Diavolo pizza, thin and crispy, and made before your very eyes 


Aiming to please, Lydia Orrell, manager Louise Kitson and Andy Steventon 



The much-vaunted delicious dough balls 



Pasta to please - the lasagna classica 


Express delight at bits and pizzas 
of Italian in new-look restaurant 


PIZZA, not something I would nor¬ 
mally consider present on my radar, 
so a food review of Pizza Express? 
Well, as they say, when in Rome... 

For many years now Pizza Express has 
been offering top-notch Italian delicacies 
from its High Street restaurant in Stour¬ 
bridge, and has recently undergone a fab¬ 
ulous transformation. 

Walking in, you are immediately aware of 
clean lines - sleek, but with a hint of the tra¬ 
ditional - harking back to the building’s previ¬ 
ous incarnation as Cranage’s Tea Rooms, and 
Royal Turf Lounge Bar. The frontage, once 
strewn with cakes and other baking delights to 
tempt passers-by, is now a window onto diners 
enjoying their meals, with excellent, attentive 
service, in relaxed, stylish surroundings. 

As I say, I’m no expert, but having settled 
down with a nice spicy Shiraz, I plumped for 
the calamari as starter, while my wife, a die¬ 
hard pizza/pasta aficionado with Pizza Ex- 


By Graeme Andrew 


presses in and around Preston - it’s a long 
story - was straight in there, almost salivat¬ 
ing at the mere thought of dough balls. 

Simply, but exquisitely presented, I picked 
up my first piece of calamari - well, fingers 
were invented before forks - with some trep¬ 
idation, as I had been reliably informed by 
my Italian food expert opposite that it can be 
chewy. Not a bit of it, it melted in the mouth 
and the dip set my palate aglow with tartness. 

Judging by the silence, albeit brief, and 
Cheshire cat grin of my eating partner, the 
dough balls were also up to standard. 

In between courses, I was taken aback, 
once again by the decor. Marble tables with a 
selection of different seating - none of which 
looked like the types developed by sadists 
who only work in 90 degree angles, making 
you feel like you’re about to fall down a ski 
slope. Instead comfort is assured. There is a 
black and white theme throughout, with dark 


wood in between and modern lighting bring¬ 
ing things smack-bang up to date, without 
going over the top - at no point did I think 
American diner. 

And at no point did I think Italian pre¬ 
tension either - there were no strains of ac¬ 
cordion in the background, or Volare being 
blasted out on the music system, instead it 
was unobtrusive up-beat pop, played at a 
volume which didn’t interfere with conver¬ 
sation. 

Cannily, the diner is given a first-hand 
view of the goings-on in the kitchen, as it’s 
open plan and you see your dishes being cre¬ 
ated before your very eyes. 

Anyway, back to the food, my main was 
a thin crust diavolo pizza, as I am not a fan 
of doughy chewing-for-infmity Italian fayre. 
On arrival, it was actually bigger than the 
plate, but had a very generous smattering 
of spicy beef, peppers and pepperoni to keep 
me occupied, with the base at the very most 
plate thickness, brilliant for me, with my 
aversion to dough chomping. 


Meanwhile Mrs Preston had the lasagna 
classica, which it has to be said, looked fan¬ 
tastic. Huh? We go to a pizza restaurant 
and she doesn’t have pizza? No, I didn’t get 
that one either. Between us there was a side 
salad which had a lovely sharp dressing and 
proper, crunchy homemade coleslaw. 

I have to admit to being beaten by the 
sheer size of my main course, but I had an 
eye on the dessert menu, which offered far 
more than the usual chocolate fudge cake 
and ice cream - see I’m used to class joints 
me! I was particularly intrigued by the dol- 
cetti offerings, smaller sweets on a oblong 
plate alongside a coffee of your choice - what 
a fantastic idea! So it was salted caramel 
profiteroles for me. 

The missus meanwhile opted for limon- 
cello, a very sweet and sour sorbet affair, 
with meringue-type bits inside and lemony 
sauce within - mouth-watering. Both were 
the perfect end to a perfect meal, which was 
just part of the Pizza Express experience 
and one which we hope to repeat very soon. 



vutfiL&ast. 




Sunbeach Holiday Park, Llwyngwril, 
~ yynedd, Wales, LL37 2QQ 







Buy and sell with 
Classified Ads 



ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 
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Memorabilia 
that really 
rocks at 
auction time 

ANTIQUES AND KjM 
COLLECTIBLES TW] 


By John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 



NOT many months go by during which we 
don’t see pop memorabilia in the sale¬ 
room in Bridgnorth - and it always at¬ 
tracts the bidders. 

Collectors and fans alike are always on the lookout 
for anything from concert programmes and souvenir 
mugs to LPs and even items of clothing worn by fa¬ 
mous singers and 
band members. 

Items relating to 
stars who are no 
longer with us, such 
as Elvis Presley, 

Michael Jackson, 

David Bowie and now 
(sadly) Prince tend 
to attract the most 
attention and we do 
find collections of 
records in the same 
genre, like Northern 
Soul, draw the buy¬ 
ers. 

A few months back, 
for example, we sold 
around 140 Northern 
Soul singles for sev¬ 
eral hundred pounds. 

Beatles memorabilia is always very popular with all 
age groups and can sell for huge sums. 

Albums autographed by one, or all of the Beatles, can 
sell for several thousands of pounds . . . and a signed 
personal copy of The Beatles aka The White Album 
once belonging to Ringo Starr was sold in the US last 
year for more than $700,000. 

Original LPs such as Rubber Soul and Yellow Sub¬ 
marine are popular and the Savage Young Beatles 
album with Tony Sheridan is also sought after. 

Original best-selling singles recorded by the legend¬ 
ary band include Day Tripper, Can’t Buy Me Love, She 
Loves You, Hey Jude, Lady Madonna, Love Me Do, Pa¬ 
perback Writer, Norwegian Wood... the list is endless! 

Of course, it is possible to buy Beatles records at 
much more affordable 
prices, their value al¬ 
ways reflects rarity, age 
and condition. 

Vintage LPs and sin¬ 
gles recorded by Beat- 
>5lL - les’ contemporary rivals 

the Rolling Stones are 
also much sought after 
- a copy of their 1964 
album, aptly called The 
Rolling Stones, sold a 
few years ago for more 
than £1,000, as did Led 
Zeppelin’s Led Zeppe¬ 
lin first pressing with a 
unique cover. 

Collectors of punk 
1 music will snap up orig¬ 
inal copies of the Sex Pistols 1977 God Save the Queen, 
paying thousands in the process, and Elvis Presley fans 
can expect to pay anything in the region of £5,000 or 
more for his 1962 single Good Luck Charm. 

Remember that it is only vinyl that sells, vintage cas¬ 
settes really don’t feature on the collectors’ wishlist. 

Other kinds of memorabilia found in the salreoom 
include concert tickets, programmes, posters and post¬ 
cards, you can expect to buy most of these for less than 
£50, T-shirts, jackets, pens, flyers and even bubblegum. 

Although the rare vintage pop items may sell for 
thousands at auction, fans can easily find memorabilia 
to suit a limited budget - it’s all to do with shopping 
around but make sure you check condition before you 
buy. 

And if you want to look like a genuine Beatle, come 
along to the Perry and Phillips sale on Tuesday, we’ll 
be auctioning some boots designed by the man who also 
made an identical pair for John Lennon! 

Perry & Phillips holds valuation days, for sale items 
only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm at its 
Mill Street saleroom in Low Town, Bridgnorth, and 
auctions of antiques and collectibles are held on the 
first Tuesday of each month. 




Lifestyle 29 


Time to dance like there is nobody watching 



Going grey... but not getting old 


THIS week I read an interesting article 
about the ‘grey revolution’. 

It mentioned the Editor of Vogue in 
1965 characterising the ‘youth-quake’, 
a description of the baby-boomers who 
were changing popular culture and how 
they are now creating a ‘grey-quake’ in 
our society. 

This group are widely defined as those 
born after the second world war up until 
1964 but this is a fluid explanation. 

They redefined traditional attitude, 
changed fashion and music, and refuse 
to grow old. 

They created glam rock, punk, new ro¬ 
mantic and Brit pop to name but a few, 
fashion designers such as Vivienne West- 
wood, Nicole Farhi, Issy Miyake and Paul 
Smith. 

They popularised the home interiors 
market and bought luxury good with 
their higher wages, realised ‘two career’ 
families and will do more in retirement 
than our fore fathers dreamt of. 

The bands and entertainers of 30 years 
ago are on tour again and the audience 


STYLE I 
FOCUS 


With Janet Timmis 


will range from 16 to 80 and the past few 
years have seen the 60s, 70s and 80s styl¬ 
ing on the catwalk. In more recent years 
technology has taken over and although 
has an amazing effect on our lives has re¬ 
duced physical creativity, computer pro¬ 
grammes taking over from hand drawn 
design and styling. 

No longer are our children taught to 
cook or sew and therefore do not under¬ 
stand the work that goes into anything, 
and everything is easily available to 
them. 

We are however closer to our chil¬ 
dren’s way of thinking, we listen to the 
same music, watch the same television 
programmes and films, wear similar, or 
share clothes and use technology, in all 
of its form, daily and they stay at home 


for longer. These baby boomers, me in¬ 
cluded, do not like to be seen as old. 

The advertising departments are dom¬ 
inated by young people and in recent 
years have avoided targeting the older 
market but that is where the money lies 
and they are now learning not to direct 
their advertising in an ageist way. 

They make us want product because it 
looks good but as we get older how amaz¬ 
ingly good will the self-parking car be? 

If you are between 50 and 70, revel in 
what you have achieved, look back on the 
amazing things that have occurred and 
changed in our lifetime and when you 
are listening to the Sex Pistols (or any 
of your favourite bands) as the quotation 
goes ‘dance like there is nobody watching 
and sing like there’s nobody listening’, 
your children may not talk to you but it 
will make you smile! 

For more details visit www.jflex- 
clusive.com, www.jflgarmentsolu- 
tions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Keep an eye on your weight with regular exercise Drink plenty of water every day Plenty of fresh fruit and vegetables will help improve your overall health 

Be kind to your kidneys 
to reduce health risks 




Check the salt content of products 


THEY might not be a part of the 
body we think about very often, 
but our hard-working kidneys 
need all the help they can get. 

Every year, around 57,000 people in 
the UK are treated for kidney failure, 
and according to experts, some three 
million are under threat of chronic 
kidney conditions. 

These crucial organs play a key role in 
filtering waste from our blood, before turn¬ 
ing it into urine, and factors including high 
blood pressure, smoking and diabetes (the 
biggest cause of kidney failure) can all ac¬ 
celerate kidney damage. 

Although for some people, certain kidney 
conditions are not preventable, generally 
speaking, there are a number of things we 
can do to reduce the risk of developing kid¬ 
ney-related diseases. 

“Keeping active, being a healthy weight, 
eating loads of fruit and veg, having a diet 
that’s low in fat, low in sugar, enjoying your 
food and having a variety of foods can all 
help,” says NHS renal dietician Harriet 
Williams, who often works with the char¬ 
ity Kidney Research UK (www.kidneyre- 
searchuk.org). 

Here, she shares some of her top tips for 
keeping kidneys healthy and avoiding prob¬ 
lems further down the line... 


By Keeley Bolger 


REDUCE SALT INTAKE 

Cutting back on the amount of salt in 
your diet will help your kidneys do their 
jobs properly. 

“The maximum recommended intake is 
6g a day,” says Williams. “One of the rea¬ 
sons to keep your salt intake low is to main¬ 
tain a good blood pressure, and to try and 
prevent problems with your kidneys.” (Salt 
is a major factor in high blood pressure.) 

Fresh and dried herbs, onions, garlic, 
lemon juice, vinegar and spices are all good 
salt substitutes and will enhance flavour 
in dishes. Try to make food from scratch 
where possible, so you can track how much 
salt you eat - a lot of the ‘hidden’ salts we 
consume come from processed foods. 

DRINK PLENTY OF WATER 

Making sure you drink water regularly 
(but not excessively), especially when exer¬ 
cising or in hot places, will help your kid¬ 
neys function properly. 

“For most people, two to two-and-a-half 
litres of fluid a day is enough, but that can 
include tea, coffee and fruit juice,” says Wil¬ 
liams. 

“Water is the ideal, because it doesn’t 
contain any calories. Squashes can be added 
to help make them more interesting. Limit 
fruit juice to a small glass.” 


Bear in mind that your pee should be 
straw-coloured. If it’s darker, it could be 
a sign that you’re dehydrated. Other signs 
are headaches, fatigue, dry or chapped lips 
and, if you’re very dehydrated, mental con¬ 
fusion. 

PACK IN PLENTY OF FRUIT AND 
VEG 

By upping the amount of fruit and veg in 
your diet, you’re giving your body - and in 
turn your kidneys - the nutrients and min¬ 
erals it needs to run smoothly. 

Fresh is perfect, but if opting for tinned 
varieties, rinse the veg in water before you 
cook or eat it, to remove excess salt. The 
same goes for tinned pulses, too. 

CHECK LABELS 

Make a habit of reading food labels in 
the supermarket, so you know exactly what 
you’re eating. “A lot of manufacturers are 
getting much better now at reducing salt 
content,” says Williams. “Just bear in mind 
that the recommended salt intake is 6g a 
day..” 

MANAGE YOUR WEIGHT 

It’s recognised that being overweight can 
increase the risk of Type 2 diabetes, which 
in turn puts pressure on your kidneys and 
can lead to kidney disease. Keep your blood 
sugar stable by eating well-balanced meals, 
and exercise regularly - walking and gar¬ 
dening all count. 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Individual, 
distinctive and 
spacious dormer 
bungalow 

An individual, distinctive and spacious 
dormer bungalow, Number 1 Water Road, 
Lower Gornal, is located in a sought-after 
village with excellent schools nearby. 

It is for sale through Trinity Property at 
£279,500. 

With double glazing, central heating and 
a lovely open log fire in the lounge, the 
accommodation briefly comprises an entrance 
porch leading to the spacious entrance hall, 
with access to the lounge, a kitchen, a dining 
room and downstairs WC. 

There is a separate office area through an 
archway in the lounge and the dining room has 
a serving hatch into the kitchen. 

The ‘farmhouse’-style kitchen has a range 
of base and wall units, a built-in cooker, a 
hob, a dishwasher, a fridge and an extending 
breakfast bar. 

To the rear there is a useful utility room 
with access to the large garden and garage. 
Upstairs there are four good sized bedrooms 
(three doubles and a single) with an en-suite 
shower/WC off the master bedroom. 

Aviary 

There is also a house bathroom/WC with a 
corner bath. 

Outside there is off road parking in front of 
the integral garage, private mature gardens 
surrounding the house with a bird aviary, 
summer house/studio and pond. 

A spokesman for the selling agent said: 
“Viewing is highly recommended to appreciate 
the size and layout of this unique property.” 

Trinity Property bring afresh, friendly and 
honest approach to selling, buying and letting 
property within the Dudley and Stourbridge 
area. 

Offering free market appraisals, great EPC 
prices, all aspects of property letting and 
management, they are based in central Dudley 
and cover Kingswinford, Wordsley, Netherton, 
Sedgley, Tipton and Tividale and more, with a 
business built on recommendation. 

Internet 

The spokesman added: “We can offer you 
local, regional, national and internet marketing, 
utilising all the major property websites 
including rightmove, On The Market and 
others, along with our eye-catching yellow 
boards on the streets. 

“We work with an Independent Financial 
Advisor - Laura Thorton from Simply 
Mortgages and can recommend local solicitors 
who know the area.” 

Trinity Property’s lettings department offers 
full property management, rent collection and 
tenant-find services, with rent guarantees and 
the Unique Rent On Time available. 


LOWER GORNAL £279,500 




TO VIEW THIS PROPERTY 

AGENT: Trinity Property 

TEL: 01384 213395 

EMAIL: Dudley@trinityproperty.net 


KEY FEATURES 

Sought-after village 
Off road parking and garage 
Summer house/studio 
Separate office area 
Four bedrooms 
Mature gardens 
Energy rating D 















PROPERTY 



Detached 
family home 
ideal for daily 
commute 


OLDBURY 

£360,000 «< 


This superb detached family 
home in one of the most 
sought after locations within 
the Warley Woods area. 

Ideally placed for 
commuting, 2 Lenwade Road, 
Oldbury, is for sale through 
Derek Spires at £360,000. 

The property is in an 
imposing corner location with 
frontages to both Lenwade 
Road and Hadzor Road, only 
a few hundred yards from 
Warley Woods and close to 
facilities in Bearwood 

The property offers excellent 
family accommodation 
incorporating four bedrooms, 
a fully tiled shower room, a 
porch, a 25ft kitchen/dining 
room, an entrance hall, lounge, 
an additional sitting room, and 
fully tiled bathroom. Outside 
is a paved patio area, garden, 
off-street parking and a timber 
shed. 

Contact agents Derek Spires 
on 0121 4204646 or email 
derekspires@btconnect.com 



Modern home in 
a quiet cul-de-sac 


OLDBURY 

£149,950 


A modern end of terrace house, 1 Astle Drive, 
Oldbury, is located in a quiet cul-de-sac and 
within walking distance of the town centre. 

Having good road and rail transport links, 
making it ideal for commuting, the property is for 
sale through Tom Giles at £149,950 with no chain. 

It has a reception hall, a guest WC, a kitchen 
with beech finished units with contrasting 
working surfaces, a built-in dishwasher, washer/ 
dryer, oven, four plate gas hob and extractor, 
fridge/freezer and splash-back and floor tiling, 
a lounge with French doors to the garden, 
bedroom one en-suite, two further bedrooms 
and a bathroom, a block paved driveway and a 
garage and garden. Contact Tom Giles on 0121 
5526171 orvisitwww.tomgiles.net 






6pm Tuesday 7th June 2016 at Hogarths Stone Manor Hotel, Stone. DY10 4PJ 


Charlton Lane, Hartlebury 


Hanstone Rd, Stourport DY13 OHH 


Trimpley Lane, Bewdley DY12 1RL 


Radford Avenue, 
Kidderminster DY10 2ES 


"Un-polished gem"for sale under the hammer to 
close an Estate! - a captivating non-listed stone 
built detached country residence of real distinction 
with BIG potential set some 100ft back from the 
lane-side and sitting on ABOUT 2.6 ACRES of good 
level grounds with large paddock. Here is the 
perfect chance for your very own "grand design" 
in a prime rural setting surrounded by open 
Greenbelt countryside & yet with swift & simple 
access to Worcester City & M5. EPC: E 
STOURPORT OFFICE 01299 822060 

To be offered for sale by Public Auction subject to prior sale, 
special conditions and reserve. 


Guide Price £400,000-£500,000 


FOR SALE UNDER THE HAMMER TO CLOSE AN 
ESTATE and to be sold on the open market 
for the first time ever, in a quite original state 
but with huge potential! - a substantial 1950's 
2-bedroom semi detached property, un-typical 
for its exceptionally broad style - the house itself, 
externally, measuring over 10m/33ft across! The 
property also commands an enormous frontage 
standing some 115ft back from the kerbside whilst 
to the rear there are further level gardens plus 
REAR DRIVEWAY PARKING with direct vehicular 
access off William Coley Place. All-in-all a rare and 
special opportunity. Freehold. Vacant possession 
upon completion. EPC: G 
STOURPORT OFFICE 01299 822060 

To be offered for sale by Public Auction subject to prior sale, 
special conditions and reserve. 


Guide Price £80,000-£ 100,000 




phipps and 
pritchard 

with McCartneys 

chartered surveyors 
estate agents 
auctioneers 


Incredibly rare Greenbelt paddock land for the 
keeping of horses, extending to about 1.53 acres 
with a Registered Title. There is a gated frontage to 
Trimpley Lane plus parking, in a highly accessible 
location not far from the Bellmans Cross Inn and, 
most importantly, the land also includes a valuable I 
large high quality modern stable with external i 
measurements of 11 m x 5.65m - this having been 
approved by Wyre Forest District Council under 
application no: WF0016/05. Mains electricity and | 
water. In the Greenbelt but with possible long I 
term 'hope value'for future development. Vacant 
possession upon completion. 

STOURPORT OFFICE 01299 822060 

To be offered for sale by Public Auction subject to prior sale, 
special conditions and reserve. 


Guide Price £80,000-£ 100,000 


Old Chester Road South, 
Kidderminster DY10 1XL 


A 2-bedroom end terraced Victorian cottage in 
a very private position standing a long way back 
from the kerbside, behind it's own spacious lawned 
fore-gardens, screened by mature hedgerow. The 
property has already been modernised but would 
benefit from further improvement and up-grading. 
Enclosed rear garden, vacant possession upon 
completion. Energy Rating D 
STOURPORT OFFICE 01299 822060 

To be offered for sale by Public Auction subject to prior sale, 
special conditions and reserve. 


A 2-bedroom mid terraced house requiring general 
improvement set within an ultra convenient 
location on the fringe of Kidderminster town 
centre, living room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, first floor 
bathroom, enclosed rear garden/yard with brick 
built store, ideal buy-to-let investment, vacant 
possession upon completion. Energy Rating C 
STOURPORT OFFICE 01299 822060 

To be offered for sale by Public Auction subject to prior sale, 
special conditions and reserve. 


Guide Price £70,000-£90,000 




mi i 


Guide Price £70,000-£90,000 


r// y 


31 Worcester St. Kidderminster Worcs DY10 1EQ Tel: 01562 822244 I 1 High St. Stourport on Severn Worcs DY13 8DJ Tel: 01299 822060 


Fax: 01562 825401 email: sales@phippsandpritchard.co.uk I Fax: 01299 827066 emaihstourport@phippsandpritchard.co.uk 
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Halesowen Autos 

Quality Used Cars At Great Prices 



07/07 Range Rover Sport HSE 2.7TDV6 Diesel Automatic 
73k, Silver with Black Alloys, Black Leather, 

Sat Nav, CD, EA/Vindows 

£15995 / POA 


10/10 Jaguar XF Luxury 3.0 V6 Automatic Paddle Shift 

49k, Silver,Alloys, Black Leather, Sat Nav,Air Con, 
CD, E/Windows 

£13995 / POA 


14/14 Nissan Note 1.2 DiG-STekna 

5dr Auto [Comfort Pack] ONLY £30 R0ADTAX, 8k miles, 
Red,Alloys, Half Leather, Sat Nav, E/Windows, Keyless Entry 

£11995 / £53 Per Week 


09/09AudiA4 2.0TDI Diesel 143 SE 

5dr Multitronic Auto Estate, 88k, Black,Alloys, 

Digital Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

1 £8995/£48 Per Week 


1 09/59 Mercedes C250 Blue-Efficiency 12 GDI Diesel Elegance 
84k, Grey, Black Leather,Alloys, CD, 

E/Windows 

£8495/£46 Per Week 

L, Jr 

109/09 Mini Cooper 1.6 Convertible 

35k,White with Black Hood,Alloys, CD, 
EA/Vindows, E/Hood 

£7995/£42 Per Week 


10/10 Saab 9-3 Linear SE Cabriolet TID 1.9 Diesel 
| *ONE OWNER* Black, Cream Leather, Alloys, 

| Air Con, CD, E/Hood, EA/Vindows 

£7495 / £39 Per Week 

'm 

08108 jaguar X-Type 2.2DS Diesel 

4dr Automatic, 59k, Blue,Alloys, Half Cream 

Leather, Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£6795 / £35 Per Week 

Li 

06/56Toyota Rav-4 XT4 D-4D 2.2 Diesel 4WD 

5dr, 75k, Silver,Alloys,Air Con, CD, 

EA/Vindows, E/Sunroof 

£6795 / £35 Per Week 





09/59 Mini Cooper Diesel 

52k, Black with Chequered Roof,Alloys, 

Average 62 mpg,Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£6495 / £34 Per Week 



06/06 Audi TT 1.8 Turbo 

60k, Red,Alloys, Grey Leather, CD, 
EA/Vindows 

£5995 / £32 Per Week 


1 06/56 jaguar X-Type SE 2.1 Diesel Estate 

j ONLY 49k Miles, Red, Alloys, 

I Cream Leather, Sat Nav, CD, E/Windows 

£5695 / £30 Per Week 



13/13 Peugeot 1071.0 Allure 
14k, Black, *ZERO ROAD TAX* Alloys, 

Air Con, CD with Aux, EA/Vindows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 



10/10 Skoda Fabia l.9TDi Sport 
60k, Mauve with White Roof, Alloys, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£5495 / £28 Per Week 



I I/I I Ford Focus Sport l.6TDCi Diesel 

5dr, 79k, Black,Alloys, Sat Nav, CD, 
EA/Vindows 

£5295 / £27 Per Week 



08/08 Renault Kangoo 1.6 Expression 
Automatic, ONLY 20k MILES, Blue, E/Windows, 
CD, Spacious MPV 

£4495 / £26 Per Week 



08/08 Ford Mondeo 2.0TDCi Diesel Edge 

5dr[ 140] Automatic, 118k, Blue, 

Air Con, CD, EA/Vindows 

£3695 / £23 Per Week 



04/54AudiA21.4TDI Diesel SE 

5dr, ONLY £30 Road Tax, Black,Alloys, Climate, 

CD Player, E/Windows 

£2495 / £19 Per Week 




Finance example: Ford Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Diesel, Cash Price £3695, Deposit £300, Amount of credit £3395, Fixed interest rate 6.25% Flat rate, 11.8% Apr, 48 
Payments of £97.73 (£25.56 per week) Total amount payable £4991.04 (Includes Document fee and Completion fee, Subject to status) 

FINANCE AVAILABLE • PART EXCHANGE 
WARRANTIES AVAILABLE • WE BUY CARS 


1 CROSS STREET, HALESOWEN B63 4RT 

Tel: 0121 SOI 3840 

www.halesowenautos.co.uk 


DRIVETIME 



Skoda scoring well with drivers 


SKODA’s models continue to 
drive home their reliability, quali¬ 
ty, cost, practicality and comfort 
credentials in the annual Auto Ex¬ 
press Driver Power survey. 

The 2016 questionnaire received 
more than 49,000 responses, cover¬ 
ing 32 manufacturers and 183 models, 
with Skoda models featuring heavily in 
the top 25 overall positions. Along with 
a number of wins and podium places 
in various classes and categories, the 
brand was voted third best in the UK 
to own, improving on last year’s result 
with an overall score of 90.45 per cent. 

Central to the manufacturer’s suc¬ 
cess was its best-selling Octavia mod¬ 
el which triumphed in the Compact 


Family Car class. The 1st place cat¬ 
egory result, which was also the 7th 
most highly-rated car overall, saw the 
family model, with prices starting from 
£16,515, record a score of 92.52 per 
cent. 

Owners were particularly impressed 
with the model’s practicality, cement¬ 
ing 3rd place in this specific category, 
confirming its usefulness as a tool for 
transporting families safely, in comfort 
and with space to spare. They also rec¬ 
ommended its in-car tech (9th overall) 
and praised its low running costs, relia¬ 
bility and performance. 

Praise for Skoda continued in the 
Supermini class with two models fea¬ 
turing in the top 5 positions; the Citigo 
placing second and the Fabia posting 


a 4th place finish. With a 91.94 per cent 
rating the smallest car in the Skoda 
range finished 11th in the whole sur¬ 
vey, and the slightly larger Fabia re¬ 
turned a score of 91.29 per cent for a 
22nd place result. 

Another silver medal was awarded to 
the previous generation Skoda Superb, 
which beat 163 other vehicles to finish 
2nd in the Family Car category with a 
score of 91.46 per cent. And the ven¬ 
erable Yeti continued the brand’s trend 
for high scores, thanks to its 91.58 per 
cent rating in the toughly contested 
Offroad/SUV category and 16th overall 
placement. 

The Skoda range starts at £8,275 for 
the Citigo supermini. For more informa¬ 
tion, visit www.skoda.co.uk 
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Orders now 
being taken 
for new VW 
Tiguan SUV 

By David Banner 


The first versions of the dynamic new Tiguan 
SUV today open for order at Volkswagen UK 
Retailers nationwide. 

Designed and engineered to redefine the compact 
SUV segment new Tiguan introduces class-leading 
levels of interior space, practicality and safety while 
debuting cutting-edge technology and connectivity. 

New from the ground up, today’s Tiguan brings previous¬ 
ly unseen levels of quality and refinement to its sector with 
a premium look and feel that belie its price. The first new 
Volkswagen SUV to sit on the innovative and flexible MQB 
platform - which also underpins the class-leading Volkswa¬ 
gen Golf - the new car signals the start of a comprehensive 
SUV offensive which will see the brand represented in all 
core SUV segments over time. 

By virtue of its cutting edge MQB underpinnings the new 
Tiguan debuts exceptional levels of safety and connectivity. 
Standard from entry will be a raft of valuable safety features 
such as front assist; city emergency braking and pedestri¬ 
an monitoring, while hi-tech features available for the first 
time in a Tiguan include active info display; head-up display; 
area view and trailer assist. 

Perfectly proportioned, and shaped to develop the char¬ 
acter of the original best-selling Tiguan, the new car balanc¬ 
es clean lines with a powerful, dynamic stance. The SUV 
design language is taken up consistently inside new Tiguan, 
too. The cockpit, for example, is now aligned towards the 
driver for better comfort and without constricting the airy im¬ 
pression of the interior. At the same time, the wider centre 
console typical of SUVs is paired with the new 4MOTION 
Active Control rotary switch to create a defining interior ele¬ 
ment with a premium feel. Ambient lighting generates a so¬ 
phisticated overall impression, completed by the optional 
panoramic roof - standard from SEL trim upwards - and de¬ 
tails such as the elegant door handles and smart trim strips. 

Utility 

This generously-proportioned interior offers more head 
room and knee room than previously - up by 29 mm in the 
case of knee room - and when the rear bench is folded the 
cargo space, at 1,655 litres, is 145 litres larger than before. 
Meanwhile a lower load sill improves ease of use and un¬ 
derscores the Tiguan’s everyday utility, while an optimised 
body structure and improved aerodynamics add to occu¬ 
pant comfort via reduced cabin noise. 

The car also offers a sliding rear bench seat that has been 
optimised to permit up to 180 mm of adjustment - 20 mm 
more than in the previous model. When the rear bench is 
slid forwards, the boot provides 615 litres of space - a gain 
of 145 litres. Highlighting the new Volkswagen’s practicality 
is a towing capacity of up to 2,500 kg (depending on mod¬ 
el and drivetrain) which is unique in this class of compact 
SUVs. 

The extended engine range of the new Tiguan gives cus¬ 
tomers the greatest possible range of choices for power, 
style and comfort. A broad line-up has been created to ap¬ 
peal to the widest possible customer base. 

In the UK the car will over time be offered with up to three 
new petrol engines, with power outputs from 125 PS to 180 
PS, and four new diesel engines ranging from 115 PS to 240 
PS. All EU6-compliant, they are more powerful and more fu¬ 
el-efficient than the comparable EU5 engines of the previous 
model. The diesel engines feature SCR catalytic converter 
technology, using the now familiar AdBlue additive. 

As order books open, the high-volume diesel will be 
available as a 2.0 TDI 150 PS with 4MOTION all-wheel drive 
and a seven-speed dual clutch gearbox (DSG) or six-speed 
manual transmission; or with front-wheel drive and a manual 
gearbox. In addition the 2.0 TSI with 180 PS, 4MOTION and 
DSG is also on offer from today. These engines are expect¬ 
ed to account for around three quarters of UK sales. Extend¬ 
ed engine, drive and gearbox options will be available in two 
further order waves which open on May 5 and June 2. 

The first wave of engines in the UK offer 0-62 mph times 
of between 7.7 seconds (2.0 TS1180 PS) to 9.3 seconds (2.0 
TD1150 PS), with top speeds, where legal, ranging from 129 
mph to 124 mph. For the first wave of engines, C02 emis¬ 
sions are calculated at between 125 g/km (2.0 TDI 150 PS 
front-wheel drive with six-speed manual gearbox), to 170 g/ 
km (2.0 TSI 180 PS 4MOTION with seven-speed DSG). 

Fuel economy for the launch engines, on the official EU 
combined cycle, ranges from 58.9 mpg (2.0 TDI 150 PS 
front wheel drive six-speed manual) to 38.2mpg (2.0 TS1180 
PS 4MOTION with seven-speed DSG). 

There’s a raft of active and passive safety measures de¬ 
livered by virtue of the use of the MQB platform. Front assist 
with city emergency braking and pedestrian monitoring; ac¬ 
tive bonnet; automatic post-collision braking and lane assist 
are fitted as standard (in Europe). 

The new range is expected to be priced from around 
£22,500 when all versions are available, and deliveries of 
the first customer cars are expected this summer. 





Our Low Mileage Selection 

I [13 B-Max 1.4 Zetec Ink Blue Only 4000 Miles 
11 Meriva 1.7 CDTI Exc Auto Silver Only 6000 Miles 

62 Corsa 1.4 SE Auto Blue Only 7000 Miles 

63 208 1.0 Access+ Brown Only 7000 Miles 

14 Hyundai 110 1.2 Premium Silver Only 7000 Miles 

62 VW Polo 1.4 Match 3dr Auto Black Only 10000 Miles 

13 Jazz 1.4 V-Tec EX Grey Only 12000 Miles 

13 Note 1.4 N-Tec+ Blue Only 12000 Miles 

13 Kia Venga 1.4 E2 Red Only 13000 Miles 

62 Meriva 1.4 SE Grey Only 14000 Miles 

62 B Max 1.6 Zetec Auto Gold Only 14000 Miles 

62 Note 1.6 N-Tec+ Blue Only 17000 Miles 

62 Micra 1.2 Acenta Auto Red Only 17000 Miles 

13 C3 1.4 HDI VTR+ Silver Only 17000 Miles 

13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Titanium Bronze Only 18000 Miles 

62 Aqila 1.2 SE Green Only 18000 Miles 

Citroen 


£9,495 

£6,995 

£7,995 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£8,995 

£8,995 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£7,495 

£8,295 

£7,495 

£6,995 

£7,291 

£10,991 

£5,995 


ID 

1 ) 


60 C3 1.4 HDI Grey 43k 

62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDI Edition Silver 20k 
62 C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi Edition Grey 29k 
13 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Grey 26k 
59 C4 G Picas 1.6 HDI VTR+ Grey 72k 
13 Berlingo 1.6 HDI VTR EGS6 Blue 25k 
Ford 

09 Fiesta 1.25 Style 3dr Gold 36k 
57 Fiesta 1.25 Zetec Cli 3dr Black 

61 Focus 1.6 TDCI Zetec Blue 24k 
08 Focus 2.0 TDCI Coupe Cab Red 
13 C-Max 1.6 TDCI Zetec Red 42k 


£4,995 

£9,995 

£8,995 

£10,495 

£5,995 

£8,495 

£4,795 

£2,495 

£8,495 

£3,795 

£8,795 


Nissan 

56 Note 1.6 SE Auto Black 48k £3,795 

62 Juke 1.5 DCI Acenta Black 29k £9,995 

07 X-Trail 2.2 DCI Aventura Blue £4,995 

Peugeot 

08 207 1.4 VTI S SW Est Blue 47k £3,495 

13 Partner 1.6 HDI Outdoor Blue 27k £8,495 

61 3008 1.6 HDI Sport EGC Grey 34k £7,995 

Seat 

62 Seat Ibiza 1.2 SE TSI Est Auto Blue 29k £7,495 

13 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI FR Speed Blue 59k £6,995 

12 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI CR SE Copa DSG White 40k £8,495 


Vauxhall 

62 Astra 1.7 GTC CDTI SRI Black 25k 
09 Astra 1.8 Design Auto Silver 69k 

Others 

11 Chevrolet Cruze 1.8 LTZ Silver 21 k 
62 Chevrolet Orlando 1.8 LS Grey 27k 

12 Chevrolet Orlando 2.0 VCDI LS White 38k 

12 Hyundai 130 1.6 Active Auto White 22k 
56 Jaguar S-Type 2.7 Diesel Auto Black 88k 

13 Kia Venga 2 1.6 Auto Blue 28k 

56 Mini Cooper 1.6 White 83k 

57 Renault Kangoo 1.6 Authen Auto Grey With Ramp 3k 
11 Renault Megane 1.5 DCI Expression Blue 27k 

60 Smart Fortwo 0.8 CDI Passion Auto Red 25k 
07 Suzuki Swift 1.3 GL Red 
07 Toyota Corolla Verso 2.2 D-4D TSpirit 
62 Volvo XC 60 R Design AWD White 24k 


\ 


£9,795 

£3,495 

£5,495 

£7,495 

£7,995 

£7,995 

£4,995 

£7,495 

£3,995 

£4,495 

£6,995 

£4,295 

£2,495 

£4,295 

£22,995 


Only 500 Yards From Merry Hill Shopping Centre: 





All Retail Cars include a 
RAC Warranty with 
Breakdown and Recovery 


Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 

Rac ^ 1 ^ 



All Motability Vehicles it e: 

* One Owner From New 

* Full Main Dealer Service riistory 

* Guaranteed Low Mileage 

* 1-3 Years Old 

* 1200 Cars Available Online 


Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park,Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 75097 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: 11 -4 
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Blinds 4 Less 

Choose From a fantastic range! 
-Pleated -Venetians 
-Romans -Curtains 
-Verticals -Awnings 
-Rollers -Shutters 
New range of Chainless Verticals 
and Night and Day Rollers 
Give us a try before you buy! 
Contact us on 
01384 886162 
and 07989 588728 

Blinds4lessdirect.com 


C ETHERIDGE 

BUILDING SERVICES 

• Extensions 

• Alterations 

• Roofing Over35yrs 

• Landscaping exnerience 

• Block paving experience 

• General property 
maintenance. 

For a FREE quote call Chris 

01384 635627 
07989 738732 


Building and Landscaping 


J^ POLLO 




C.L. 


APOLLO G.C.L Are accredited with both Construction Line 
and CHAS. With a client satisfaction rating of 9.8 and a 
client base which includes Amazon UK and Broxap. 

We always strive to deliver customer satisfaction. 

So, call us for a free estimate if you require, groundworks, 
drainage, blockwork, brickwork, housing or office 
extensions, internal refurbishment or landscaping. 


0800 043 4455 




Decorating 


A.S. 

Painter & Decorator 

Interior & Exterior 
FREE ESTIMATES 

^CleanljB S^J 

Assured 

Call: V 
07730 
477564 


DECOR 

Do You Need A Plasterer, 


TELEPHONE FRED FOR A RELIABLE 
AND PROFESSIONAL SERVICE 

Fully insured 

Free quotes and advice on: 

07904 441412 DAYTIME 
01384 572371 AFTER 6PM 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured M 

O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


Local 

Specialists. 





Double Glazing 


MISTY UNITS 
REPLACED 

Buy Direct from the manufacturer. Est. 1999 


Reduce heat loss by up to 75% 


Also upgrade your existing double glazed units 
to Pilkington Energikare, it will help to reduce the 
amount of heat lost through your windows by up 
to 75%, lock, handles, hinges. 


WITH A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE 
AND FITTING SERVICE AVAILABLE 


Delph Glazed Units 

Unit 32 Delph Rd Ind Est (by the tank), Brierley Hill DY5 2UA 
Visit our new website 
r C www.delphglazedunits.co.uk 

BSEN1279 Telephone: 01384 573 074 


Double Glazing 


MistedMedUjM 

Contact US for a FBFF quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of VSTll 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 



'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 

Si ZnesuiM, eJJfidesvt iampuII&luA, R) R) 
® W tUcU <aao*lI cait the. ea/UA S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

m 01384 566100 

www.blackcountryglazing.com 

qat.tss [fensaJ jjk 


Driveways 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Yean Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



Driveways & Patios 


Ttant Driveway* 4 

Mi* 


• FENCING 

• TURFING 

• LANDSCAPING 1 • — 

• BLOCK PAVING 

• TARMACADAM “““ 

• DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 

• AGGREGATES AND CHIPPINGS 

• HIGH PRESSURE CLEANING 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 

Tel:01384 466 950 
Mob: 07708 332 005 


www.trentlandscapes.co.uk 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 



Mini Digger & 

Driver available 

Checka ade.comKSfl 
01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


MBfJelectric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality mtm 

local service call: I 


mbelectric. co.uk\ 




Electricians 


BRADLEY 
ELECTRICAL & 
MAINTENANCE 

Est 1987 

All electrical work undertaken 
Fully qualified & insured 
Installation Condition Reports 
No job too small 

7k FREE ESTIMATES 7k 

Electrical Safety 
Register .. 

+— 

Call Paul 01384 344589 or 
07812 435833 
www.bradleyelectrical.net 


IS QUALITY ELECTRICAL SERVICES LTD 


Fuseboard upgrades / complete rewires / security alarms and lighting 
/ fault finding and repairs / shower replacements and more 

. Domestic / Industrial / Commercial work undertaken 

x Free quotations available Over 20 years’ experience 


Contact now: 

0121 531 6884/07753 393562 A 

www.jsqualityelectrical.co.uk ^ 
j.selectricalservices@hotmail.co.uk ^ 


Spring * 
Deals now 
on - call 
for more 
information 


CERTIFICATIONS CAN BE FOUND ON OUR WEBSITE 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


All Domestic 
Electrical work 
including Alarms 
N.I.C.E.I.C. 
Registered 


Call Ron on: 

07773 645854 
or 01384 422182 


Roberts 

Guttering 

Services 

20% Discount 

Local Specialists 
Dry Verge Units Fitted 
For All aspects of 
cleaning & repair call 
Robert for a 
FREE quote on 
07767869792 
We Fit UP VC 
Soffits & Fascias 


Fencing 


Fencing & Gates 


ft 


All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Stove on 


01381242891 or 07970 300586 


Gardening 


DWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


*Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing *Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 



LINDOPS 

LANDSCAPES 

All Landscape Work Undertaken 
No Job Too Small or Too Big 
FREE QUOTATIONS 
All aspects of Tree Surgery, 
Block Paving, Fencing, etc 
Est. 25 Years 

Ex. Botanical Gardener 

0121-421 2858 
07583 - 748872 





mmememsm 


IMjisMMjDQCs] 33 y/ssm 

Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 


www.ragardenservices.net 




Helping Hands 

GARDENING 

SERVICES 

REGULAR LAWN CUTTING 

Pruning, cutting back etc. 

Plus hedges, lawns, jet washing 
and general garden work 
Full Professional Service 
For Free Quote Call Paul On 

01384 828697 
07906 047351 ^ 


PETROL MOWERS/ 
STRIMMERS SERVICES 
FROM £50 

RELIABLE AND 
EXPERIENCED GARDENER 

Looking for full / part time work 
References Available 
No job too small, Give me a call 
PRH GARDEN & MAINTENANCE 
Call Peter 

07746 195172 
01384 821105 


Groundwork 


Bishop & Son 

• Digger and Driver Hirel 

• Experts in ground clearance 

• Drives, drainage & footings 

ii_; 

01 38M7 32043 
07736548877 
J bmrm islio otmail.co.uk 


r m 



To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers... 

D 

Call us on... ^ 

01384 399901 \ 

_ 

E-mail us at... ^ 

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk J 

B 

Post to... ^ 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chrenide 1 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY81AB 

















































































































We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 
AEG on 01384 848439 
or 

Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 



Greenfab Pest Control 


Wasps I Ants 
Fleas Bedbugs 
Flies Rats/mice 
I Free quotations 
1 B.P.C.A. accredited 


COVERING ALL AREAS OF 
DUDLEY & STOURBRIDGE 


Tel: 01384 829115 
Freephone -0800 953 0093 

Mobile: 07913 355290 

www.greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 

Email: 

sales@greenlabpestcontrol.co.uk 




KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 


For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


07538 718264 



Property Maintenance 



★ Interior/Exterior Painting And Decorating 

★ All Aspects Of Plastering And Rendering 

★ Fascias, Soffits & Guttering ★ New Fibreglass Roofs 
★ Roof Repairs & Re-pointing ★ Pressure washing 
★ Plus Much More.... 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 

01384 213644 or 07733 2 26568 


AGE CONCERN & LOCAL AUTHORITY CONTRACTOR, CITY & GUILD QUALIFIED, 
PUBLIC LIABILITY INSURANCE (£5 MILLION) ALL STAFF C.R.B. CERTIFIED 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Roofing 


P J LEE and SONS 

Building and Roofing Specialists 
All types of roofwork 

• Gutters * Roof Tiles * Chimney Work 

• Repointing * Slates Replaced * uPVC Fascias 

• Verges • Ridge Tiles • Complete Roofs 

f FREE ESTIMATES ) 

CALL TODAY 

01384 423625 or 07769 667 248 



Quality 

uPVC • Fascias • Soffits • Guttering 
• Tile Edging • Roofing 

Also 


CONCRETE GUTTERING 






All work 


guaranteed 

r* 4T# S 

with HomePro 

Insurance 


Registered witn 

* 

Membership 

HomePro 

»»«r<nc« 

No. 554518 



Specialist removal 
Replacing with 
Modern low maintenance 
Upvc Fascias and Soffits 

No Free 
Gimmicks 
Family 
Business 

Local 

References 
if required 

Giving homeowners peace of mind 
ALWAYS FREE ADVICE 
AND QUOTATION 

Freephone 
0800 799 9413 

to speak to Mark 

123 Amblecote Road, Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands DY5 2YD 


BUCK COUNTRY ROOFING 


3rd Generation Roofer 
20 Years Experience 
/ Small Repairs 
/ Gutters Cleared 
No Money Upfront 
Fibreglass Flat 
Roof Fitters 


CALL ON 07553 873075 / 01384 671988 

FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE 



Skip Hire 



All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than 
A phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 


07920 88 57 74 or 01384 24 09 56 


RUBBERTECH ROOFING 

FASCIAS, SOFFITS, 
DOWNPIPES 
SUPPLIED AND 
FITTED 

£750 

ALSO ALL ASPECTS 
OF ROOFING EDMP 
ROOFING 
ENQUIRIES AND FREE QUOTES 

0800 696 5468 


MATHEMATICS 

Finding Maths difficult? 

Increase confidence and improve 
skills with a qualified,experienced 
specialist Maths teacher. 
Primary,Secondary and Adult 
learners welcome. 

New Curriculum incorporated. 
Numeracy prep for professional 
entrance assessments. 

No fee for initial consultation. 

Telephone 07712 427936 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



Home: 1 
Mobile: 

1384 872276 
07584 081228 

EllililiEl 

fjEflSTiTcs 



•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07885 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



To advertise your business and reach more than 56,000 potential customers... 

10 

Call us on... 

01384 399901 M 

0 

E-mail us at... 

sue.jones@expressandstar.co.uk M 

0 

Post to... ^ 

Sue Jones, Stourbridge Chronide I 

3 Market Street, Stourbridge DY81AB A 
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Classiliedflds 

LO I 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


▼ Index 


1 

1 

1 

(a 

1 

5 

I 

1 


Family 


Leisure Time 


Home & Services 


Pets & Animals 


Business & Farming 


Property 


Motoring 


Local Information 


Personals 


v 


FreeAds 


IT'S 

free: 

IT'S 

Ens^r 

For items up to £250 

VISIT: 

bookanad.expressandsfar.co.uk 

Simply press the free ad icon. 
Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


- 

Place a paid for advert 

© 

L 1 

By Phone 01902 317878 

8.30am - 5.30pm Mon - Fri. 

Closed Sat/Sun and Bank Holidays 


L 

1 

Online 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 

-- 

"N 


In person 


At your local Express & Star Office. 
Cancel/amend, call before 3.00pm 
Monday - Friday for the next day’s 
advertisement or also before 3.00pm 
Friday for Monday’s advertisement. 


funeral directors 


Classified 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 



A TRADITION 


We are very pleased 
with the service 
offered by the 
Express & Star. 
Our business and 
advertising needs 
are always well met. 

Wombourne 
Funeral Directors. 


01902 319 191 


Brought to you by Express & Star 


J.T. 

BROOKES 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Brierley Hill 0138477098 
Kingswinford 01384 296683 
Hagley 01562 888041 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


Wombourne 

Funeral Services 
Funeral Directors & 
Monumental Masons 


I Pre-paid plans. 24hr call-out 
Private Chapels of Rest 


Wombourne 01902 892635 
Perton 01902 756830 
Kinver 01384 873499 
Wall Heath 01384 274222 
wombournefuneralservices.co.uk 


lost & found 


LOST—Set of keys, near Severn 
Valley Railway Station, Wednes¬ 
day, 20 April. Please call 07970 
417505. 


religious notices 


christadelphian 


BIBLE ANSWERS TO TODAY’S 
PROBLEMS Suffering and 
poverty. May 8, at 6pm, The Com¬ 
munity Centre, High Street, 
Kingswinford, Or write to The 
Dawn (ref:KCE) 5 Station Road, 
Carlton, Notts. NG4 3AT for free 
information pack or ring 01384 
886544 for recorded message. 


Family 


MOBILITY SCOOTER superb con¬ 
dition, dismatles to fit into small car. 
£300.01384 894605. 

RISE AND RECLINE ARMCHAIR, 
electric, top quality, waterfall back, 
as new, £295. Can deliver. 

Telephone 01902 341611. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 


Free 


IT’S FREE, IT’S EASY 

For items upto £250. 
Online at 

bookanad. 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Leisure 

Time 


ASHWOOD CAR BOOT Sundays 
from 6am. By Roberts Farm Shop 
on A449, DY6 0AA. 07710 644908. 
www.ashwoodcarboot.co.uk 


ABBEY LINCOLN 2 berth carvan, 
very good condition. £850 ono. 
07880 673491. 


ACE PRESTEIGNE 

4 berth, 2004, end bathroom, 
seperate toilet and shower, 
sunroof, oven, all mod cons with 
extras, full size awning 
Immaculate condition. 
£3,950, 

07759 205730. 


CARAVAN FULL AWNING Fits a 
390 van, used twice, other items 
available. £300. 01384 894605. 


STATIC CARAVAN 

35 x 12ft, with decking, on 
private plot on quiet site in Mid 
Wales, 2 fishing pools, 20 
minutes to nearest coast, 
ground rent included for 2016. 
£6,500 ono. 

07555 303350. 


1ST TO SEE 
WILL BUY 


SWIFT CONQUERER 590 
LUX 

Twin axle, 5-berth, 1999, 
Not been used for 8 years, 
stored inside. Hence outstand¬ 
ing condition. No dents etc. 
Can be used with permanent 
double bedroom. 
Comes with everything 
including full size awning. 
Only selling due to long term 
illness. 

£3,750 ono. 

01562 823656 or 07572 



caravan sales 


LET US SELL YOUR CARAVAN for 

you and achieve the best possible 
orice. Seven Valley Leisure, Stour- 
’ ' 3 DY8 4HP. 01384 390183 



ANTIQUES AND COLLECTORS 

Fair Shenstone Village Hall, Barns 
Road, Shenstone, Lichfield, 
WS14 0LT. 10am-3pm£1 entrance 
07947271947 


markets 


STOURBRIDGE 
CAR BOOT 

At Stourbridge 
Rugby Club 
Open every Wednesday 
from 18th May 

07957 399964 


Home & 
Services 


G-PLAN large three piece suite, 
meadow design. £450. Will split 
settee from chairs if wanted. Very 
good condition.0798 5583006. 

JOHN LEWIS headboard, 4ft 6, light 


LEATHER THREE Piece suite, dark 
good condition, £250. 

J2 651169. 

SINGLE BED With two sets of duvet 
covers, 1 set of sheet toppers, must 
collect, £25. 07580 912994 


green, got 
019021 


A BAG bargain muck, compost, soil. 
Tettenhall Horse Sanctuary, Jenny 
Walker Lane, Perton, WV6 7HB. 
07799 705142. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

FRIDGE FREEZER: Excellent 
condition. £85. 

Telephone 07493 919511 
JANOME OVERLOCKER Sewing 
Machine, unused with instruction 
DVD, still boxed, cost £199, accept 
£150. 07958 324222. 


All gold 9ct up to £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
HOUSE CLEARANCES 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


A ABSOLUTELY BEST price given 
for single items or houses cleared. 
Antique, old, reproduction. Call: 
01384 482155 or 07802 475693. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 


FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby / Bachmann / Bowmans 
/ Roundhouse / Graham / Farsh 
/ any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 
thetrainmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 


W 

A BEST CASH PRICE PAID 
FOR DIE CAST CARS/ 
LORRIES / TOY SOLDIERS 

Air fix, Britains, Corgi, Dinky, 
Spot on, Tri-ang. 

Best prices paid. 

Any condition. 
Collections bought. 
Telephone 01922 327897 
or 07976 691563. 


AUTO MEMORABILIA 
WANTED 

Garage signs, pumps, 
enamelled, Esso, Shell, Texaco 
etc and anything else related. 
Oil cans /jugs. 

Also classic Ford cars, bikes 
and parts and American 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid. 

01384 836219/07891 713547. 


COMPRESSOR AND PNEUMATIC 

Nail guns required, also generator 
and pump truck, must be in good 
order, cash waiting. 07561 165078. 
READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 




NIKKOR ED AF 600mil F4 Lense, 
£1,950 and a Nikkor AF S DX Zoom 
ED 12-24mil F4 Lense. £450. 
07812 739177 / 01922 611002. 



AERIAL & TV SPECIALISTS: FREE 

Estimates on any TV Repairs, 
Plasma, LCD, 3D, LED, Projection. 
All areas covered 8 till late. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 



aerials 



aXMEtEggE 

am 


VISA | 




alarms/security 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 




building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts offered. 

01902 579592 / 07837 994465 


carpet & upholstery 
V_ cleaning _ 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

OAP discount. Recession Prices. 
Unbeatable Value: Rooms cleaned from £10 

Call Paul 07870 341089 


A BRILL CLEAN for your Carpets & 
Suite. O.A.P Discounts. Best 
Prices. Call Steve 07496 922324. 


double glazing 


ATS DOUBLE GLAZING UPVC 
back doors from £299, front doors 
from £389 fitted. 01922 442720. 


driveways/patio 

cleaning 


Block Paving 




idnndUdudin tubiuru, 

crete-print cleaning/reseal. 

3 m i: 




11902 742222 / 07590 389991 

FREE QUOTES 


electrical 
y services 


STEVE JONES ELECTRICAL 

Rewires/sockets/fuse boards etc. 
All domestic and commercial work. 
07786 858977/01902 846167. 


c 


external rendering/ 
insulation 


QUICK RESPONSE RENDERING 

Professional, Reliable Service. 
Call Stuart anytime: 01902 324727. 


fencing 


kPORTwny 

"fencing 


SPECIAL OFFER 

10 bays of quality fencing, O/LQC 
concrete posts, gravel boards 10 v J 


Heavy duty panels supplied and fitted. 

6x6 H/D Treated panels £15.95 
6x5 Feather edge panels £18.95 
8 foot concrete posts £8.95 
12 inch x 6 foot gravel boards £7.95 


0121 531 5250 / 07866 137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm 
Sat 8am- 12noon 
83 P< 


Portway Rd, W'bury 


/'DELIVERY^ 

\AVAILABLE^ 


Fentina 

Professional Fence Fillers & Gardeners \ 

Established 2001 

We are fully insured 
NPTC qualified ana all work comes 
with a 12 month warranty. 

SPECIAL RATES 

available to senior citizens. 

No job too small. 

BIG SPRING DISCOUNT 
NOW AVAILABLE 



01384 620 072 
07908 478 962 


gardening 

services 



gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to carry out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


house clearances 


A ABSOLUTE BEST 
CASH PRICE PAID 

for house clearances and bereavements. 
Shops, Schools and Commercial clearances 
Also removals undertaken. 

All rubbish removed. Carriers licence held 
07852 172641 / 07710 360327 


ABSOLUTELY 

ANYTHING 

CLEARED 

FULL OR PART 
GARAGES / SHEDS, 
RUBBISH REMOVED 
WASTE LICENCE 

01384 486456 / 
07711661135 


painters / 
decorators 


LOVE 2 WALLPAPER 

Reliable & Friendly, Professional 
Female Painter and Decorator 

Wallpaper is my speciality, competitive prices. 
For the Perfect Finish with minimum hassle. 
Plastering & Coving Work Undertaken 

01384 287577 or 07812 484194 


removals 


A & MCHEAP 
REMOVALS 

Local 

Careful Firm 
Full or Part loads 

Call Don: 
07749 941319 


your 

Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 

CALL IAN. Man with a large van. 
No job too small, no distance too 
far. 07973 628534, 01902 891535. 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances, large/small. 
01902 741546, 07899 635852. 


A1 KINGSWINFORD 

REMOVALS & HOUSE 
CLEARANCES 

Single items, 

Full houses, Offices etc 

Recession rates, 
FREE QUOTES 

We take the stress away 

40 years experience 

07966 281957 


Stourbridge 

Removals 


Cv 


20+ YEARS EXP 
Home, Office, 

Part loads, landlord 
clean & repair service. 

House clearances. 
Quality service guaranteed 
lowest rates 

C Call John - 07802 876 876 
office - 01562 640 640 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 


skip hire 


BIG JOHN MOVES RUBBISH! 

No Skips, we load, fast friendly 
service, 25 Lister Rd, Dudley DY2 
8JR, Est 35 years, 01384 232359. 


Pets & 
Animals 


ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 


NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


AIR RIFLES, SHOT GUNS, Antique 
guns, taxidermy- big 


traps etc wanted. 079C 


GREYHOUNDS MAKE 
WONDERFUL PETS 

All neutered, innoculated 
and microchipped. 

Call 01922 412212 or 
www.rgtwolverhampton.co.uk 
y RGT Wolverhampton 
@RGTWolves 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland News 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 


BUDGIES £10. Rabbit, £10. 
Telephone for details. 

07547 830512. 

JEFFRY’S DOG WALKING/sitting 

service. W-ton. Fully insured/reg. 
Senior Citizen rates. 07974 913703 

































































































































































































Class ifed Ads 


KIND HOMES WANTED 
NEWTON 4yr Jack Russell, 
friendly, lovely little boy, seeks 
quiet home 

MOLLY Collie X Lab 3yrs, very 
sweet, good with children/dogs 
COCO 9 yr old lab x collie, good 
with childrens (mollies Mom) 
ROXY 4yr dog de bordeux, 
friendly lovely nature 
BERRY 3yr cocker spaniel boy, 
baby forces rehoming 
BELLA Big fluffy golden 
coloured girl, gentle/lovable 
PIP 1 yr border Collie, 
black/white, nice lad 
Telephone 01588 676106 
other dogs available 
www.dogsamaritans.org.uk 


RETIRING BREEDER 

Offering for adoption young 
cats, neutered, vaccinated ana 
microchipped, ragdolls and 
ragamuffins, £100 and £150. 
Prefer older persons. 
House Cats only. 

01902 894458/07436 002565. 


ROSEDENE RESCUE 
CENTRE 

1, Radley Road, Rushall, 
Walsall. WS4 1LN. 

01922 627013. 

Open Monday to Saturday 
11am -5pm. 

Sundays - Bank Holidays 
11am -4pm. 

Takes in relinquished dogs from 
owners, all areas (if they are vet 
checked/up to date with jabs.) 

Donations of dog food, toys, 
bedding and vet bills always 
appreciated. 

WE ARE ALSO NOW 
AVAILABLE FOR PET 
TAXI’S 

(No booking necessary). 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 



MODERN SECURE UNITto let, 
approx 1,200 sq ft, Cradley Heath, 
rent negotiable. 07585 124202. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 




A TWO BED FLAT off Compton Rd, 
CH, DG. Off road parking, £115.50 
pw 01902 340073 / 07770 660636. 

NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 


DUDLEY Furnished bed sitter with 
own separate kitchen/bath. £87pw. 
Suit mature DSS. 07550 002549. 

PENN 1 bed self contained flats, 
refurbished, CH, DG, no deposit, 
from £70pw. 07900 156313. 




PROPERTIES 

WANTED 


✓ Any area 
✓ Any circumstances 
✓ Any condition 


Direct Sale No Chains No Stress 
Fast CASH completion 
Call Jack on 07507 865668 


A LOCAL BUYER pays full market 
value and more for your property. 
Call Rick 07729 297901 


(every TlMElj 


WE PAY 100% of purchase price 


We buy any house 


BLACK 

COUNTRY 

HOMES 


• FAMILY BUSINESS 

• FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE 


• COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• NO FEES/FREE SOLICITORS 


www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


VAUXHALL CORSA, 1 litre, MoT, 
CD player, electric windows, very 
good condition, £800 ono. 

01384 251328 or 07972169554. 



BLACK 


IT WORKS 




COUNTRY 

HOMES 


We have been advertising in the Express & Star and Chronicles 
for over 20 years and consider it a key part of our business with 
the regular flow of calls, which our advertising generates. 


Black Country Homes 


FOR GREAT BUSINESS RESULTS CALL Broughttoyouby 

01902 319 191 Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 

Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 


Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 


Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



HGV CLASS 1 DRIVER very experi¬ 
enced, seeks any work, any class, 
CPC etc, anything considered. 
01922 512935. 

ACCOUNTS 
OFFICE CLERK 

for busy lawnmower company 
in Stourbridge 
20 hrs per week 
Experienced in Sage Line 
50, Excel & Word & Till 
Reconciliation 
Sales & Purchase Ledger 
General office admin and 
good interpersonal skills 

01384 443499 

mornings 




Motoring 




PEUGEOT 207 CC Sport convert¬ 
ible, 1.6 petrol, 88,000 miles fsh, 
MoT July 16, very good condition, 
£1,995. Call 07831 325174. 

RENAULT KANGOO, 2002, 52,500 
miles, green, MoT, 5 doors, auto, 
1.4, rear wheelchair access with 
winch, £2,500 ono. 07715 010771. 

VOLVO C70 Collection 04, 2.0 Auto, 
50,000 miles, FSH, full MoT, metal¬ 
lic black, £2,250. 01902 661513. 
07831 277719. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 


FORD FIESTA Finesse 1.3, S reg., 
50K, 5-dr, full MoT, Sunroof, stereo, 
blue, PAS, one previous owner, 
reliable, £385. 07964 350386. 

FORD FIESTA ZETEC 1368CC, 
2004, 53,000 miles, fsh, 3 door, 
silver, abs, electric windows, air 
con, long MoT, alloys, CD, very 
good condition, £1,099. 

07879 403302. 

FORD MONDEO ZETEC DIESEL 

5dr, 2.0 TDCi 130, 04, 117k miles, 
fsh, silver, MoT March, new clutch, 
immaculate £795. 07939 498854. 

HONDA JAZZ SE Green, 03 plate, 
5-dr hatchback, 1339cc, MoT 
August, 85,000 iles, reluctant sale 
£850.01902 675426. 

JAGUAR X-TYPE 2.0, V6, black, 
leather interior, long MoT, low 
miles, £550 ono. 01384 829549. 

MG ROVER ZS 1.8, 03, 90k, full 
MoT, silver, 2 owners, SH, good 
condition. PAS. £495. 

01902 700617 / 07837 460085. 

NISSAN ALMERA GX 1999, almost 
new clutch, drive shafts, exhaust, 
MoT due 9.5.16. Offers. 

01384 379393. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.0. S reg., 88,000 
miles, 1 owner last 12 years. 
12 months MoT. £400. o.n.o. 

Telephone 01902 738257. 

PEUGEOT 206 1.4SE, 2005, petrol, 
3dr, careful lady owner, part service 
history. MoT Aug. Very low miles: 
53k. £1,195 ono. 07890 474052. 

PEUGEOT 307 1.6 petrol, SE, 06, 
black, 76,000 miles, very clean 
in/out, EW, AC, full MoT, 1 former 
keeper, £1,350. 07838 897643. 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.4 SXi, 08 reg, 
MoT Feb 17, silver, new brakes, 
shocks, reliable, bargain, £1,450. 
07813 500297. 

VAUXHALL CORSA Life, 998cc, 3- 
dr, 54 reg, red, 73k, with service 
history, MoT, lady owner, excellent 
condition, £995. 07399 675758. 

VAUXHALL CORSA SXi, 16V 
hatchback, 53, silver, 9 months 
MoT, two owners from new, £750 
ono. 01384 234073/07710 281469. 



MORRIS MINOR Traveller, 1965, 
runs well in very good condition, 
£6,995. 01746 218519 or 07977 
481574. 

WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 



LDV CUB white, X reg, 67k miles, full 
MoT, new clutch, water pump and 
tyres, very good runner, used daily, 
£695 ono. 07961 669911. 


\^W\ Homer’s" 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
ADI/PDI REQUIRED. Gift vouchers available for £10 


07432 458100/01562 870050 
01384 234954 / 0121 5640090 
01902 580065 www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


IVICB 

TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 
VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

lOOO’s of parts 
available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD. WV1 2TZ 


A BETTER PRICE 

for scrap or damaged cars and 
commercials. Spares for sale. 

NINE LOCKS VEHICLE 
DISMANTLERS LTD 
Brierley Hill 01384 76566 or 
70553. Evenings 75397. 
DY5 3JZ. 



accessories & ^ 
services 


REGISTRATION PLATE Number. 
UHT 800 for sale £450. Assignment 
free £80 paid, included in price. 
01902 831158. 


clutches / brakes^ 

i / gearboxes 

A CLUTCH 
CHANGE 
MOBILE 


CITROEN C5 2.0 HDi, diesel Estate, 
blue, full Citroen service history, 
110k, long MoT, alloys, 2 keys, 
drives well, £1,895. 07831 609261 

HONDA JAZZ 1.4 AUTO 2008, 
silver, low mileage, full Service 
history, £4,500 ono. 

01902 425866. 

KIA PICANTO 1.0 August 2009, 1 
owner, 26,000 miles, MoT, black, 4- 
dr. £1,750 ono. 

01384 827709. 

NISSAN MICRA 1.0, 2003, 30k 
miles, silver full MoT, FSH, 12 
service stamps owned by elderley 
man excellent condition, £1,600 
07821 622927. 


RENAULT MEGANE SCENIC 
AUTOMATIC 1.6, 

2001, black, 5 door, 
79,000 miles, 10 months MoT, 
FSH, E/W, A/C, 

Good condition. 

£750 ono. 
07804163111. 


TOYOTA AVENSIS 
1.8VVTi GS 

2002, 90k miles, new engine 
fitted at 46k miles by Toyota 
main dealer, many new parts, 
all receipts & invoices kept, 
MoT, FSH. £600 ono 
07803 615741. 


TOYOTA AVENSIS, 2005, 164k, 
silver/olive, fsh, MoT, diesel, alloys, 
CD, cambelt at 150k, good condi¬ 
tion. £795 ono. 07405 196046. 


30 yn experience 

ALL AREAS COVERED 

Call ISok 
01384 251328 or 
07972 169554 anytime 

For Example: 

Citroen Cl, C2, C3 
Hyundai 110 
Toyota Yaris 
Clios & Micras 
Ring for quotes on 
others! 



alan reed cars 


Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, 01902 597035. 


S3 


Local 

Information 



LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 


or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 




HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 



BRITISH INDIAN MAN 

Would like to meet female for 
nights in and out, who likes 
travelling and going to pubs and 
clubs. 

Box Number P20333 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, 

WV1 1ES. 



PETITE LADY WIDOW 

I am in my early 80’s and would 
like to meet gentleman similar 
age to spend time with for 
company, friendship and to go 
out together. 

I have a bungalow in 
Wombourne area. 
Wombourne, Wolverhampton, 
Kingswinford and Stourbridge 
areas. 

Box Number P20335 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


If- 

SINGLE MAN 
SEMI RETIRED 

Would like to meet nice slim 
lady 40-64, likes countryside, 
evenings, holidays etc. 

Box Number P20334, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


WIDOWER 

Own house and car, loves 
music and dancing, holidays in 
UK and abroad. 

Would like a relationship with 
lady with similar interests, aged 
60 to early 70’s. I have a lot of 
love to give to the right lady. 

Box Number P20336, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


37 


For more information or for brochures 
contact the Express & Star Promotions Team 

01902 319999 
Mon to Fri, 9am-5pm 
www.starreadertravel.com 



London Theatre 


Omega Holidays offer a superb portfolio of theatre breaks, managing the 
whole show package which includes travel, either by coach or rail, four-star 
accommodation and various price bands for each show. Make your own way 
breaks are also available to book. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night Theatre from £169 95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. 
There’s a selection of London hotels to choose from (supplements may apply) and rail 
travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Departs Saturday from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on Sunday. 

The ticket is for the Saturday evening. 


Rail inclusive breaks - Three days 

Theatre Showstopper from £239 95 

This popular package to the West End departs from Birmingham New Street, 
Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton on the Friday returning on Sunday. 

Standard class travel is included with the option to upgrade, plus two nights stay at a 
four-star London hotel (supplements may apply). 

Includes a top priced ticket for a Friday evening performance. 


Coach inclusive breaks - Two days 

Saturday Night from £149 95 

Theatre Weekend with Dinner from £159 95 

Both breaks include a standard priced theatre ticket (option to upgrade) and an overnight 
stay in an outer London hotel. 

For the Theatre Weekend with Dinner option see the matinee performance before 
heading to the hotel for an evening meal, whereas the Saturday Night option is for the 
evening performance (meal not included). 


Price includes: 

/ Return coach travel 

/ One or two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
/ Evening meal (with certain packages) 

/ Free time in London 
/ Services of a tour driver 

/ Single rooms subject to availability (supplement applies) 
Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). Please read brochures/web pages for full description 
plus terms and conditions. Please note Star Reader Travel are unable to take bookings. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


*The “from” price and price bands vary for each show — see brochure/web page for details. 


DAYS: 2 OR 3 DEPARTS: VARIOUS DATES 
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Express & Star 


DATING 


Here’s how to use your dating service 


To Place 


your advert call: 

0844 381 5936 


and follow the simple instructions 



your ad by text 


YOUR regional dating service , run by the 
dating experts who have been established 
since 1990. REAL people in YOUR region 


Simply text followed by your first name, date 
of birth, area and your advert (max 155 characters) 
and send FREE Standard Network rates apply. 


YOU can now Date ONLINE or via your mobile just visit: 


http://dating.expressandstar.com 


£7/ r // it.. 

You’ll 
L love \t\J 


To Reply to members 

call: 

0906 500 3955 

calls cost £1.55 per min plus your 
phone company's access charge. 

Have the adverts 6-digit box no 
written down and do key-it-in 
promptly when asked. Don't forget 
to leave contact details for replies. 


To Reply 

by text: 

Text... REPLY26 (leave space) box number 
(leave space) and then enter your message & send to 
80098 eg: REPLY26 123456 hi get in touch... then 
send to 80098 Successfully received messages cost 
£1.50 per SMS received (Max 160 characters). You 
must exchange 7 messages each before you can swap 
contact details. Messages may be moderated for your 
safety and security. 



Dates in YOUR region 


n left a message? 

Pickup your replies on: 

0906 500 3957 


calls cost £1.55 per min plus 
your phone company's access 
charge. 


THE biggest UK on-line database of 17 million UK REAL users waiting to meet you., visit.. http://dating.expressandstar.com 


Single Women 


6 -73, for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 


KATIE 35yrs, slender well educated brunette 
seeks no strings mutual pleasure with gent 
40+ Must be discreet, married or single. 
ACA. Tel: 0906 515 3003 Box 419673 
CLARA, 32yr old nurse who likes cosy nights 
in with a good bottle of wine and spending 
quality times with great company, if you feel 
the same pis get in touch. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 422055 0 
KIM, 32yrs, attractive blonde lady seeks 
discreet gent for daytime distractions. ACA. 
Tel: 0906 515 3007 Box 421657 
JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 

JANE, young 41, very broadminded seeks 
chap any age for discreet no strings fun, any 
age, no time wasters ACA. Tel: No: 0906 515 
3011 Box:409715 

CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422013| 

LUCY first time advertiser, 32yrs, tall slim 
blonde airline worker, seeks discreet gent, 
any status for casual fling. Looks/age 
unimportant. Tel: 0906 515 3027 Box: 
420237 

JENNY, 48, single independent attractive 
lady, tall and leggy, sensual and looking for 
very special male friend. Only genuine callers 
pis. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422033 0 

SOPHIA young 40yrs, married but bored, 
seeks discreet adult fun, any area, all calls 
answered. Tel: 0906 515 3019 Box: 413399 
CURVY Irish female 35yrs looking for fun, 
frolics, weekends away and lots of 
excitement with reliable male, discretion 
assured. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421877 (I 

KAREN, 42yrs, attractive and broadminded, 
seeks no strings fun with chap any age, must 
be discreet. Tel: 0906 515 3039 Box: 407953 
SHARON a young 49, caring bubbly sincere 
single lady, full curvy figure, loves the coast 
and seaside, cosy meals in WLTM male with 
similar interests. Text only Mailbox: 
5444189 

EMILY, mature well educated lady, blonde 
and smart and broadminded seeks gent any 
age for no strings fun. ACA. Tel: 0906 515 
3023 Box 421375 

CHRIS, 40, blue eyed blonde single female, 
lots of interests, loves travel, beach, nights 
in/out, looking for mature sincere gent for 
possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 422013| 

ROSIE, genuine well educated, sophisticated 
lady 29yrs WLTM fun loving chap, any age for 
chats, lunch, discreet meetings. Box: 
4124710 Text only 

TALL leggy slim brunette 37, attractive and 
very much single, WLTM fun loving guy 40- 
60yrs who loves food, wine, cosy nights in or 

out. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422029 0 

JAYNE, bored housewife, 42yrs looking for 
someone to spice up her days with some fun 
and jokes. Box: 4155728 Text only 
PRETTY, very fit, young 49 year old female, 
no baggage, seeks fit, refined male, n/s, with 
young outlook, for evenings out. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421977 
CILLA, 40, tall blue eyed size 12 brunette, 
loves horses, country/beach walks, cosy 
nights in front of fire, good wine/food, WLTM 
similar male who appreciates my interests. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 422009 0 
TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613 0 

CARING honest female, WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text only 
Mailbox: 4209465 




ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 
professional male for no strings fun, attention 
and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4211270 

LOVELY lady inside and out, likes music, art, 
days out, countryside, poetry, model railways, 
socialising, DVDs, looking for a kind hearted 
gent, 52+, with a caring nature and GSOH. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421935 0 
FEMALE, 60s, young looking for my age, 
likes singing, dancing, meals in and out, | 
theatre, fun to be with. Single would like to 
meet the same. Text only Mailbox: 5448634 
CARING honest female WLTM genuine guy 
for LTR in Glos/Bristol area. Text mail box 
only. Text only Mailbox: 4209465 
MANDY divorced independent 46yrs old, 
confident, bubbly and social, looking for male 
companion to share good times and to be 
there for each other. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:421841 0 

FEMALE seeks male to wine and dine me, 
and treat me like a lady, aged between 50 
and 60. Text only Mailbox: 5444151 
BROWN eyed brummie female, smoker, likes 
music, cinema, meals out, WLTM white male 
for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 4400186 
SHARON 49, med to well built, cuddly, young 
at heart, happy .easygoing, loves the coast 
and seaside looking for honest friendly male. 
Text only Mailbox: 5444189 


ATTRACTIVE, slim woman looking for fun 
and excitement with guy 35-40 pis text. Text 
only Mailbox: 5419773 
TINA, 43, young looking attractive single 
female looking for love, with similar lonely 
heart resorting to advertising in the hope of 
finding love. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421613 0 


MANDY, 45, friendly outgoing arty female 
who loves wining/dining, looking for male to 
sweep me off my feet, take me out and make 
me feel special, reciprocation guaranteed. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421503 0 


MARGARET 39, dark hair/eyed attractive 
petite divorcee, new to area and looking to 
start a new life, WLTM child friendly male, 
single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421129 0 

ANNA, 41, new to single life seeking caring 
professional male for no strings fun, attention 
and laughter. Life is too short, lets enjoy it! 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421127 0 

HONEST sincere affectionate nurse, 48, 
OHAC, WLTM child friendly male/single dad 
for dates, chats, laughter and more. Any age. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421111 0 
SUSANNAH, 48, curvy female, romantic, 
warm and cuddly, seeks similar kind male for 
a loving relationship with lots of cuddles and 
kisses. Looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417341 0 


SALLY, 46, slim attractive feisty redhead, 
intelligent, easygoing, WLTM similar male for 
friendship and more, looks unimportant. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420475 0 
LOUISE, 47, youthful looking female looking 
for spontaneous male to put some love and 
lust back into life. Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 420445 0 
ALEXA 49 - slim, attractive, long-haired 
music loving female, with many interests 
including dining out, the arts, photography 
WLTM similar male. Text only to Mailbox 
no:5345662 

CHLOE pretty single female 36yrs, dark 
hair/eyes, slim build, very lonely and looking 
for reliable discreet male for mutual 
companionship maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420359 0 


YOUNG looking 58 year old male, looking for 
black or Polish female 23-49 years, I am 
single, white and looking for a long-term 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
419903 

MATURE male, 60, seeks female for social 
meets, kisses, cuddles and intimate sexy fun, 

ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


ATTRACTIVE, tall, dark, professional male, 
50, GSOH, easygoing, looking to meet 
someone with a GSOH, to have a laugh and 
a joke and take things from there. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421903 
SINGLE male 49, caring, romantic, 
affectionate, many interests, WLTM slim, 
busty female 25-45. Text only Mailbox: 
4362337 


SALLY 37 blonde, blue eyed, who loves life, 
music, letting my hair down, looking for 
similar flirty guy for enjoy TLC and life. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421451 0 
JESSICA 39, attractive fit/healthy blonde 
female enjoys travel, music, the Arts, gym, 
the good things in life, seeking love, laughter, 
LTR with similar male, 40-55yrs. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421563 0 


MICHELLE 39yr old nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life with 
similar romantic, caring guy. Single dad 
welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420791 0 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, GSOH, 
N/S, loves the simple things in life looking for 
similar soul mate to be happy together with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 420729 0 


a lot of get up and go for romance and fun I 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420355 0 

JACKIE lonely and looking for male 
company, 48-65. Need a bit of love and 
affection? Then I’m your girl, call me. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 418169 0 


HI I am Lorna 39yr old slim female, 5ft 5ins, 
many interests, loves music, seeking 
romantic male to enjoy special times 
together, hopefully leading to true love. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421413 0 


TIRED OF SEARCHING? ITT LOVE FIND YOU! 



JULIE, 47, blonde brown eyes, size 12, 
varied interests, loves cuddling, kissing and 
showing affection, seeks similar energetic 
male friend for TLC. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420357 0 

JANE, 47, voluptuous female, long hair, 
brown eyes, generous curves, would love to ' 
spend cosy nights in with that special male. 
Age/looks unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 417985 0 
SAMANTHA pretty brunette, very busty 36, 
intelligent, independent with a real lust for life, 
seeks big-hearted stocky male. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420599 0 
YVONNE, single mum, happy with life, but 
would like to meet someone to share fun 
times with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420269 0 

48 year old, slim, green eyed female, n/s, 
likes meals out, local theatre, live local bands, 
nights in, looking for a gentleman, 48-52, for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 


Single Men 




ROSEMARY early 50s, GSOH, likes meals 
out, travel, etc, looking for man to share these 
things with. N/S. Text only Mailbox: 
5079890 


JAYNE, 42, very pretty brunette, stylish, fun, 
loves the 60's, fine wine/restaurants, seeks 
professional gent for mutual life 
enhancement. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 421311 0 


SUE 40s female who enjoys evenings in/out 

looking for someone to have some fun and 
hopefully get close to, go on, give me a ring. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421809 0 
REBECCA tall slim elegant long legged 
romantic, sensual, professional, lots to offer, 
seeks similar male who also appreciates the 
finer things in life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421583 0 

SUE, 39, slim feminine brunette, caring, fun 
loving, independent, no ties, OHAC, loves 
cooking, WLTM willing male to get to know 
and spend quality times. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421617 0 
DONNA 42yrs young separated female who 
is ready to start dating again, bubbly, 
attractive, blonde and raring to get going, 
come on don't keep me waiting! Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421560 


JO attractive 30's brunette who loves life, 
WLTM up for it male to enjoy nights in/out, 
weekends away, fun times and hopefully 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421259 0 

MONICA 35, very attractive, gorgeous curvy 
figure, WLTM nice male who wants to get to 
know a genuine black beauty to wine, dine, 
romance hopefully leading to more. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 4212410 
46YR old Asian lady looking for friendship 

maybe more with white male 50+ Text only 
to Mailbox: 5404865 

TRISH, 45, tall slim young/good looking 

GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421137 0 


SARA, 39, home owner, likes animals, 

tattoos and texting, looking for friendship 
hopefully leading to more. Get in touch! Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421455 0 


Customer support 

Call 0207 720 7130 Monday - Friday 10am - 4pm 
or email us at support@jmediauk.co.uk 


LOUISE 35, loves meals out, WLTM tallish, 
considerate mature male who is not 
frightened to express themselves and enjoy 

life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421135 0 

ANGELA, 42, green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind gentleman for 
good times and more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421115 0 


FEMALE, 37, new to area, would like to meet 
nice trustworthy man, for friendship hopefully 
more. Text only to mailbox: 5392585 
CAROL 37 attractive slim blonde, curves in 
all the right places, nice personality, good 
company, looking for caring man for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420757 0 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, likes 
music, travel, animals, cosy nights in front of 
a log fire, looking for affectionate male for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420715 0 

SUE, 46, confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive interesting 
guy for intimate evenings in with great food 
and conversations. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420701 0 

CAROLINE, 42yrs, slim attractive blonde, 
varied interests and solvent, WLTM honest 
male of any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 420685 0 

CHRIS, 67, brunette, cuddly, WLTM caring, 
kind gentleman, for days out, meals out, 
walks etc and for just being together. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420667 
LILY, genuine lady looking for a genuine 
man. I like cosy nights in and am a smoker. 
Text only mailbox no: 5372466 
TRISH, 44, tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves TLC, WLTM male who 
also likes to be in a loving relationship, 39- 
50yrs. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
420601 0 

MADDIE extremely passionate female 37, 
seeks reliable male to enjoy the finer things 
in life and tactile relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 420563 0 
CHRIS, 40, attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax with 
and get to know. Discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 420491 0 


IAN, 5ft8, medium build, OHAC, late 50s, 
likes most things, holidays, gardening, 
motorbikes, WLTM similar aged lady, 50-60, 
with nice personality. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 421345 0 

DAVID, 41yrs still single and looking for Ms 

Right. He has a good job and a lovely 

bachelor pad which misses a lady’s touch. 

Box: 4096375 Text only 

WAYNE, 40, cheeky, good career, likes gym. 

Looking for a lady who likes stimulating 

conversation and times. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 419829 

DARREN, 44, slim build, dark brown hair, 

green eyes, seeks genuine female for 

friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 500 

3955 Box No: 418809 0 

WIDOWED OAP 82, WLTM lady any age for 

genuine companionship, togetherness, 

holidays and more. Can travel or 

accommodate. Text only Mailbox: 4625673 

GUY, 58, 5ft 11 ins, looking for slim lady for 

fun times only meets. Text only Mailbox: 


PHIL, 53, 5ft7, stocky athletic build, likes 
keep fit, swimming, cosy nights in, meals out, 
WLTM an honest, attractive, caring lady, with 
similar interests. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 421385 0 

LEE, 44, honest, genuine and very caring 
looking for the same in a woman. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 

SINGLE business man , 5'11, brown eyes, 
well dressed, stocky build, fair skinned, 
successful, not bad looking, kind, generous 
WLTM female for LTR. Text only Mailbox: 
5441173 

JOE single 40's Paddy with GSOH, warm 
hearted, WLTM that single special lady to 
brighten up my life. Text only Mailbox: 
5440368 

WILL, age 60, slim, grey brown hair, non 
smoker, keen cyclist, kind Christian man 
WLTM caring lady to share life with. Lives 
near Monmouth. Text only Mailbox: 
5447401 


45 YEAR male with varied interests WLTM 
female, 35 to 55, for friendship and hopefully 
more. Text only Mailbox: 4215562 
MALE early 60s, young outlook on life seeks 
similar 50s early 60s genuine female, slim 
with GSOH for friendship maybe more. Text 
only Mailbox: 5443478 
PAUL 65yrs, Mobility probs but very caring 
looking for caring lady 60/70 for friendship 
and possible LTR. Text only Mailbox: 



BUSINESSMAN, 58, adventurous and 
broadminded seeks a wild companion for fun 
and new experiences. Text only Mailbox: 
4534092 

44YRS old male, kind, genuine and honest, 
looking a long-term relationship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5422168 


TONY, very slim, seeks slim female, 
looks/age unimportant. I am very 
broadminded, for no strings fun. Very 
discreet. Text only Mailbox: 5442177 
ANDY, young looking 49, 5ft5, slim build, 
from West Bromwich, likes films, socialising, 
looking for a fun lady who likes to laugh, for 
good times/possible LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421783 0 
NICK, 41,5ft7, Taurus, n/s, handsome, likes 
keeping fit, seeks female 30-40s, for 
friendship and relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421863 0 


MALE, 56, slim, 6ft, considerate and caring 
seeks similar type female to share life with. 
Text only Mailbox: 5388635 
EDDIE, honest, caring, down to earth, likes 
all kinds of music, going out and having a 
good time, looking for a Black or Polish lady, 
for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
422019 0 

MALE, kinky as hell, and you’re any 
age/looks/race/colour, this unattached guy, 
69, god love it, anyway, LTR etc. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 422017 
TOM, 58, dark hair, 6ft, seeks older mature 
female. Size and looks not important. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421595 


MALE, from West Brom, slim, young 49, 
looking for a special lady to spend fun times 
together and loving relationship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421747 
JOHN, 60s, sincere, looking to love and be 
loved, hurt in the past, likes meals out, sports 
and east coast. Text only Mailbox: 446778 
PROFESSIONAL male 62, looking for curvy 
feminine woman, 50-70, for relationship, 
loves theatre, films, music, concerts and 
breaks away. Text only Mailbox: 4435871 
YOUNG looking 56 single male, looking for a 
relationship with petite 40 to 50 year old, likes 
going out/staying in. Text only Mailbox: 
5428643 


MIKE, 6ft, medium to big build, WLTM lady 
for no stings fun, discretion assured. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 421359 0 
MALE seeking female, 45 plus, status 
unimportant, discretion assured for fun times. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 418481 
ROBERT, solvent gentleman, seeks female 
companion, to attend ice hockey, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
421517 0 

MATURE 23 year old. Career minded. 
Workaholic. Looking for a chat maybe more? 
Age does not matter. Text only Mailbox: 
5423510 

NEIL 52, solvent, average build, GSOH 
seeks a caring romantic female for fun nights 
in and out, and lots of cuddles & kisses. Text 
only Mailbox: 5418572 
YOUNG at heart male, smart, looks younger 
than age, likes socalising, looking for 
companionship & friendship. Text only 
Mailbox: 5412069 

SHROPSHIRE trucker, 54, WLTM female, 
40-65, black or white, for friendship, fun and 
hopefully more x Text only Mailbox: 
5411957 

DOMINANT Goddess sought by tall slim 
compliant white male, 50, who WLTM an 
elegant, sensual, high heeled lady, any 
age/race. Text only Mailbox: 4673363 
MALE, 59, 5ft2, average build, looking for a 
genuine, caring lady, 55-65. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 421089 
SMOKIN’ rock geezer, 53, into gigging & 
camping WLTM rock chick 46-58ish, into 
similar, to share experiences, GSOH 
essential! Text only Mailbox: 5414037 
ADVENTUROUS 35yr old male, slim, dark 
hair, likes music, bike rides and photography, 
seeks female for friendship, maybe more. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 417235 0 
50ISH male, seeking lady 60-75 for daytime 
fun, must be discreet. Text only Mailbox: 
4624030 

GRAHAM, 50s, 5ft10, blue eyes, very smart, 
OHAC, solvent, smoker, WLTM a very 
feminine, sensual, high heels lady, 36-52, for 
romantic evenings out and holidays, South 
Cheshire, Staffs, ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 421103 
CARING male, 55, N/S, medium build, likes 
meals out, music, cinema, sports, driving, 
seeks female, 40-60 for friendship. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 239148 
MALE 63, N/S, honest, GSOH, car owner, 
seeks female, 55-70 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
416817 

Gay Singles 


REMEMBER: Calls cost £1.55 pe 
minute plus your phone company’s ac 
cess charge. Texts cost £1.50 per mes 
sage received. 


MATURE male 61, WLTM male, 50 or 60s, 
who is on the submissive side, for fun and 
friendship. Text only Mailbox: 4236310 
JAMIE 35, 5ft10 size 10/12 TV seeks male 
Leic area. Can accommodate. Text only 
Mailbox: 4765749 

BI-CURIOUS male, 46, WLTM other males 
any age or colour, weekdays or weekends, 
can travel. Wolverhampton/Tettenhall areas. 
Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 421851 0 
I would like to meet a bi male for some good 
fun aged 50 plus, if interested please get in 
touch. Text only Mailbox: 4179998 
BI-CURIOUS 45 years old, slim and good 
looking, looking for younger bi-curious guy for 
discreet fun. Text only to Mailbox: 4917435 

Just Friends 


LUKE 60's, seeking young Asian friend, 20- 
30's to socialise with. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 414841 0 

MODERN young at heart lonely lady, 70's, 
likes trips out, holidays, seeking similar lady 
for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:410215 


CALL CHARGES": DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 0844 calls cost 7 pence per min, 090 calls cost £1.55 per min, plus your phone company’s access charge. Calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. TEXT": Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week. To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP 
to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. REPLY BY TEXT": 80098/89990 costs £1.50 per SMS received (max 150 characters). Guaranteed up to 4 messages for each message you send, Service only available where phone icon shown. Messages are 
moderated. Minimum 7 messages must be sent before contact details can be exchanged. This service is not computer generated. All messages are responded to by real service users. No meetings can be guaranteed. If arranging a meeting be sure to choose a public space and do not give personal details to people you have 
not met. To STOP text stop to 80098/89990. Service provided by No Goats Ltd. Help: 0207 720 7130. ALL SERVICES": By texting any shortcode you consent to the owner of that shortcode sending you the occasional marketing message. To opt out of receiving these send NO INFO to 80098. DATA PROTECTION: Service 
provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0207 720 7130. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. Advertisers may come from our national database and 
from our pdc app. w/c 02/05/16 
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Plenty of help - volunteers at Springhill 


Painting the gates, Harry Baddams, Tommy Cox and Harry Davenport 



Volunteers working hard at Codsall Cricket Club 


The covers are off as 
clubs feel the Force 


CRICKET clubs across the Black 
Country and Staffordshire have 
been sprucing up their grounds 
ahead of the new season. 

Old Hill, Cannock, Himley, Springhill 
and Codsall were just a few of the clubs 
hard at work recently, in line with Nat- 
West’s Cricket Force initiative. 

With the help of volunteers from the 
bank, members of the various clubs spent 
hours of their spare time painting fenc¬ 
es, scrubbing sight screens and erecting 
boundary fencing. 

Those from Old Hill Cricket Club, based 
in Cradley Heath, touched up the entrance 
gates, decorated the changing rooms and 
outside benches, and improved the pitch. 

Funding 

Volunteers at Springhill Cricket Club 
spent their weekend constructing new 
training nets for the forthcoming season, 
as well as working on the patio of the new 
pavilion, which cost an approximate total 
of £180,000. 

Codsall CC received £300 of funding from the 
English Cricket Board, via the Jewson Privilege 
Scheme, which went towards buying tools and 
equipment to create an outdoor compound 
where equipment can now be kept. 

The club was also recently awarded a grant 
by Midcounties Co-operative to buy new mobile 
nets, and it is hoped the improvements made 
to the ground will ensure there is secure space 
for them. The aim of the Cricket Force scheme 


SPORTING FEATURE 


By Joe Edwards 


“It’s hard going finding 
money to support commu¬ 
nity groups like ours, so 
we are very lucky that large 
organisations like these 
are giving back to the little 
guys.” 


is to bring clubs and their communities closer, 
and Vicky Green, Codsall CC chair, said: “Cricket 
force is a great weekend that brings ah the club 
together. 

“We dig and build, clean and scrub. It’s a real 
team effort and we had a lots of fun. 

Grateful 

“Even young children got involved doing up no- 
ticeboards and clearing out the changing rooms. 

“We are so grateful to ah our volunteers and 
the support of the ECB, NatWest, Staffordshire 
Cricket Board, Jewson’s Builders Merchants and 
Midcounties Cooperative who helped us make a 
massive difference to the ground and its facilities. 

“It’s hard going finding money to support com¬ 
munity groups like ours, so we are very lucky that 
large organisations like these are giving back to 
the little guys.” 



Making tea for the workers Judy Cox with 
Tommy Cox in the changing rooms 


Final whistle 


THE ONLY READ 



EVERY MONDAY 


TO ADVERTISE IN FINAL WHISTLE CALL OUR 


EXPERIENCED SALES TEAM ON 01902 31 31 31 


An Express & Star supplement 


Express & Star 


Hobins Timber 

_J t_J COMPANY 

VJtAy 

Sheet Materials 
and Diy Specialists 

Decking • Trellis • Fence Panels 
• Garden Sleepers 

Canalside Ind Estate, Wedgbury Way, 
Brettell Lane, Brierley Hill, DY5 3JZ 
Tel: 01384 78857 

New website: www.robinstimber.co.uk 
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SPORTS DESK 01902 319531 


CHRON.SPORT@EXPRESSANDSTAR.CO.UK 


Chess club’s 
title hopes 
are grounded 

AS the chess season draws to a close, 
Stourbridge had the chance to win the 
Wolverhampton League division one ti¬ 
tle in a decider at St George’s. 

Stourbridge needed to win, with a 
draw putting them in a play-off against 
Lichfield and a defeat putting St 
George’s in the play-off. 

Unfortunately, several regular first 
team players were not available and 
Stourbridge had to field three reserves. 
First to finish were Greg Dyett and 
Julie Wilson who both drew. On board 
six Tony Shaw faced rapidly improving 
Marco Ho who also plays very quickly. 
Shaw was unable to defend the position 
and eventually lost. 

The three remaining games all went 
into the quick play finish. On board one 
in a rook knight and pawn end game, 
Keith Arkell sacrificed a pawn in order 
to weave a mating net around his oppo¬ 
nent’s king and won but brother Nick 
lost in a time scramble. 

This left John Foxall on board four 
requiring a win or a draw in a rook and 
pawn endgame. John was unable to 
hold the position against a higher rated 
player and lost. So Stourbridge lost the 
match and the title. 

On Wednesday Stourbridge second 
team faced a weak Bushbury team in 
a Wolverhampton second division dead 
rubber. First to finish was Dave Scriven 
with a very nice mate, followed by Colin 
Woodall and Jeremy Humphries both 
winning. John Foxall’s opponent even¬ 
tually resigned in a hopeless position to 
give Stourbridge the match. The remain¬ 
ing two Stourbridge players then agreed 
draws, so Stourbridge won 5-1. 

The club’s AGM will be on May 11 at 
the Stourbridge institute and the annual 
dinner on June 1 at Vesuvio. For club de¬ 
tails, call Dave Scriven on 01384 423642 
or visit www.stourbridgechess.f9.co.uk. 

Whitmore winner as 
individual contest 
goes to last frame 

THE Stourbridge & District Snooker 
League first division individual cham¬ 
pionship went to a deciding frame, with 
Wayne Whitmore of Kingswinford Cons 
defeating Stour Old Edwardians’ Chris 
Cowley in a match of fluctuating for¬ 
tunes. 

Cowley had led Old Edwardians to the 
Second Division Championship and then 
added the Team Knockout Cup, while 
Whitmore, a Kingswinford Cons stal¬ 
wart, had joined Kinver Constitutional 
B, and helped them to win the First 
Division Championship and to take the 
runners-up berth in the cup. 

Both players had experienced success 
before: Whitmore was last season’s over- 
45 champion, while Cowley had won the 
Second Division shield last year. 

The second division individual final 
between Sam Porter of Kingswinford 
Cons and Ed Davies of Old Eds, was 
taking place on Tuesday night with the 
Pairs’ Handicap Final, Leigh Bennett & 
Sam Porter (Kingswinford Cons) against 
Gavin Sloan & Carl Southwick of West 
Midlands Police on Tuesday, May 10 at 
Stourbridge Old Edwardian Club. 


Fleeting glimpse of higher standards 



Macc scrum half Jordan Brookes on the charge 


Macclesfield 43 Stourbridge 19 

STOUR got a fleeting glimpse of National 1 play¬ 
ing standards when they were comfortably beat¬ 
en by National 2 North champions Macclesfield. 

Trailing by three scores at the break, Stour dug 
deep and hit back with a brace of opportunist tries 
for centre James Otutaha and another for winger 
Ash Elvers. But they were unable to mount any 
sustained pressure in attack and shipped seven 
tries to clinical opponents who bounce back to 
National 1 at the first opportunity following rele¬ 
gation last season. 

Stour will be disappointed to concede seven 


Rugby 


tries, but will learn that a return to National 1 
requires greater consistency, fewer errors and 
more clinical execution of the scoring opportuni¬ 
ties they have shown they can create. 

The 2016-17 pre-season starts with training 
in early July, then friendly fixtures in August 
and a likely opening fixture date of September 3. 
Their National 2 North opponents will include re¬ 
newed acquaintances with Yorkshire Dales outfit 
Wharfedale and another trip into Leicestershire 
to take on promoted Hinckley. 


BEIL RINGS ON 
PEARCE CAREER 


STOURBRIDGE boxer Steven 
Pearce is swapping the ring for 
the corner after announcing his 
retirement on health grounds. 

The former Midlands welterweight 
champion is hanging his gloves up at 
the age of 31 after a spell at light mid¬ 
dle. 

‘Fierce Pearce’ has a recurring ear injury that 
has already perforated twice, with doctors advis¬ 
ing his hearing could be permanently damaged if 
it happens again. 

He was due to compete on May 14 on a bill 
co-promoted by Errol Johnson’s Black Country 
Boxing and ring legend Ricky Hatton. Rowley 
Regis’ Jason Welborn has replaced him. 

But Pearce will continue to be a part of Shaun 
Cooper’s Coops Boxing Camp in Brierley Hill and 
he joins Lindon Scarlett, Ray ‘Raza’ Campbell 
and Mick Warby on the coaching staff. 

He’ll also be launching his own boxing acad¬ 
emy when the venue is free on Saturdays, having 
already obtained his qualifications as he planned 
for life after being a fighter. 

Risk 

Pearce said: “It’s been a really hard call to 
make. I’ve perforated my ear drum for a third 
time and I just can’t risk losing my hearing.” 

”1 was going to fight this season out, maybe try 
and go for a title in June and then I planned to 
retire anyway. I just wanted to do it out of choice 
and not be forced. 

“Now I will be working with the other profes¬ 
sional boxers in Shaun’s stable, along with doing 
personal training for people of all abilities. 

“It’s the next step for me and I’m looking for¬ 
ward to it. I can look back on what I achieved 
with great pride.” 

He added: “Another reason I decided to retire 
was I was getting to a level where my opponents 
were full-time. I was working 40 hours a week as 
a builder, so I had to fit training in around that. 
Adam Little was training in Las Vegas in the 
Wildcard Gym with Freddie Roach, while I was 
laying bricks. It just wasn’t a level playing field.” 

Coops Camp is located at Unit 17, the Premier 
Industrial Estate, Leys Road, Brierley Hill. For 
more about Pearce’s boxing academy, call 07875 
653 842. 


Singles ladder nets milestone 


WOLLASTON Tennis Club’s 
singles ladder, which began six 
months ago, has chalked up its 
100th match. 

Wollaston, predominantly 
a club that plays doubles, 
started the new venture after 
last year’s club championships, 
with the first matches played in 
October. 

The ladder really took off 
through the winter period with 
challenges flying between the 
22 members who signed up. 

Ladder organiser Richard 
Waldron said: “It was clear 
after the 2015 club champi¬ 
onships that the demand for 
competitive singles was high at 
Wollaston and we want to grow 
this in 2016.” 

Shaun Ryder and Paul 
Adams were the men on court 
for the ton-up clash. 

The ladder now moves into a 
qualifying period, with players 
looking to be in the top eight 
positions to earn their place in 
the finals event between May 
22 and June 6, the period of the 
French Open. It is planned to 
hold the final on Wollaston’s 
artificial clay courts on the day 
of the French final. 

Wollaston invested £130,000 
in 2014 for four new courts and 
improved floodlighting. The 
club is also looking to upgrade 
their other four courts. 

Anyone interested in joining 
the ladder should contact Rich¬ 
ard at rwaldron@oaktreetm. 
co.uk 

For more information about 

Shaun Ryder and Paul Adams with Richard Waldron joining the club go to www.wol- 

lastontenms .co .uk 



First game 
curtailed by 
downpour 

AFTER avoiding relegation at the very 
final match of the 2015 season, Stour¬ 
bridge 1st XI skipper Matt Bradley will 
be eager for a better 2016 campaign. 

This season’s opening match on Satur¬ 
day against Penkridge in Division Two 
of the Birmingham & District League 
was washed out. 

The skipper will be delighted with his 
young side capturing three Penkridge 
wickets for 53 runs off 19 overs, but not 
so pleased when the heavens opened up 
after the hard-fought overs. Penkridge 
will be one of the favourite sides along¬ 
side local rivals Halesowen to vie for the 
top spot in division two. 

“Training has been hard in the close 
season and players have shown intent 
which will hold them in good stead. We 
are a young club and it’s been impressive 
how players have responded to the call 
to do better than the 2015 season,” said 
chairman Harilal Jivan-Patel. 

Stourbridge’s prospects are brighter 
this season with the news that their 
premier batsman Josh Banks will be fit 
after a knee injury that has kept him 
out of the side for two seasons. A crop of 
young home grown players will be led by 
the gritty skipper Bradley. 

Opener Alex Bingham will be hoping 
to give his side solid starts, backed by 
the attack of Umar Khalid and Jitesh 
Jivan-Patel. Hopes of better things to 
come for the club will be heightened by 
the return of the Worcestershire 2nd XI 
at the Memorial Ground after a gap of 
20 years. 

Worcestershire 2nds take on Durham 
2nd XI on June 6 for two T20 games 
followed by a three-day Championship 
game on June 7. Another high profile 
match will be the inaugural floodlit T20 
between Stourbridge boys and the Daryl 
Mitchell’s Worcester XI on September 9 
at 6pm. Tickets are available. Call 01384 
396878. 

Tank' is driving 
towards title shot 

DUDLEY’S Ryan Aston will hope to 
make it third time lucky with a Mid¬ 
lands title after being given a second 
shot back up at middleweight. 

Aston’s third opportunity at an area 
title will come on home turf on May 21 
at Dudley Town Hall. 

The 25-year-old will headline Paul 
‘PJ’ Rowson’s ‘Resurgence’ show as the 
first challenger to defending Midlands 
middleweight champion Craig Cunning¬ 
ham in a 10-round contest. 

On the under-card, Netherton’s Les 
Byfield will tackle Joe Beeden, while 
Rowley Regis’ Tyler Denny is the only 
home fighter yet to be matched. 


★★★ 


NEWSPAPERS 
SUPPORT RE¬ 
CYCLING 
The recycled 
content 

of newspapers in 
2015 was 71% 


The Chronicle, a Midland News 
Association Ltd publication, printed by 
the company at Ketley, Telford. 
Thursday, May 5, 2016 


Domino’s 


Stourbridge Industrial Estate, 

Mill Race Lane, Stourbridge DY81JN 


01384 374666 


Opening Hours: Sun-Thurs 11.30 am-11 pm, 
Fri-Sat 11.30 am-12 midnight 

Not valid with any other offer. Expiry date:12/06/2016 


tk COLLECTION AjucM 

40% OFF 

ALL PIZZAS 

COLLECTION ONLY 

Discount applies to regular menu price 
Premium crust and base charged as extra 


tk ONLINE Mjydai 

t 

£10 OF 

F 

WHEN YOU SPEND £30 OR MORE 
ONLINE AT WWW.D0MIN0S.C0.UK 

C0DE:TENDSKTH 

Discount applies on regular menu price 

Excludes ice cream and 14/21 chicken portions 


A SAVER At/ 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA + 1 
SUMPTUOUS SIDE + 1 ANY SIDE 
SMALL £13.99 MEDIUM £16.99 
LARGE £18.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own 

Up to 4 toppings. Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 
Any side excludes 14/21 chicken, combos and chick'n'mix box 

tk SECOND PIZZAS 

tk WEEKDAY ipaciat 

i/uFAMILYjM 

BUY ONE PIZZA GET A 2ND 

>£5 

First pizza at regular menu price 

Second pizza of equal or lesser value 

Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 

ANY CLASSIC CRUST PIZZA + 
GARLIC PIZZA BREAD + COLESLAW 

£ 12.99 £ 14.99 

Monday -Thursday only 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings. 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 

ANY 2 PIZZAS + GARLIC PIZZA BREAD 
+ POTATO WEDGES + BOTTLE OF DRINK 

£ 22.99 £ 25.99 

Pizza from the menu or create your own up to 4 toppings 
Premium bases and crusts charged as extra 

















































